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MUST intreat the Purchaſers of the for- 
mer Editions, to excuſe: the Freedom 1 
have taken, in making ſome conſiderable 
Additions to this. It has been at the Per- 
ſuaſion of ſeveral very judicious Friends, who 
- apprehended, the Piece might be more uſe- 
ful, and leſs unworthy of the public Patron- 
age, if it touched upon ſome very intereſt - 
ing Subjects, hitherto omitted. As ] had no 
Views, but to render the Performance more 
pleaſing and ſerviceable; None, I hope, will 
be offended at my Practice, or complain of 
it as injurious. Nevertheleſs, as I would wil-: 
lingly avoid, whatever might ſeem to 
ſtand in need of an Apotĩ ov; I defire leave 
to declare, that no future Inlargements, or 
Alterations, ſhall be ſuffered to depreciate 
what, with the deepeſt Gratitude for their 
paſt Encouragement, | I a commit to the 
Candour of the Public. a 
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MEDITATIONS. 


N theſe low d Scenes what rapt'rous Graces ſhine, 
Live in each Leaf, and breath in ev'ry Line ! 

What ſacred Beauties beam throughout the Whole, 

To charm the Senſe, and ſteal upon the Soul! 

In claſſic Elegance, and Thoughts his own, 

We ſee our F aults, as in a Mirror ſhewn': 

Each Truth, in glaring Characters expreſt, 
All own the Twin Reſemblance in their Breaſt: 
His eaſy Periods, and perſuaſive Page, 

At once amend, and entertain the Age: 

Nature's wide F ields all open to his View, 

He charms the Mind with ſomething ever new: 

On Fancy's Pinions his advent*rous Soul 

Wantons unbounded, and pervades the Whole : 

From Death's dark Caverns in the Earth below, 

To Spheres, where Planets roll, or- Comets glow. 
See Him explore, with more than human Eyes, 

The dreary Sepulchre, where Granvil lies: 

Converſe with Stones, or monumental Braſs, 

The rude Infcriptions, or the painted Glaſs: 
To gloomy Vaults deſcend with awful Tread, 

And view the ſilent Manſtons of the Dead. 

To gayer Scenes He next adapts his Lines, 

Where laviſh Nature in Embroid'ry ſhines : 

The Jeſs' mine Groves, the Woodbine's "gn 

Bow'rs, 

With all the painted Fawily of Flow'rs: a 
There, Sachariſſa / in each flecting Grace, 7 
Read all the tranſient Hopours of wy Face. 


* 


With 


£85: 
With equal Dignity, now ſee Him riſe 
To paint the fable Horrors of the Skies: 
When all the wide Horizon lies in Shade ; 
And midnight Phantoms ſweep along the Glade: 
All Nature huſh'd a ſolemn Silence reigns, 
And ſcarce a Breeze diſturbs the ſleeping Plains. 
Laſt, yet not leſs, in Majeſty of Phraſe, 
He draws the full-orb'd Moon's expanſive Blaze; 
The waving Meteors, trembling from on high, 
With all the mute Artill'ry of the Sky: 
Syſtems on Syſtems,. which in Order roll, 
And dart their lambent Beams from Pole to Pole. 
Hail. mighty Genius, whoſe excurſive Soul, 
No Bounds conſine, mo Limits can controul : 
Whoſe Eye expatiates, and whoſe Mind can rove 
Through Earth, through Ether, and the Realm 
"above: 
From Things inanimate can direct the a Rod, 
In juſt Gradation, to aſcend. to Go. | 
Taught by thy Lines, ſee hoary Age grows wile,. 
And all the Rebel in his Boſom die: 
Fen thoughtleſs Youth, in Luxury of Blood, 
Fly the infectious World, and dare be Good: 
Thy ſacred Truths ſhall reach th*. impervious ars 
Diſcord ſhall ceaſe, Diſeaſe forget to ſmart: 
E'en Malice love, and Calumny commend, 
Pride beg an Alms, and Av'rice turn a F nend. 
Center'd in CHRIS, who fires the Soul Aus 
The Fleſh ſhall know no Pain; the Soul, no Sin: 
E'en in the Terrors of expiring, Breath, | 
We bleſs the friendly Stroke, and bve——io Death... 


"IA April 28, 1748. 2. 
1 7 : * 


In Alluſion to the Cuſtom of ſhewing curious Ob- 


jects, and particularizing their reſpective Delicaties, by 
lhe pointing. of a Rod. 
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MEDITATIONS. 


"By a Ps I A. 


ELESTIAL Meditant | | whoſe 8 riſe 
Deep from the Tombs, and kindle to the Skies; 

How ſhall an earthly Bard's profaner String 
Reſound the Flights of thy Seraphic Wing? 
When great ELI] AH, in the fiery Car, 
Flam'd viſibly to Heav'n, a living Star, 
A Seer remain'd to thunder what he knew, 
And with his Mantle caught his Spirit too. 

Wit, F ancy, Fire, and Elegance, have long 
Been loſt in vicious, or ignoble, Song: 
Sunk from the chaſtely Grand, the pure Sublime, 
They flatter d Wealth and Pow'r, or murder'd 

Time. 
"Tis thine their devious Lifire to reduce, 
To prove their nobleſt Pow'r, their genuine Uſe ; 
From earth-born Fumes to clear their tainted Flame, 
And point their Flight to Heav'n——from whence 
they came. x 

O more than Bard in Proſe ! to whom belong 
Harmonious Stile and Thought, in rbym leſs Song; 
Oft, by thy friendly Conduct, let me tread 
The ſoftly whiſp ring Manſions of the Dead : 
Where the grim Form, calcining Hinds and Lords, 
Grins at each fond Diſtinction Pride records. 
Dumb, with immortal Energy they teach; | 
Lifelefs, they threaten, mould'ring, as they preach 
0 


ph vil 38 
To each fucceeding Age,.thro' ev'ry Cn — 
The Span of Life, and endleſs Round of Time: 
Hence may propitious Melancholy flow, 
And Safety find me in the Vaults of Woe. 
While ev'ry Virtue forms thy mental F caſt, 
I glow with fair Sincerity at leaſt: 
] feel (thy Face unknown) thy Heart refin' d, | 
And 4 with Bliſs, the Beauties of thy Mind; - 
Collecting clearly, thro? thy ſacred Plan, 
What Reverence of Gap ! what Love to Man! 
O] when at laſt our deathleſs Forms ſhall: riſe, 
And Flow'rs and Stars deſiſt to moralize; 
Shall then my Soul, by thine inform'd, en, | 
And bear the Splendors of eſſential Day! 
But while my Thoughts indulge the glorious Scope, 
(My utmoſt Worth beneath my humbleſt Hope) 
Conſcience; or ſome exhorting Angel, cries, 
« No lazy Wiſhes reach above the Skies. 
Would you indeed the perfect Scenes ſurvey, 
% And ſhare the Triumphs of unbounded Day 
&« His Love-diffuſive Life with Ardor live; 
And die like this Divine Contemplative.“ 


London, July 97 1 748. 
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FO Rohn 
Mr. HER VE X. 


By a PHYS I A. 


NO form the Taſte, and raiſe the nobler Pk 
To mend the Morals, and to warm the 
ae 
To trace the genial Source, we Nature all, 
And prove the God of Nature Friend of all; 
Hervey for This his mental Landſchape drew, 
And ſketch'd the whole Creation out to View. 
Th' enamel'd; Bloom, and variegated Flow'r, 
Whoſe Crimſon changes with the changing Hour; 
The humble Shrub, whoſe Fragrance on the 
ors. - +: 
With Buds Aiden to he evrly- Dawn; £ 
The. Oaks chat grace Britannia s Mountains Side, 
And fpicy Lebanon's ſuperior & Pride; 
All loudly Sov' REIGN ExXcRILENCE proclaim, 
And animated Worlds confeſs the ſame. | 
The azure Fields that form'dth* .extended-Sky, 
The planetary Globes that roll on high, 
And ſolar Orbs of proudeſt Blaze, combine, 
To act ſubſervient to the great Deſign. 
Men, Angels, Seraphs, join the 2 gen' 'ral Voice ; ; 
And in the Lord of Nature, ALL rejoice. 
His, the grey Winter's venerable Guiſe, 
Its ſhrowded Glories, and inſtructive Skies ; 
Hts, the Snow's Plumes, that brood the Sick'ning 
Blade ; 


His, the bright Pendant, that impearls the Glade, 
The 


The Cedar. 
+ Reſerring to the Winter -Piece; Printed at the 


5 End of the Second Volume. 


(=] 
The waving Foreſt, or the whiſp'ring Brake, 
The ſurging Billow, or the fleeping Lake. 
The SAME, who pours the Beauties of the Spring, 
Or mounts the Whirlwind's deſolating Wing. 
The SAME, who ſmiles in Nature's peaceful Form, 
Frowns in the Tempeſt and Directs the Storm. 

*Tis thine, bright Teacher, to improve the Age; 
Tis thine, whoſe Life's a Comment on thy Page. 
Thy happy Page! whoſe Peiods ſweetly flow, 
Whoſe Figures charm us, and whoſe Colours glow 
Where artle/s Piety pervades the Whole, 
Refines the Genius, and exalts the Soul. 
For, let the Witling argue all he can, 

It is Religion ſtill, that makes the Man. 

*Tis This, my Friend, that ſtreaks our Morning: 

bright; 
»Tis This, that gilds the Horrors of our Night. | 
When Wealth forſakes us, and when Friends are 
few; 
When Friends are faithlefs, or when Foes purſue; 3 
*Tis This, that wards the Blow, or ſtills the Smart; 
Diſarms Affliction, or repels its Dart; 
Within the Breaſt bids pureſt Rapture riſem; 
Bids ſmiling Conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs Skies. 

When the Storm thickens, and the Thunder 

rolls, 
When the Earth trembles to th' affrighted Poles; 
The virtuous Mind nor Doubts, nor Fears a 
For Storms are Zephyrs, or a gentler Gale. 

And when Diſeaſe obſtrudts the lab ing Breath, 
When the Heart ſickens, and each Pulſe is Death; 4 | 
E'en then Religion ſhall ſuſtain. the Juſt, 

Grace their laſt Moments, nor deſert their Duft... 


_ 


Auguſt 5, 1748. 
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MAD AN. 
HE SE. Reflections, the One on the. 
deepeſt, the other on the gayęſt Scenes 
of Nature, when they proceeded privately 
from the Pen, were addreſſed to a Lady of 
the moſt valuable Endowments: Who- 
crowned all her other endearing Qualities, | 
by a cordial Love of CHRIST, and an ex- 
emplary Conformity to Rs Divine Pattern. 
She, alas! lives no longer on Earth ; unleſs 
it be in the Honours of a diſtinguiſhed Cha- 
rater, and the bleeding —— 9 


her ER 


Ir is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh Vbu 
richer Tt or a more ſubſtantial Hap-- 
pineſs * 


% 


xii DEDICATION. 

pineſs, than that the ſame Spirit of unfeigned 
_ Faith, the ſame. Courſe of undefiled Religion, 
which has enabled Her to triumph over 
Death, may both animate and adorn your 
Life. And you will permit me to declare, 
that my chief Inducement in requeſting your 
Acceptance of the following Meditations, 
now they make a publick Appearance from 
the Preſs, is, that they are deſigned to culti- 
vate the ſame ſacred Principle, and to pro- 
mote the ſame excellent Practice. 
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Lons, Madam, may you bloom in all the 
Vivacity and Amiableneſs of Youth, like the 
charming Subject; of one of theſe Contempla- 
tions. But at- the, ſame; Time, remember, 
that, with regard to ſuch inferior Accom- 
pliſhments,, You muſt one. Day. fade, (may. 
it. prove ſame very remote Period I) like the 
mournful Objects of the other. This Con- 
ſideration will prompt Tou to go on, as you | 
haye,. begun, in adding the. Adeekne/s of 
Wiſdam, and all the Beauties of | Holineſs, to 
the Graces of, an engaging Perſon, and the 
| Refinements of a polite Edvcason. 


Aup might O! minke the in 
Hias fond. you wich the leaſt Aſſiſtance, 


jp proſecuting: ſo deſirable an End; might 
they 


DEDRBI64T 10N; mm 
they contribute, in any Degree, to eſtabliſh - 
your Faith, or elevate your Devotion; they 
would, then, adminiſter to the Author ſuch 
a Satisfaction, as Applauſe cannot give, nor 
Cenſure take away: A Satisfaction, which 1 
ſhould be able to enjoy, even in thoſe awful 
Moments, when all that captivates the Eye 
is ſinking in Darkneſs, and every Glory of 
this lower World diſappearing for ever. 


TuzsE Wiſhes, Madam, as they are a 
moſt agreeable Employ of my Thoughts, ſo 
they come attended with this additional Cir- 
cumſtance of Pleaſure, that they are alſo the 
ſincereſt Expreſſion of that . great . 
with which I am, 


Ma DAM, 
our moſt Obedient, 
Moſt Humble Servant, 


Weſton-Favel, near 
Northampton, 
May 20, 1 1746. Fo 


James Hervey. 
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PREFACE. 
T HE firſt of theſe. occaſional Meditati- © 


ons begs leave to remind my Readers of 


their latter End; and would invite them to ſpt, 
not their Houſes.only, but, which is inexpreſ- 
fibly more needful, their Souls, in Order: That 
they may be able, through all the intermediate 
Stages, to look forward upon their approaching 
Exit, without any anxious Apprehenſions: 
Ana, when the great Change commences, may 
bid Adieu to terreſtrial Things, with all the 
Calmneſs of a chearful Reſignation, with all 
the Comforts of a well-grounded Faith. 

| The other atlempts to ſketch out ſome little 
Traces of the All- ſufficiency of our Redeemer, 
for the grand and gracious Purpoſes of everlaſt- 
ing Salvation; that a Senſe of his unutterable 
Dignity, and infinite Perfedtions, may incite us 
to regard Him with Sentiments of the moſs pro- 
found Veneration ; to long for an aſſured In- 


tereſt in his Merits, with all the Ardency of 


Deſire; and to truſs in his powerful Mediati- 
on, with an Affiance not to be ſhaken by any 
Temptations, not to be ſhared with any Per- 
formance of an ann. [© 3 WE 
I latter myſelf, that the Thoughts conceived 
among the Tombs may be welcume to the ſe- 
rious and humane Mind; becauſe, as there. 
are fer, who have not conſigned the Remains of 
ſome dear Relations, or honoured Friends, ts 
thoſe filent Repoſitories; fo there are none, _— 1 
. mi | 


xvi P R E F ACE.. 

muſt be ſenſible, that this is the Houſe appoint- 
ed for all Living; and that they themſelves 
are ſbortly to remove into the ſame-ſolemn-Man=- 
ions. And who would not turn aſide, for 

a while, from the moſt favourite Amuſements, 
to view the Place, where his once-loved Com- 
panions lie? Who would not ſometimes ſurvey 
thoſe Apartments, where he himſelf is % take 
up an Abode, till Time ſhall be no more? 

As to the other little Eſſay, may I not hum- 
bly preſume, that the very Subject itſelf wil Jre- 
commend the Remarks ? For, who is not delight- 
ed with the Proſpect of the blooming Creation, 
and even charmed with the delicate Attractions 
of Flowers? Who does not covet to aſſemble 

them in the Garden, or wear them in a Noſe- 
gay? Since this. is a Paſſion ſo univerſal, who 
would not be willing to render it produktive of 
the ſublimeſt Improvement *———This Piece of<, 
holy Frugality, I have ventured to ſuggeſt, | 
and Borne: to exemplify, in the Second 
Letter: that, while the Hand is cropping the 
tranſient Beauties of a Flower, the attentive 
Mind may be enriching itſelf with ſolid and laſt- 
ing Good. —— And 1 cannot but entertain ſome 
pleaſing Hopes, that the niceſt Taſte may receive 
and reliſb religious Impreſſions, when they are 
conveyed by ſuch lovely Monitors; when the 
mſtruttive Leſſuns are found, not on the Leaves 
of ſome formidable Folio, but tand legible on 
the fine Sarcenet of. a Narciſſus ;, when they 
ſavour not of the Lamp and Recluſe, but come 


NONE from the Jaw e 
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E very Stone that we look upon, in this. Repoſitory of 
paſt Ages, is bath an Entertainment, and a 


Monitor. 
Plain-Dealer, Vol. I. No. 42. 
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The CONF ENTS 
Of the Meditations among the Toms,” , 


O CCASION of the Meditations, 1—Splitary 
Walk in a Church, 2— Handſome Altarpiece; 
Gratitude celebrated, ibid. Solomon's Temple, bis 
noble Sentiments at the Dedication; the Paſſage. 
iltuſtrated, 3 — The Hehn Ghoſt dwelling in our 
Hearts; a rich Priviledge; its Obligation to Holi- 
neſs, 5— The Floor covered with Funeral Inſcripti- 
ons, 7 —Wiſdom of meditating on cur latter End, 
ibid. Promiſcuous Lodgment, and amicable Agree- 
ment of Corpſes, ſuggeſt Humility and Concord, 
8— Monument of an Infant; its fortunate Circum- . 
fances ; ſuperior Felicity of Survivors, 10— Monu- 
ment of a Touth ; Grief of the Parents; mitigated or 
aggravated by the Proſpect of the inviſibie State : Ex- 
hortation to educate Children religiouſly, 12,—Monu- 
ment of a young Man; cut off in his Prime; how 
unexpected and affiitive the Stroke ; the Prailty of 
all ſublunary Happineſs, 15—Reflefion on the three 
preceding Exits; the Uncertainty of Life; Call to 
be always ready, 18—This farther urged from the- 
Inſtance of a Per ſen kild by a Misfortune; nothing 
caſual, but all ordered by Providence, 19—Caſe of a 
Lady, who died in Childbed; her Gharatter : with 
regard to earthly Things, we know not what is really 
deſirable, or truly good; Remarks on Mrs. STONE-. 
HOUSE's Monument, in the great Church at North- 
ampton, 23—A religiaus Father taken from his 
young Family; his Behaviour on a dying Bed; their 
Support in a Fatherleſs State, 29— Monument of a 
middle-aged Perſon; immerſed in Buſineſs ; Diſap- 
Pointment of his Schemes; his dying Acknowledgements; 
the Folly of Warldly-mindedneſs ; very Bitterneſs in 
the End, 33—The Graves of the Aged ; the * 
cute 


8 
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culties and Hazard of a late Repentance ; auth in in- 
treated to enter upon a Courſe” of Folineſi without 
Delay, 36—The ſingular Wiſdom and Felicity of the 
Righteous ; ; the reſt of their Bodies; the Calmneſs of 
their Departure; the Safety of their diſembodied 
Souls; their delightful Situation till the Fudgment- 
day, 39—Monument of a Warrior, ſlain in Battle; 
Ned on, on the Death of CHRIST, that it was vo- 
luntary, foreſeen, undergone for Enemies; was moſt 
torturous, lingering, and ignominious, 44—The 
Meanneſs of being obliged to a Monument far perpetu- 
ating our Names : Author's Fiſh for himſelf; true 
Method of eternizing our Characters, 47—The Vault; 
its awful Aſpett;' Grandeur in Abaſement ; The 
Vanity of * Pleaſures, Honours, and Riches, 50 
The Check firikes; a Warning to redeem the Time, | 
53—The wonderful Change which takes place in the 
Tomb, inſlanced in ſeveral Particulars, 54—Solih- 
guy of a Lover; Admonition to the Ladies; True 
. Beauty ef the Fair Sex, 56—Sin the Cauſe of our 
Difſelution, 58 — Subject of Mortality brought home 
to our own Caſe; Incitement to improve Life ; this 
the beſt embalming, 590 — View of our Saviour's Se- 
pulchre ; his lying in the Grave hath ſoftened it for his 
People; Faith in his dying Love diſarms Death; 61 
- —= The Reſurrettion of the Righteous ; their meeting 
the Judge; their Acceptance at the great Tribunal, 
64—S1cineſs, Sin, and Death deſtroyed; Bliſs or 
Miſery unchangeable; Obſervation on Eternity, 66— 
The Wicked the Anguiſh of their laſt Sickneſs; ; No 
Hope but from the Religion they deſpiſed ; that very 
precarious; the Horror of their Diſſolution ; this 
the Beginning of Sorrows; their treatment in the in- 
vifible World; reſerved to the Judgment of the great 
yy 68—T hoy: riſe, thaugh reluctant; are diſtratt- _ 
_y with Terror; covered with Contempt; condemned 


| 10 ne Mas, 7 2—To be inſirumoental i in ſaving- -OUY . 
Fellows 


Te Co T EY IJ. "ai 
Fellow-Creatures' from this Miſery, the truęſt E er- 
ciſe of Benevolence, 73 — 4 Reflection on the vaſt Im- 
portance of theſe Truths: a Perſuaſive to act under 
the believing Conſideration of them; enforced by the 
inexpreſſible Neceſſity of preparing for them, 74— 
The whole cloſes with a View of the preſent Security, 


and future Glory, of the Righteous, 76. _ 


The ConTENnTs of the REFLECTIONS on a 
__ FLOWER-GARDEN. 1 
IL AL K in the Garden; Summer Morning; a 
varing Lark; Invitation ta early Riſing, 
8$9—YVaſtneſs of the Heavens, greater Extent ef 
Divine Mercy, 81—The Sun; its riſing Glories; 


readle Emblem of CHRIST, in its enlightening, fruct- 


i Hing, chearing, and extenſive Influences, 82— 


Diers; their tranſient Brightneſs ; their refreſhing 


Nature; their immenſe Number; . Difficult -Paſſage 
in the Pſalms cleared up, 89 ——T he various, but 
harmonious, Procedure of Providence and Grace, 94: 
Wie of the Country, and its principal Producti- 
ens; particularly of an Orchard, and Kitchen= 
Garden ; chiefly characterixed as uſeful, 96 
CHRIST made and recovered, upholds and attuates 
Al; Addreſs to Mankind on this Occaſion, 102——— 
Obſervations contratted to the Garden; Fields of Li- 
terature left for the Study of the Bible, 105 Fra- 
grance of Flowers ; its fugitive Nature, another. 
Motive to ſhake off Sloth ; the delightful Senſation 
it creates, faint Repreſentation of the Prectquſneſs of 
_ CnrisT's Sacrifice; all our Performances polluted, 
this the Cauſe of our Acceptance, 108. he. Co- 
leurs of Flowers, how. perfect in every Kind ; with. 
what Skill diſpeſed; the Fineneſs of the Flawery. © 
Textures : Inducement to truſt in Providence, 111=— 
The Folly of Pride in Dreſs; our true Ornaments difſ- 
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j played, 113 Flowers naturally inſpire Delight ; 
what Pleaſure muſt ariſe from the beatific Viſion, 115 © 
Solomon pictures out the bleſſed Ixsus by the. 
moſt delicate Flowers; Beauties in the Creature 
ſhould lead us to the Creator, 118——The Variety 
of Flowers, in their Airs, Habits, Attitudes, and 
1 Lineaments, the Wiſdom of the Almighty Maker ; the 
Perfection and Simplicity of his Operations, 11 Q=yw |, 
Difference between Individuals of the ſame Species; 
(| Emblem of the ſmaller Differences among Proteſtants, 
| | 123—The regular Succeſſion of Flowers ; ſome of the 
I choice/t Sets deſcribed; the fine Effet produced by 
is Piece of Oeconomy; the apparent [nterpoſition of 
a benevolent Providence in conducting it, 125 —7 his 
beautiful Diſpoſition, and indeed all "that is admira- 
? ble in the Creation, referred to CHRIST as the Author, 
15 conſider the Things that are made, in this View, 
[ has excellent Influence on our Faith and Love, 129— 
Fi The Struttureof Flowers fo correct, could not be al- 
1 tered, but to their Prejudice; the Time of their ap- 
bearing, © choſen with the nicgſt Precaution ; theſe 
Ei Circumſtances, a ſtriking Argument for Reſignation 
t the Diſpoſals of Heaven, 1 33 Quotations from 
Ciaſimire and Juvenal tranſlated, 134, 135— 
H favourite Tenet of Mr. Pope's rightly lated, 137 
i ———The brute Creatures inſenſible of the fine Pro- 
bi perties of Flowers: Their Charms peculiarly intend 
add to delight Mankind: They court our Obſervation ; 
+ - | and 3 their richeſt Sweets for our Entertainment; 
all Things conſtituted with a particular Regard to our 
Advantage; this, an endearing Obligation to Grati- 
tude; but the moſt engaging Motive is the Gift of 
an immortal Soul, 138—— Remark on the Notion of 
a great Poet, 141——The cultivated Garden, an 
| Image of a well-nurtured Mind; Addreſs to Perſons 
c concerned in the Education of Youth, 145 Flowers 
in dd Bud, figurative of a Niggard ; Flowers in 
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full Expanſion, expreſſive of a benevolent Diſpoſition, 
148 
ment to the Sun; ſuch ſhould be our Adherence ts the 

Saviour, 149 The Paſfion- Flower ; its Deſcri- 
pftion: with a religious Improvement, 152—T he Sen- 
fitive Plant; ſhrinks from every Touch; ſuch ſhould 
be our ſolicitous Care to avoid Sin, 156—The Love- 
lineſs of blooming Flowers, compared with the Coarſe- 
neſs of their Roots, gives us an Idea of the ennobling 
Change of our Bodies at the Reſurrection; this Con- 
fideration ſhould reconcile us to the Thoughts of Diſ- 
ſolution, 158——— Paſſage from Theocritus ; the 
 Perfettions of Flowers ſoon decay: the Charms of 
Complexion ſcarce more laſting, 160 Inſtances 
of the tranſitory Continuance of the nobleſi Flowers ; 
the Honours of the future State unfading, 162—— 
All the Delights of the Flowery Seaſon paſs away; the 
celeſtial Entertainments know no End, 164 Not 
Flowers only, but the moſt durable Things in Nature 
are periſbing; their Felicity ſtable, who have Gon 
for their Portion, 164 Retreat into an Arbour ; 
Practice of St, Auguſtine, Pattern for our Imitation, 
I66 Coolneſs of this ſhady Situation : the inſuf- 
ferable Heat, that rages abroad : Our Safety in all 
_ the Dangers of Life, and amidſt the Terrors of eter- 
nal Judgment, if ſheltered by the Redeemer*'s Pro- 
teftion, and intereſted in his Merits, 167 — 75. 
Bees; their Ingenuity ; their Induſtry ; ſet an Ex- 
ample for the Author, 169.—A diftant Proſpect of 
the whole Scene, with its various Decorations, reminds 
the Bebolder of Heaven; its Glories not te be deſcribed, 
but maſt paſſionately deſired, 170. | | 
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In a LETTER to 2 Lapy: 


1 | 15 2 
Mp4 *. 5 ore 


. RAVELLING lately i into Cornwall, I hap- 
pened to alight at a conſiderable Village i in 
that County: Where, finding myſelf un- 

der an unexpected Neceſſity of ſtaying a little, I 

took a Walk to. the Church. The Doors, like the 

Heaven to which they lead, were wide open; and 

readily admitted an unworthy. Stranger. _ Pleaſed, 

with the Opportunity, I reſolved to ſpend a * 

Minutes under the ſacred Roof. | 


In a Situation 10 retired aid awful, I could not 
avoid falling into a Set of Meditations, ſerious and 
mournfully pleaſing. Which, I truſt, were in fome 
Degree profitable to me, while they poſſeſſed and 
warmed my Thoughts; and, if they may admini- 
| ſter any Satisfaction to you, - Madam, now they are 
recollected, and committed to Writing, 1 thall r re- 
ceive a freſh Plealure from . „„ 
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Ir was an anti Pile; reared b * 
Ages ago, were mouldered into Duſt. Situate 
in the Centre of a large Burial- Ground; remote 
from all the Noiſe and Hurry of tumultuous Life. 
The Body ſpacious ; the Structure lofty ; the whole 
magnificently plain. Na Row of . Pillars ex- 
tended themſelves through the Midſt; and ſupported 
the Roof with Simplicity, and with Dignity. 
The Light, that paſſed through the Windows, ſeem- | 
ed to ſhed a kind of luminous Obſcurity ; which gave 
every Object a grave and venerable Air.——— The 
Ap lence, added to the gloomy Aſpect, Ind both 
heightened by the lonelineſs of the Place, greatly in- 
creaſed the Solemnity of the Scene. 
religious Dread ſtole inſenſibly on my Mind, as 1 
advanced, all thoughtful, along de in- 
moſt Iſle, Such as huſhed every ruder Pagion, and 
diſfipated all the gay Images of an alluring World. 


HavinG adored that eternal Majeſty, who, far 
from being confined to Temples made with- Hands, 
has Heaven for his Throne, and the Earth for his 
Footſtool.—I took particular Notice of a handſome 
Altar: piece, preſented, as I was afterwards inform- 
ed, by the Maſter-Builders of * Stow, out of Gra- 
eftude, I preſume, to that, gracious God, who car- | 
ried them through their Work, and Enabled them to 
6 bring forth the Top-ſtone with Joy.” 


O] how amiable i is Gratitude ! eſpecially, Hi 
it has the ſupreme Archer for, it He I 
"Be: f hen 


& 5 The Nude of a noble Seat, befor to the late 
| Bail of Bath; remarkable formerly for its excellent 
Workmanſhip, and elegant Furniture ; once the grand 
. Refort of the Quality ax 1 570 zutry of the Weſt; but 
now demoliſhed, and ich the Ground, and 
jcarce one Stone left 8 &. So chat Corn * 


| grow, or Nettles pri | vols 5 if * lately ſtood. 
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have always looked upon Gratitude as the moſt ex- 
alted Principle that can actuate the Heart of Man. 
It has ſomething noble, diſintereſted, and (if I may 
be allowed the Term) generouſly devout. Repent- 
ance indicates our Nature fallen, and Prayer turns 
chiefly upon a Regard to one's ſelf. But the Exer- 
ciſes of Gratitude ſubſiſted in Paradiſe, when there 
was no Fault to deplore; and will be perpetuated 
in Heaven, when * God ſhall be All in all. L? 


THE Language of this ſweet Temper is, I 
«© am unſpeakably obliged : What Return ſhall I. 
& make !——And, ſurely, it is no improper Ex- 
preſſion of an unfeigned Thankfulnefs, to deco- 
rate our Creator's Courts, and Beautiſy ©* the Place 
« where his Honour dwelleth.” Of old, the Habi- 
tation of, his Feet was glorious : Let it not now be 
ſordid or contemptible. It muſt grieve an ingenuous 
Mind, and be a Reproach to any People, to have 
their own Houſes wainſcotted with Cedar, and paint- 
ed with Vermillion; while the Temple of the LoxD 
of Hoſts is deſtitute of every decent Ornament. 


HERE I recollected, and was charmed with, 


Solomon's fine Addreſs to the Almighty, at the Dedi- I 
cation of his famous Temple, With immenſe "188 


and exquiſite Skill, he had erected the moſt ich and 
finiſhed Structure, that the Sun ever faw. Vet, 
upon a Review of his Work, and a Reflection on 
the tranſcendent Perfections of the Godhead, how 
he exalts the one, and abaſes the other . The 
Building was too glorious for the mightieſt Monarch 
to inhabit ; too ſacred, for unhallowed Feet even to 
enter; yet infinitely. too mean for the Deity: to re- 

ſide in. It was, and the Royal Worſhiper acknow- 
ledged it to be, a moſt marvellous Vouchfafetnent 


in uncreated Excellency, to © put his Name there. 


The whole Paſſage breathes ſuch a Delicach, and is 
1 "8-3 © animated. 


—— 


Pl MEDITATIONS - 
animiated with ſuch a Sublimity of Sentiment, that 1 
cannot perſuade myſelf to paſs on without repeatin 
it. * But will God indeed diuell on Earth? Behold ! 
The Heaven, and Heaven of Heavens, cannot con- 
tain. Thee; ; how'much leſs this Houſe that I have builds 
 ed?——Incomparable Saying | Worthy the wiſeſt 


of Men. Who would not chooſe to poſſeſs ſuch an 
elevated Devotion, rather than to own all the glit- | 


| Arring Materials of that ſumptuous Edifice? | 
B | We 


1 * 1 Kings viii. 1. 27. But will — A fue ns Beginning, 
moſt ſignificantly deſcribing the Amazement and Rap- 
ture of the Royal Prophet's Mind. GOD. He uſes no 
Epithet, where Writers of inferior Diſcernment would 
nave been fond to multiply them: But ſpeaks of the Dei- 
ty. as an incomprehenſible Being, whole Excellency is 
exalted above all Praiſe. —Dae//: To beſtow on ſinful 
Creatures a propitious Look, or favour them with a tran- 
fient Viſit of Kindneſs, would have been an unutterable 
Obligation; Will he then vouchſafe to fix his Abode, 
and take up his ſtated Refidence among them Ind ied: 
A Word, in this Connexion, exceedingly emphatical; ex- 
preſſive of a condeſcenſion, wonderful and extraordinary 
almoſt beyond all Credebility. Then a moſt i important 
Reaſon is ſuggeſted for the preceding Admiration: Be- 
bold: Intimating the continued, or rather the increaſing 
Surprize of the Speaker, and awakening g the attention of 
the Hearer.—Bchold!. The Heaven : The ſpacious Con- 


cave of the Fi irmament, that wide- extended Azure Cir- 


cumference, in which Worlds unnumbered perform 
their Revolutions, is too ſcanty an Appartment for the 
Godhead.—Nay, The Heaven of Heavens : Thoſe yaſt- 
y higher Tracts, which lie far beyond the Limits of hu- 
man'Survey, to which our very Thoughts can hardly 
ſoar; even Theſe {unbounded as they are) cannot afford 
an adequate Habitation for Fehowab ; even theſe dwin- 
dle into a Point, when compared with the Infinitude of 
his Effence; even Theſe © are as nothing before him.“ 


Haw much leſs proportionate then is this poor diminutive. 


Speck, which I have been erecting and embellihing, to 
io Auguſt g Pteſence, ſo im mende @ ä 
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| Ws are apt to be ſtruck with Admivation at the 
beautiful Grandeur of a maſterly Performance in: 
Architecture. And, perhaps, on a Sight of the anci- 
ent Sanctuary, ſhould have made the ſuperficial Ob- 


| ſervation-of the Diſciples, What manner of Stones, 


ce and what Buildings, are here ?”—But-what a no- 
bler Turn of Fhought, and juſter Faſte of Things, 
does it diſcover, to join with Iſrael's King in cele- 
brating the Condeſcenſion of the Divine Inhabitant . 
That the High and Lofty One, who fills Immenſi- 


| ty with his Glory, ſhould, in à peculiar manner fix 


his Abode there ſ Should there manifeſt an extraor- 
dinary Degree of his benedictive Preſence; permit 
ſinful Morals to- approach his Majeſty, and pto- 
miſe . to make them joyful in his Houſe of Prayer!“ 
Ibis ſhould more ſenſibly affect our Hearts, 
than the moſt curious Arrangement of nes can. der : 


lebt our Eyes 301 7 0a50h e to e: 


Nav the everlaſting Gon a not dicdaint. to > welt 
in our Souls, by his holy Spirit, and to make even 
our Bodies his Temple Tell me, ye that frame 
critical Judgments, and balance nicely the Diſtincti- 
ons of Things, “ Is this moſt aſtoniſhing, or molt 
*© rejoicing ?** He humbleth himſelf, - the Scripture” 
aſſures us, even to behold the Things that are in 
Heaven*, Tis a moſt condeſcending Favour, if 
HE pleaſes to take the leaſt approving Notice of An- 
gels and Archangels, when they bow down in Ho- 
mage from their celeſtial Thrones: And yet will he 
graciouſly regard, will he be intimately united to 
poor, polluted, breathing Duſt ?!——O ! unparal- 
i'd Honour! Invaluable Privilege! Be This my 


Portion; and 1 ſhall not covet Crowns, nor envy, 


Conquerors.. 


MY - e Bor. 


* Pſalm cxiii. 6. 
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Bur let me remember, what a Sanctitiy of Diſ- 
poſition, and Uprightneſs of Converſation, ſo exalted 
a Relation demands: Remember this, and rejoice 
with Frembling.''— Durſt I commit any Ini- 

uity, while 1 tread theſe hallowed Courts? Could 
the Fewiſh High- Prieſt allow himſelf in any known 
Tranſgreſſion, while he made that ſolemn: yearly 
Entrance ꝗ into the Holy of Holes, and ſtood before 
the immediate Preſence of FE H OVA H? No, 


trau, In ſuch Circumſtances, a thinking Perſon' 


matt ſhudder. at the moſt remote Solicitation to any 
wilſul Offence, I ſhould now be ſhocked at the 
leaſt Indeceney.of Bebaviour, and am apprehenſive. 
of, every appearance of Evil.— And why do we not 
carry this holy Fealouſy into all our ordinary Life ?. 
Why do we not, in every Place, I reverence aur 
ſelves, as Perſons dedicated to the Div inity, as live- 
ing Temples of the Godhead ? For, if we ara real, 
and not merely nominal Chriſtians, the Gop of 
Glory, according to bis own Promiſe, - + divells in 
25, and walks in us. —O ! that this one Doctrine of 
our Religion might operate with an abiding Effica - 
cy, upon our Conſciences ! It would be inſtead of a 
thouſand Laws: to regulate our Conduct, inſtead 
of a Thouſand Moti ves toguicken us in Holineſs. Un- 
der the Inflluence of ſuch a Conviction, Win 


1 Hebr. ix. 7. 


Wis the favourite Maxim of Pythageras, and ſuppoſed 
to be the beſt moral Precept, ever given to the heathen 
World. With what ſuperior Force, and infinite Advan - 
tage, dees the Argument take Place in the Chriſtian 
Scheme! Where we are taught to regard qurſelves, not 
merely as intellectual Beings, that have 1 for our. 

Monitor; but as conſecrated Creatures, who have a God” 
of the moſt conſummate Perfection ever it us, ever 
in us. 


| + 2 Cor. vi. 16. 
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ſtudy to maintain a purity of Intention, a Dignity of 
Action, and ©* to walk worthy of HIM, py 5 has 
called us to this moſt ſacred Union with his bleſſed 
Self. 5 

Tu next Ting that hg my Attention 
was the Lettered Floor. The Pavement, ſomewhat 
like Ezeliel's Roll, was written over from one End 
to the other. I ſoon perceived the Compariſon to 
hold good in another reſpect, and the [n/criptions 
to be Matter of“ Murning, Lamentation, and 
% Wits” They ſeemed to court my Obſervati- 
on, ſilently inviting me to read them. —And what. 
would theſe dumb? Monitors inform me of? That 


„beneath their little Circumſerences w were depoſited: 


« ſuch and ſuch Pieces of. Clay, tbat once lived, 
<« and moved, and-talked': That they had received a 
Charge to preſerve. their Names, and were the re- 
% maining Fruſtees of their Memory, 

An! fad I, is ſuch 1 my ſituation ? The agorable 
Creator around me, and the Bones of my Fellow - 
Creatures under me ! Surely, then, 1 have great 
Reaſon to cry out with the revering Patriarch, How 
dreadful is this Place  ! Seriouſneſs and. e 
become this Houſe for ever. May [ never enter it, 
lightly or irreverently; „Nur With a profound, Ades, 
and godly Fear 

Ob that they * wiſe & aid the if anden 
It was his laſt wiſh for his dear People: He breathed it 
out, and gave up the Ghoſt, —But what is Wiſdom ? 
It conſiſts. not in refined Speculations,. accurate Ne- 
ſearches ints Nature, or an univerſal Acquaintance 
with Hiſtory. The divine Lawgiver ſettles this im- 
portant Point in his next 1 Oh" thut they 

dog. 1 underſtasd 


* Ezek. ii. 10. EY 4 Gen. xxvili. 17. 


J Deut. xx x11: 29. 
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underſtood this That they had right Apprehenſions 


of their ſpiritual Intereſts, and eternal Concerns | 
That they had Eyes, to diſcern, and Inclinations to 
purſue, the Things which belong to their Peace! 
But how ſhall they attain this valuable Knowledge | ? 
I ſend them not, adds the illuſtrious Teacher, to 
turn over all the Volumes of Literature : They may 
much more expeditiouſly acquire this Science of 
Life, by conſidering their latter End. This 8 park | 
of Heaven is often loſt under the Glitter of pom+ 
pous Erudition ; but ſhines clearly in the gloomy 
Manſions of the Tomb. Drowned is this gentle, 
Whiſper, amidit the Moi ſe of mortal Affairs but 
\ Speaks diſtinctly in the Retirements of ſerious Con- 
templation.——Behold !' How providentiall) I am 
brought to the School of Vi iſdom * ! The Grave is 
the moſt faithful + Maſter, and theſe Inſtances of 
Mortality the moſt Inſtructive Leſſons. Come then, 
calm Attention, and compoſe my Thoughts; Come, 
thou celeſtial Spirit, and enlighten my Mind; that 
I may ſo peruſe theſe awful ag as to © *. become 
1 wiſe unto Salvation. | 


een the Reds of Mortality, 1 found 
the Memorials of a $ promiſcuous Multitude. They 
were huddled, at leaſt, they reſted together, without 
any regard to Rank or Seniority. None were ambi- 
tious of the uppermoſt Rooms, or chief Seats, in 
11 Houſe of Mourning. None entertained fond and 
eager 


— The Man how wiſe! whoj ſick of- ay Scenes, . 
Is led by Choice, to take his favourite Walk 
Beneath Death's gloomy, ſilent, cypreſs Do 
Unpierc'd by Vanity's fantaſtick R: 

To read his Monuments, to weigh his Duſt, 
Viſit his Vaults, and dwell among the Tombs. 
Night Thoughts. 
+ Wait the great Teacher, Death. Pope. 


Miſia Senum ac Juvenum denſantur Funera. Hor. 
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eager expectations of being honourably greeted in 
their darkſome Cells. The Man of Years and 
Experience, reputed as an Oracle in his Generation, 
was content to lie down at the Feet of a Babe. In 
this Houſe appointed for all Living, the Servant 
was equally accommodated, and lodged in the ſame 
Story, with his after. The poor Indigent lay as 


W. ſoftly, and flept as ſoundly, as the moſt opulent 
| Poſjefſor. All the Diſtincton that ſubſiſted was, 


A graſſy Hillock, bound with Oſiers; or a our 
chral Stone, ornamented with Imagerx. 
Why then, ſaid my working Thoughts, oh ! : 
why, ſhould we raiſe ſuch . a+ mighty Stir about Su- 
periority and Precedence, when the next Remove 
will reduce us all to a State of equal Meanneſs? 
Why ſhould we exalt ourſelves, or debaſe others, 
ſince we muſt all one Day be upon a Common Le- 
vel,, and blended together in the fame undiſtin- 
guiſhed Duſt? Oh! that this Conſideration might 
humble my own, and others Pride; and fink. our 
Imaginations as low, as our Habitation will ſhortly 
be | T7 | | 


Amo the confuſed Relics of, me 
there are, without doubt, Perſons of contrary Inter- 
eſts, contradicting Sentiments : But Death, like 
ſome able Days- man, has laid his Hand on the con- 
tending Parties, and brought all their Differences to 
an * amicable Concluſion. Here Enemies, ſworn 
Enemies, dwell together in Unity. They drop 
every imbittered Thought, and forget that they 
once were Foes. Perhaps their crumbling Bones - 
mix as they moulder ; and thoſe who, while they 
B 5 lived: 


* Hic Motus Animorum, atque hee Certamina tanta 
Pulwveris exigui Jactu compre/ſa —_ 
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lived, ſtood aloof in irreconcileable Variance, here 
fall into mutual Embraces, and even incorporate: 
With each other in the Grave. — Ohl that we 
might learn from: theſe friendly Aſhes, not to perpe- 
tuate the Memory of Injuries, not to foment the 
Feuer of Reſentment, nor cheriſh the Turbulence of 
Paſſion ; that there may be as little Animoſity and 
Dilagreement in the Land of the Living, as there is 
in the Congregation of the Dead ! — But I ſuſpend, | 
far a while ſuch general Obſervations, and alder 
myſelf to a more particular Iuquin n. $6 


. DER \ White Caine; Emblem of the e 
ie covers, informs the Beholder of one, who breathed 
out its tender Soul, almoſt in the Inſtant of receive- 
ing it. — There the peaceful Infant, without ſo 
much as knowing what Labour and Vexation mean, 
& lies ſtill and is quiet; it ſleeps and is at Reſt.“ 
Staying only to waſh away its native Impurity in the 
Laver of Regeneration, it bid a ſpeedy Adieu to 
Time and terreſtial Things. — What did the little 
haſty Sojourner find fo forbidding and diſguſtful in 
our upper World, to occaſion its precipitant Exit ? 
Tis written, indeed, of its ſuffering Saviour, that 
wen he had taſted the Vinegar mingled with Gall, 
He would not drink ?: And did our new- come 
Stranger begin to ſip the Cup of Life, but, pereeive- 
ing the Bitternæſs, turn away its Head, and refuſe 
the. Draught? Was this the Cauſe, why the wary: 
Babe only open'd its Eyes, juſt looked on the Light, 
and then withdrew into the more — Regians 
alf undiſturbed Repaſe?: : 
vs 01 D fortunate Voyager, that waſt no. ſaoner 
h launched 
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launched, than arrived at the Haven t- But more 
happy they, who have paſſed the Waves, and wea= 
than all the Storms, of a troubleſome and dangers 
ous World; who, “ thro* many Tribulations, have 

ee entered into the Kingdom of Heaven; and there- 

by brought Honour to their Divine Convoy, admini- 
ſtered Comfort to the Companions of their Toil,. 
and left an inſtructive Example to ſucceeding Pil-- 

rims. 

O! happy Probativiier accepted without being ex- 
erciſed 1 It was thy peculiar Privilege not to feel the 
lighteſt of thoſe Evils which oppreſs thy ſurvive- 
ing Kindred ; which frequently fetch Groans from 
the moſt manly Fortitude, or moſt elevated Faith. 
The Arrows of Calamity, barbed with Anguifh, are 
often fix'd deep in our choiceſt Comforts. The fiery 
Darts of Temptation, hot from the Hand of Hell, 
are always flying in Showers around our Integrity. 

To thee, ſweet Babe, both theſe Diſtreſſes and Dan- 
gers were alike unknown. aye 

CoNSIDER this, ye mourning is Parents, and dryup . 
your Tears. Why ſhould you lament, that your 
Little ones are crowned with Victory, before the 
Sword was drawn, or the Conflict begun? Per- 
haps, the ſupreme Diſpofer of Events foreſaw-ſome - 
inevitable Snare of Temptation forming, or ſome 
dreadful Storm of Aver ſity impending. And why 
ſhould you be ſo diffatisfied, with that tin Precauti- 
en; which houſed your pleaſant Plant, and removed 
into Shelter a tender Flower, before the Thunders - 

roared : before the LighOunge flew: before the Tem- 


34 8 the Babe, who, etui by: Fate. 1 | 
Ta ſhorter Labour, and a lighter W. eight, ee 
Receiv'd but Veſterday the Gut of Breath, Bay 
Order'd To-morrow to return to Dei th. 
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12 MEDITATIONS: 


peſt poured its Rage: O remember they are 


not 1%, but taken away from the Evil to come. 


Arx the ſame time, let Survivors, doomed to bear 
the Heat and Burden of the Day, reflect, for their, 
Encouragement, That it is more honourable to 
have entered the Liſts, = to have fought the, good: 
Fight, before they come off Conquerors. They, who 
have bore the Cross, and ſubmitted to afflicted Provi- 
dences, with a chearful Reſignation : have girded u p 
the Loins of their Mind, and performed their Maſter's 
Fill, with an. honeſt and perſevering Fidelity : 
aiFhefe, having glorified their Redeemer on Earth, 
will, probably, be as Stars of the. firlt: Magnitude 
in Heaven. They will ſhine with brighter Beams, 
be repleniſhed with ſtronger Wen in their Jong $ 


everlaſting n | 


* Yes the "ee of a fond . and = 
blaſted Expectations of an indulgent F ather.—The 
Youth grew up, like a well-watered, Plant; he ſhot 
deep, roſe high, and bid fair for Manhood: But Juſt 
as the Cedar began to tower, and promiſed ? ere long 


to be the Pride of the Wood, and Prince among the 


neighbouring Trees ;—behold|! The Ax is laid unto 
the Root; the fatal Blow ſtruck; and all its branch- 
ing Honours tumbled to the Duſt.— And did he fall 
. ol no; The Hopes of his Father that begat 
him, and the Piening proſpects of her that bare him, 

fell, and were cruſhed together with him. 
- DouBTLEss, it would have pierced one's s Heart, 


10 have beheld the tender Parents following the 


breathleſs Boy to his long Home: Perhaps, drown- 


ed in Tears, and all overwhelmed with Sorrows, they 


ſtood like weeping Statues, on this very Spot. 
— Methinks, I ſee the deeply diſtreſſed Mourners at- 


tending the ſad Solemnity: How they wring their 


Hands, and pour Floods from their Eyes Ils it 
pe we © Fancy! 
* Ifa, Ivii. 1. 
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rancy! or do I really hear the paſſionate Mother, 
in an Agony of Affliction, taking her final Leave of 
the Darling of her Soul? Dumb ſhe remained while 
the awful Obſequies were performing; dumb with 
Grief, and leaning upon the Partner of her Woes. 
But now the inward, Anguiſh- ſtruggles for Vent; 
it grows too big to be repreſſed. She advances to the 
Brink of the Grave. All her Soul is in her Eyes. 
She faſtens one more Look upon the dear doleful Ob. 
ject, before the Pit ſnuts its Mouth upon him. And 
as ſhe looks, ſhe cries; in broken Accents, in- 
terrupted by many a riſing Sob, ſhe cries . Fare · 
« wel, my Son! my Son !{ my only helot ed. 
Would to Gop I had died for thee —Farewel, 
% my Child! and farewel, all my earthly Happineſs!" 
«© ——] ſhall never more ſee Good in the Land of 
e the Living, —Attempt not to comfort me 1 
ce will go mourning all my Days, till my grey Hairs 
come down with Sorrow to the Grave. 
Fou this affecting Repreſentation, let Parents 
be convinced, how highly it concerns them to cul. 
tivate the Morals, and ſecure the immortal [ntere/ts 
of their Children. If you really love the Offspring of 
your own Bodies; if your Bowels yearn over thoſe 
amiable Pledges of conjugal Endearment; O] Spare 
no Pains; give all Diligence, I entreat; you, to 
bring them up in the Nurture and Admopition of 
ve the LoRx p. Then may you have Joy in their Life, 
or Conſolation in their Death. If their Span is pro- 
long' d, their unblameable and uſeful Conduct will be 
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e e Staff of your Age, and a Balm for declining Na- 
ture. Or, if the Numher of their Years be cut , in 
che , you may commit their Remains to the 
t. WI Putt, with much the ſame comfortable Expectati- 
ons, and with infinitely more exalted Views, than 
ir you fend the Survivors to Places of genteel Education. 
it You may commit them to the Duſt, with chearing 
hopes of receiving them again to your Arms, inex- 


preſſibly 


14 -- MezprTATIONS 
preflibly improved in every noble and endearing A- 
compliſnment. 0 
Tis certainly a ſevere Trial, and much more 
afflictive than J am able to imagine, to reſign a 
lovely blooming Creature, ſprung from your on 
Loins, to the gloomy Receſſes of Corruption; after 
having been long dandled upon your Knees, united 
to your Affections by a thouſand Ties of Ten- 
derneſs, and now become both the Delight of 
6 your Eyes, and Support of your Family: to 
have ſuch a one torn from your Boſom, and thrown” Wil 
into-Darkneſs,” doubtleſs,” it muſt be like a Dagger Wl 
in your Hearts. hut O!]! how much more 
cutting to you, and eonfsunding to the Child, to 
have the Soul ſeparated from God ; and for ſhameful 
Ignorance, or early Impiety, conſigned over to Places 
ee Torment! How would it aggravate your 
Diſtreſs, and add a diſtracting Emphaſis to all ' your 
Signs, if you ſhould fellow the pale Corpſe with theſe 
bitter: Reflections . This dear Creature, though 
long ago capable of knowing Good from Evll, 
7 is gone out of the World, beſore it had learned 
<« the great Deſign of coming into it. A ſhort-lived 
% momentary Exiſtence it received from me, but 
ee no good Inſtructions, no holy Admonitions, 'no- 
<<' thing to further its Well-being in that everlaſting 
«© State, upon whieh it is now entered. The por 
ce. Body is conſigned to the' Coffin, and carried out | 
c to conſume away in the cold and ſilent Grave, 
% and what Reaſon have I to ſuppoſe, that the pre- 
e eious Soul is in a better Condition? May T not 
« juſtly fear, that, ſenteneed by the righteous Judge, 
te it is going, or gone away, into the Pains of end- 
4 lefs Puniſhment? Perhaps, while I am be. 
6 wailing: i its untimely Departure, it may be curfing| 
& in outer Darkneſs, that ever to be deplored, that 
ce moſt calamitous Day, when it was born of ſuch 
* z Cartel ungodly — as J have been. 
a NoTHING) 


88 
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NoTHING, I think, but the Gnawings of that 
Worm which never dies, can equal the Anguiſh of 
theſe ſelf-condemning Thoughts. The Tortures of 
2 Rack muſt be an eaſy Suffering, compared with 
the Stings and Horror of ſuch a Remorſe,—— How: 
earneſtly do I wiſh, that as many as are intruſted 


p with the Management of Children would take time- 
- Care to prevent theſe intolerable Scourges of Con- 
of Wl cience, by endeavouring to conduct their Minds in- 
%o co an early Knowledge of Chriſt, and a cordial Love 
n } of his Truth! | SIE Rn 90 A 10 TEES Rente a 
er O this Hand is lodged one, whoſe Sepulchral 
re Stone tells a moſt pitiablec Tale indeed! Well may 
ty che little Images, reclin'd over the fleeping Aſhes, 
1% hang down their Heads with that penſtve Air] None 
cs can conſider ſo mournful a Story without feeling 
ur ſome Touches of ſympathizing Concern. —His 
ur ge Twenty-eight ; his Death ſudden; himſelf cut 
eſe WW down in the Prime of Life, amidſt all the Vivacity 
gh and Vigour of Manhood, while Health even 4 040 
il, ed in his Veins, and Strength reſided in every Sinew. 
ied Probably, he entertained. no Apptehenſions of the 
„ed evil Hour: and indeed, who could have ſuſpected, 
ut that ſo bright a Sun ſhould 3 Noon? TO 
$6: human Appearance his Hill ſtood ſtrong: Length of 
ing Days ſeem'd written in his ſanguine Countenance: 
0% He ſolaced himſelf with the proſpect of a Jong, long 
out Series of earthly Satisfactions When, lo, an un- 
ve, ¶ expected Stroke deſcends! deſcends from that mighty 
pre: Arm, which “ overturneth the Mountains by 
not“ the Roots, and cruſhes the imaginary Hero “ Be- 
1 Job. iv. 19. hy 4239 4d inflar, ad nodum Tine. 
font I retain this Interpretation, both as it is moſt ſuitableto 
nat YN P urpoſe, and as it is patronized by ſome eminent 
Commentators ; eſpecially the celebrated Schultens. 
ſuchſ Though I cannot but give the Pieference to the Opiai- 
: e ee n „ on 
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« for the Moth;“ as quickly, and more eaſily than 
our Fingers ſqueeze ſuch a feeble fluttering Inſect to 
Deaths inn 07} 5; ; os tots 
_ : PERHAPS, the nuptial Joys were all he thought 
on Were not ſuch the Breathings of his enamour- 
ed Soul? Vet a very little while, and I ſhall poſ- 
<<. ſeſs the utmoſt of my wiſhes, I ſhall call my 
Charmer mine: and, in her, enjoy whatever my 
6 Heart can crave.” In the midſt of ſuch in- 
chanting Views, had fome faithful Friend but /aftly 
reminded him of an opening Grave, and the End of 
all Things, how unſeaſonable would he have reckon- 
ed the Admonition, and how impertinent the Perſon 
that adminiſtred it ! yet, though all warm with Life, 
and rich in viſionary Bliſs, he was even then totter- 
ing upon the Brink of both. O!] dreadful Vi- 
ciſſitude ] to have the bridal * Fgſtivity turned into 
„ | IT he” 95 5 - SET BY FE 4 the 


one of a judicious Friend, who would render the Paſſage 
more literally, Before the Face of a Moth: Making it 
to repreſent a Creature ſo exceedingly frail, that even a 
Moth flying, againſt it, may daſh it to Pieces. Which, 
beſides its cloſer Correſpondence with the exact Import 
of the Hebrew; preſents us with a much finer Image of 
the moſt extreme Imbecillity. For it certainly implies a 
far greater Degree of Weakneſs, to be cruſhed by the 
feeble Flutter of the feebleſt Creature, than only to be 
cruſhed as eanly as that Creature, by the Hand of Man. 
— The French Verſion is very expreſſive and beautiful; 
a la Rencontre d'un Vermiſfſean. e | 
* A Diſtreſs of this Kind is painted in very affecting 
Calours by Pliny in an Epiſtle to Marcellinus: O'trifte 
plane acerbumgue Funus ! O Morte ipſa Mortis Tempus in- 
diguius ! fam deſtinata erat egregio Fuwvent ; jam eledtus 
Nuptiarum Dies; jam nos aduocati. Quad Gaudium quo 
Mærore mutatum eft ! Non paſſum exprimere Verbis, guan- 
tum Anima Vulnus acceperim, quum audivi Fundanum 
ipſum ( ut multa luctugſa Dolor invenit ) præcipientem, quod 
in Veſtes, Margaritas, Gemmas fuerat erogaturus, hoe in 
Tura, & Unguenta ; & Odores inp d reiuut 
e FPFPllin. Lib. v. Epiſt, 16, 
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the funeral ſolemniiy. O] deplorable Misfortune ! 
to be ſhipwrecked even in the Haven! and periſh-in 
the Sight of Happineſs ! What a memorable 
Proof is here of the Frailty of Man, in this beſt 
E/late | Look, O look, on this Monument, ye 
Gay and Careleſs! Attend to this Date > and boaſt 


no more of To- morrow! 


Wu o can tell but the Bridb<inakls; virded wich 
Gladneſs, had prepared the Marriage Bed ? Had 
decked it with the richeſt Covers, and drefled it in 
Pillows of Down? When Oh ! truſt not in 
Vduth, or Strength, or in any Thing mortal; for 
there is nothing certain, nothing to be depended on. 
beneath the unchangeable God Death, relentleſs 
Death ! is making him another K ind of Bed in the 
Duſt of the Earth. Unto this he muſt be conveyed, 
not with a ſplendid Proceſſion of joyous Attendants, 
but ſtretched in the gloamy Hearſe, and followed by 
a Train of Mourners. On this he muſt take a 
lonely Lodging, nor ever be releaſed, '** till the 
Heavens are no more. -In vain does the con- 
ſenting Fair- one put on her Ornaments, and expect 
her Spouſe. Did ſhe not, like Siſera's Mother, Iook 
out of the Lattice; chide the Delays of her Beloved; 
and wonder why his Chariot was ſo long in come“ 
«ing ”” Little thinking, that the intended Bride- 
groom had for ever done with tranſitory Things! 
That: now everlaſting Cares employ his Mind, 
without one ſingle Remembrance of his lovely Ex- 
cinda Go, diſappointed Virgin]! go mourn 
the Uncertainty of all created Bliſs ! Teach thy Soul 
to aſpire aſter a ſure and immutable Felicity. 1 For 
the once gay and gallant Fidelio ſieeps in other Em- 
braces; even in the icy Arms of Death! Forgetful, | 
— forgetful of the Warld—and thee.” Sie 


. Hrrnnwrs' 


et  MrDpiruaTtaions 
Hirn ro one is tempted to exclaim againſt 
the King of Terrors, and call him capriciouſly cruel, 
He ſeems, by beginning at the wrong End of the 
Regiſter, tq. have inverted the Laws of Nature. 
Paſting over the Couch of decrepit Age, he has nip- 
ed Infunay in its Bud; blaſted: Horb in its Bloam; 
and torn up Manhood in its full Maturity. Ter. 
nble indeed are theſe Providences, yet not ann | 
able the Counfels. 


For us they fichen, and for 16 they dier. 


© Sven Strokes muſt not only grieve the Relations; 
but ſurpriſe the whole Neighbourhood. They ſound 
a powerful, Alarm. to heedleſs dreaming Mortals, 
and are intended as a Remedy for our Carnal Sacuri- 
ty. Such Paſſing-Bells inculcate loudly our Loxp's 
Admonition: Take ye heed, watch, and pray: 
* for ye know not when, the Time — | 
nod, like intoxicated Creatures, upon the very Yerge 
af a tremendous Precigice. - Theſe aſtoniſhing Diſ- 
penſations are the kind Meſſengers of Heaven, to 
reuſe us from our Suni neneſi, and quicken us into 
timely Circumſpection. I need not, ſurely, accom- 
modate them with Language, nor act as their Inter- 
preter. Let every one's Conſcienee be awake,” and 
this will appear their awful Meaning. O ye 
« Sans of Men, in the midſt of Life you are in 
66 Death. No State, no Circumſtances, can aſ- 
« certain your Preſervation a fingle Moment. 80 
&« ſtrong is the Tyrant's Arm, that nothing can res 
<« ſift its Force; ſo unerring his Aim, that nothing 
<6 can clude, the Blow: Sudden as Lightning fomes 
ce times is his Arrow launched, and wounds and 
6 kills in the Twinkling of an Eye. Never pro- 
ce miſe yourſalves Safety iu any Expedient, but con: 
6 ſtant Preparation. The fatal Shafts fly ſo pro- 
6, miſcuoufly, that none can _ the next Victim. 
“ Therefore, 
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4 Therefore, be ye always ready; for in ſuch an 


& Hour as ye think not, the final Summons cometh.'* 


Be ye. always ready: for in fuch an Hour as Ye 
think not. Important Admonition! Methinks, 
it reverberates from Sepulchre to Sepulchre; and 
addrefles me, with Line upon Line, Precept upon 
Precept. The reiterated Warning, I acknowledge,. 
is too needful ; may co- operating Grace render it 
effectual! The momentous Truth, though worthy: 
to be engraved, on the Fables of a moſt tenaciaus 


Memory, is fightly ſketched on the tranfient Flow 


of Paſſion. We ſee our Neighbours: fall; we turn 
pale at the Shack ; and feel a trembling Dread. No 
ſooner are they removed from our Sight; but, 
driven in the Whitl of Buſineſs, or lulled in the Lan- 
guors of Pleaſure, we forget the Providence, and 


neglect its Errand. The Impreſſion made on our 


unſtable Minds is like the Trace of an Arrow, 
through the penetrated Air; or the Path of a Keel, 
in the furrowed Wave. Strange Stupidity ! T's: 


neighbouring Stone. It contains the Narrative: of 
a poor Mortal, ſnatched from his Friends, and hur- 
ried to the awful Bar; without Leiſure, either to 
take a la/t Farewel of the One, or to put up ſo 
much as a ingle Prayer preparatory for the Other: 
killed, according to the uſual Expreflion, by the 
ſudden Stroke of Caſualty, i 
Was it then a random Blow? Doubtleſs, the 


Stroke came from an aiming though ' inviſible: 


Hand. Gon preſideth over the Armies of Heaven; 
Gop ruleth among the Inhabitants of the Earth ; 
and Go conducteth, what Men call: Chance. No- 
thing, nothing comes to paſs through a blind and 
undiſcerning Fatality. If Accidents happen; they 
happen according to the exact Foreknowledge, and 
in Conſequence of the determinate Counſels, of Al- 
mighty Wiſdom. The LokD, with whom are the 
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Iſſues of Death, ſigned the Warrant, and gave the 
high Commiſſion : The ſeemingly fortuitous Di/afler 
was only the AizzFer, appointed to execute the ſu- 
preme Decree. When the impious Monarch was 
mortally ' wounded, it ſeemed to be a caſual Shot, 
A certain Man dread a Bow, at a Venture*.— At a 
Venture, as He thought: But his Hand was ſtrength- 
ened, by an omnipotent Aid; and the Shaft level- 
ed, by an unerring Eye. So that, what we term 
Caſualty, is really Providence; accompliſhing deli- 
berate Deſigns, but concealing its own Interpoſiti- 
on How comforting this Reflection! How admire- 
ably adapted, to ſooth the throbbing Anguiſh of the 


Mourners, and compoſe their Spirits into. a quiet 


Submiſſion ! How excellently: ſuited, to diſſipate the 
Fears of godly Survivors, and create a calm Intre- 
pidity. even amidſt innumerable Peril! 
O! how thin. is the Partition, between this 
World and another! How ſhort the Tranfition, 
from Time to Eternity]! The Partition, nothing 
more than the Breath in our Noſtrils; and the 
Tranſition may be made, in the Twinkling of an 
Eye. Poor Chremylus, I remember, aroſe from 
the Diverſion of a Card- Table, and dropt into the 
Dwellings of Darkneſs. —One Night, Corrina was 
all Gaiety in her Spirits, all Finery in her Apparel, 
at a magnificent Ball: The next Night ſhe lay 
pale and ſtiff, an extended Corpſe, and ready to be 
mingled with the mouldering Dead. — Young At- 
ticus lived to ſee his ample and commodious Seat 
compleated; but not to ſpend one joyous Hour, un- 
der the ſtately Roof. The Saſhes were hung, to ad- 
mit the Day; but the Maſter's Eyes are cloſed in 
Death. The Chambers were furniſhes, to invite 
Repoſe; but their Lord reſts in the ſomes Parts of 


the Earth. The ne were planned, and 2 
I dey os thouſand 


* Kings XXil. 34. 


among the TOMBS: 21 


W thouſand elegant Decorations deſigned; but their 
intended Poſſeſſor is gone down to “ the Place of 
„ skulls;“ gone down to the Valley of the Shadow 

of Deatn. „„ 5% a5) Wien 
= Writ I am recollecting, many, I queſtion not; 
are experiencing the ſame tragical Viciſſitule. The 
Eyes of that ſublime Being. who fits upon the 
Circle of the Earth, and views all its Inhabitants 
with one comprehenſive Glance, even now behold 
many Tents in Affliction: Such AMiction, as over- 
whelmed the ' Egyptians in that fatal Night, when 
the deſtroying Angel ſheathed his Arrows in all the 
Pride of their Strength. Some, ſinking to the 


Floor from their eaſy Chair; and deaf even to the 


moſt piercing Shrieks of their diſtracted Relations. 
Some, giving up the Ghoſt, as they are re- 
clined, all alone, under the ſhady Arbour, to taſte. 
the Sweets of the flowery Scene. Some, as they 
fail, aſſociated with a Party of Pleaſure, along the 
Silver Stream, while Wine and Mufic flow around. 
—dome intercepted, as they are returning Home; 
and ſome interrupted, as they enter upon an impor- 
tant Negociation.—Some arreſted, with the Gain 
of Injuſtice in their Hands; and ſome ſurpriſed, in 
the immediate Act of Leaudneſs, or Cruelt. 
Lec1o0ns, Legions of Diſaſters, ſuch as no Pru- 
dence can foreſee, no Care prevent, lie in wait to 
accompliſh our Doom. A Farting Horſe may 
throw his Rider; and at once daſh his Body againſt 
the Stones, and fling his Soul into the inviſible 
World. A Stack of Chimneys may tumble into the 
Street, and cruſh the unwary Paflenger under the 
Ruins; or, even a Tile, dropping from the Roof, 
may be as fatal as the Fall of the whole Structure — 
So frail, ſo very attenuated is the Thread of Life, 
that it not only burſts before the Storm, but breaks 
even at a Breeze. The moſt common Occurrences, 
thoſe, from which we ſuſpe& not the leaſt Harm, 
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may prove the Weapons of our Deſtruction. A 
rape-ſtone, a deſpicable Fly, may be more mor. 
tal than Goliaß, with all his formidable Armour. 
Nay, if Gop give Command, our very Comforts is 
become #:iitinz., The Air we breathe is our Bane; 
and the Food we eat, the Vehicle of Death 
- That laft Enemy has unnumbered Avenues for hi 
Approach: Yea; lies entrenched in our very Bo- 
ſom, and holds his Fortreſs even in the Seat of dur 
Life. The crimſon Fluid, which diſtributes Health, ll 
is impregnated with the Seeds of Death*. Some TY 
unſeen Impediment may obſtru@ its Paſſ age, of 
ſome unknown Violence may divert its Courts, ; in 
either of which Caſes, it acts the Part of a poiſon. 5 
ous Draught, or a deadly Stab. The Body is a dM 
ticately fine Machine; conſiſting of ten thouſand 
Parts, playing ten thouſand Motions ; and a very 
ſmall Pin taken out may diſeoncert the wholel 
Frame; a ſingle Wheel clogged my put a Stop to 
all che vital Movements. 

Since then we are ſo liable to de dipoſſeſſed of 
our earthly Tabernacle, let us look upon Ourſelvai 
only as Tenants at Will; and Eold ourſelves in per. 
petual Readineſs, to depart at a Moment's Warning 
Without ſuch an habitual Holineſs, we are like 
Wretches, that ſleep on the Top of a Maſt; while 
4 horrid Gulph yawns, or furious Waves rage bei 

bow. And where can be the Peace, what the Satis 
faction, of ſuch a State? Whereas, a prepared 
Condition will inſpire a Cheerfulneſs of Temper, 
not to be ruffled by every low Vexation; and creat 

4 F irmnefs of n "6 not to de ovetthrown. ack 


* 8 Man, . the 8 of his Breath, 
Receives the lurking Principle of Death: 
e young Diſeaſe, that muſt ſubdue at length, 
Grows, with his Grow th, and ſtren Pope with his 
Strength. | | e's Erhit. 
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moſt threatning Dangers: When the City is forti- 
bed with Walls, furniſhed with Proviſions, guarded 
vy able and reſolute Troops; what have the [nhabit- 
ants to fear? what may they not enjoy? So, juſt 
WE, or rather by a muth ſurer Band, are commected 
the real Taſte: -of pm and the c conflam vo” ; 
of Death. | 


Is), an very „ e y become billing 
And ſee the Truth inſcribed by the Hand, ſealed 
„ vich the Signet, of Fate. The Marble, which 
races yonder Pillar, informs me, that, near it, 
nere depoſited the Remains of my valuable Friend So- 
1 phronia; who died in Child. bed. — How often does 
this Calamity: happen ! The Branch ſhoots ; but 
the Stem withers. The Babe ſprings to Li ht; but 
be that bare Him breathes: her laſt. She gives 
Life, but (O pitiable Conſideration ) Bir it — 
Expence of her own; and becomes, at once, a 
lor her and a Carpſe.— Or elſe, perhaps, She ex- 
pires in ſevere Pangs, and is Herſelf a Tomb for 
Wer Infant; while the melancholy Complaint of a 
Monarch's Woe, is the Epitaph How them both: 
he Children are come to — Birth, and there is not 
© rength to bring forth. Leſs to be lamented, in 
„ry Opinion, it Misfortune, than the other. Bet- 
er, for the tender Stranger, to be ſtopped in the 
orch; than to enter, only to converſe with Afflict- 
Won. Better, to find a Grave in the Womb, than 
o be expoſed on a hazardous World, without the 
uardian of its infantile Years, without the ann 
ul Guide of its Youth, 
Tris Monument is diſtinguiſhed by iu er 
Materials, and more delicate Appendages. It ſeems 
o have taken its Model from an affluent Hand; di- 
ected 7 a e Heart; that eee it could 
NON 
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never do enough for the Deceaſed. lt ſeems; 
alſo, to exhibit an emblematical Picture of: Sophro- 
nia's Perſon and Accompliſhments. Is her Beauty, 
or more than Beanty, her white-robed Innocence; 
repreſented. by the ſnowy Colour ?\ The Surface, 
ſmoothly poliſhed, like her amiable: 'Femper,' and 
engaging Manners : The hole elegantly. adorned, 
without either extravagant Pomp, or ſordid Negli- 
gence; like her undiſſembled Goodneſs, remote 
from the leaſt Oſtentation, yet in all Points exem- iſ 
plary.— But ah! haw vain were all theſe endearing 
Charms! How. vain the Luſtre of thy ſprightly il 
Eye | How vain the Bloom of thy bridal Vouth! 
How-vain the Honours of thy . ſuperior Birth 
How unable to ſecure the lovely Poſſeſſor, from the 
ge Violence of Death! How ineffectual, the 
univerſal Eſteem of thy Acquaintance; the Fond- 
neſs of thy tranſported Huſband; or even the ſpot- 
leſs Integrity of thy Character; 3 to prolong thy 
Span, or procure thee a ſhort-Reprieve ! The Con- 
currence of all theſe Circumſtances rem inds me 
of thoſe beautiful and tender Lines, | 


How lov'd, how valu'd once, avails Thee nat 3 5 
To whom related, or by whom begot. 5 
Heap of Duſt Ma remain of Thee: _ 

5 n all THOU art !—and all the PROUD 
| hall bes 3 eee e 
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8 The: Verſes are inſeribed on a mall, but very 
ets ant Monument, lately erected in the great Church at 
* Which, in the Hieroglypbical Decorations, 

correſponds with the Deſcription introduced on this. Sub- er. 
jeQ; and particularly, that it is dedicated to the Memo- 
ry of an amiable Woman, Mrs. ANNE S TON. 
HOUSE; the excellent Wife of my aor:by Friend 
Dr. STO NH O US E: who has had the Diftreſs, to 
ſee all the Efforts of that healing Art, to which I, and ue 


ſo many Others have been greatly Ts — in 
el 
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= Yer, though unable to divert the Stroke, Chrſti- 
Wanity, is ſovereign to pluck: out the Sting, of 

| Death, 


ce, 
nd than his own: | | 
d, Nec proſunt Domino, que proſunt omnibus, Artes. 
li- a longer his all- healing Art avails, | 
ote But ev'ry Remedy its Maſter fails. 
m- He has, however, ſought ſome Conſolation; in the midſt 
ng of this render Anguiſh ; by teaching the ſepulchral Mar- 
ty ble to ſpeak, at once, his Eſteem for her Memory; and 
hit bis Veneration for hat Religion, which She fo eminent- 
hl Wy adorned ; by ſumming up her Character, in that con- 
he iſe, but comprehenſive Sentence, A SINCERE 
| HRIST IAN. Conciſe enough, to be the Motto 
d. ers mourning Ring; yet as comprebenſiur, as the molt 
ylarged Sphere of perſonal, ſocial, and religious Worth. 
ot⸗ or, whatſoever Things are pure; whatſoever Things 
hy are lovely; whatſoever Things are of good Report; 


ie they not all included in that grand and noble Aggre- 
ate, A ſincere Chriſtian ? rates eba! $64 

The firſt Lines, conſidered in ſuch a Connection, are 
onderfully plaintive and patheti q 
How low d, how valu'd once, avails Thee nu; 
To Whom related, or by Whom begot. ' . 


hey ſound, at leaſt in y Ears, like the Voice of Sot- 
row, mingled with Admiration. The Speaker ſeems to 
have been loſt, for a while, in melancholy Contempla- 
ion; ſuddenly breaks out into this abrupt Encomium; 
hen, melts into Tears, and can proceed no farther. 

et, in this Caſe, how eloquent is Silence! | While it 
hints the univerſal Eſteem, which attended, the Superi- 
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* 


Dns, a why 
üb- ority of Birth, which diſtinguiſhed, the Deceaſed ;, it 
no--:prefſes, beyond all the Pomp of Words, the yearn- 


ng Affection, and Heart-felt Diſtreſs, of the Haſband. 

\midſt a Group of monumental Marbles, which are la- 
viſh of their Panegyric ; this, I think, reſembles that 
ncomparable Addreſs of the Painter: who, | having; 
laced, round a beautiful expiring Virgin, her Friends 


their Attempts to preſerve a Life much dearer to' Him * 
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Death. Is not this the ſilent Language of thoſe 


Laube, that burn; that Heart, which flames; 
thok 


An all the Agonies of Grief; repreſented the anequalle 
Anguiſn of the Father, with far greater Livelineſs and 
Strength, or rather with an inexpreſſible Emphafis, by 
drawing a Veil over hit Face. 
If the laſt Lines, are a wide Departure from the beat- 
den Track of our modern Epitaphs, and the very Re- 
verſe of their high-flown Compliments, 


.A Henp of Duff alone remai ins of Thee! 
PTis all THOU art and all the PRO U Dal 
bel | 


they are not wichout their Precedent, and that of the 


moſt conſumrfate Kind. Since they breathe the very Spi- | 


Tit of that ſacred Elegy, in which all the Heart of the 
Hero and the Friend ſeems to difſolved ; How are 
the Mighty Fallen, and the Weapons of War periſhed! 
2 Sam. i. 27.—They remind the Reader, of that aw- 
ful Leſſon, which was originally dictated by the ſupreme 
Wiſdom 3 Duft thou art, and unto Duft Thou ſhalt return, 
Ben. iii. 19,—-- They inculcate, with all the Force of 
the moſt convincing Evidence, that ſolemn Admonition, 
delivered by the Prophet; Ceaſe Ye from Man, æuboſt 
Breath is in his n ; for wherein i 16 HE to be account: 
e V? Iſai it. 22. 

That no Reader, however inattentive, might wil 
Ale the Senſe and NA of this hor of the Tm 

{A APE 64 
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1145 guarded above PR TART 8 is an eps 
ed Beck, that ſeems to be waved, with an Air of Tri- 
umph, over the Emblem of Death; which we cannot 
but ſuppoſe to be the Volume of Infpiration, as It ex- 
bibits a kind of 46rid;ement of its whole Contents, in 

thoſe animated Words, BE VE MOT SLOTHFUL, BUT 


Follewzzs or THEM. WHO THROUGH FArTH AND 


' PAT1ENCE 
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thoſe Palms, that. flouriſh ; that Grown, which 
glitters, in the well-imitated and gilded Marble? 
Do they not, to the diſcerning Eye, deſeribe the 
Vigilance of her Faith, the Fervency of her De- 
votion; her Victory over the World; and the ce- 
leftial Diadem, which the Lok, the righteous 
Judge, ſhall give her at that Day * ? 2 


How happy the Huſband, in ſuch a Sharer of his 
Bed, and Partner of his Fortunes ! Their Inclinati- 
ons were nicely tuned Unzfens, and all their Con- 
verſation was Harmony. How ſilken the Yoke te 
ſuch a Pair, and what Bleſſings were twiſted with 
ſuch Bands ? Every Joy was heightened, and every 


| Care alleviated. Nothing ſeemed wanting to con- 


ſummate their Bliſs, but a hopeful Progeny, riſing 
around them. That they might ſee themſelves mul- 
tiplied in their Little - ones; ſee their mingled Graces 
transfuſed into their Offspring; and feel the Glow 
of their Affection augmented, by being reflectid from 
their Children. Grant Us this Gift, ſaid their 


united Prayers, and our Satisfactions are crowned 


« Werequeſt no more. 


AL As! how blind are Mortals to future Events! 
en n on 


PATIENCE INHERIT THE PROMISES, Heb. vi. 12.— 
Beneath, that every Part might be pregnant with In- 
ſtruction, are thoſe ſtriking Reflections, worthy the deep 
Conſideration of the 4ighe/t, Proficient in Knowledge and 
Piety, yet obvious to the Underſtanding of the moſt 
untaught Reader; LIE, How GSHORTI ETERNITY, 
HOW LONG I— May my Soul learn the forcib/e Purport 
of this rt Leſſon, in her contrated Span of Time 
and all Eternity will not be too long, to rejoice in having 


learned it. 


— 


* 2 Tim. iv. 8. a 
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How: unable to diſcern, what is really Good + ! Ge 
me Children, ſaid Rachel, or elſe I die. An Ardor 
of Impatience altogether unbecoming; and as mif.- 
taken, as-unbecoming. She dies, not by the Di/- 
whpointment, but by the Accompliſhment, of her De. 
fire. If Children are, to Parents, like a flower) 
Chaplet, whoſe Beauties bloſſom with Ornament, 
and whoſe Odours breathe Delight ; Death, or 
come fell Misfortune, may find Means to entwine 
themſelves with the lovely Wreath. Whenever 


nity, after any inferior Acquiſition ; it may be truly 
ſaid, in the Words of our Divine Maſter, Ye:#now 
not wher Vea. - Does Providence with-hold the 


.only with-holds the Occaſion of our Miſery, if not 
the Inſtrument of our Ruin. With a ſickly Appe- 
tite, We often-loathe what is wholeſome, and linger 
.after our Bane. Where, Imagination dreams of 
unmingled Sweets ;- There, Experience frequently 
finds the Bitterneſs of Wo. 
© THEREFORE, may we covet immoderately 
neither this, nor that Form. of earthly Felicity; but 
refer the Whole of our Condition, to the Choice 
of unerring Wiſdoni-. May we learn to renounce 
our-own Will: and beweis to make a Sacrifice of 
our warmeſt Wiſhes, whenever they run counter 
| to the good Pleaſure of Gop. For, indeed, as to 
| -obey his Laws, is to be perfectly free; ſo, to re/ign 
| Our ſolves to his Diſpoſal, is to eflabliſh our Owl 
= Happineß, and to be ſecure from F ear of Evil. 
Hk, 


+ Neſcia Mens Hominum Fats, Sort 1 future ! 
Turno Tempus erit, magno cum optaverit emptun 
Jntaaum Pallanta ; & cum m Spolia fe Pine 
-Ogerite. 


| Gen, xxx. 1. 


our Souls are poured out, with paſſionate Importu- 


Thing that We long for? It denies -in Mercy, and} 


G . , Y w0X tanififs $# a =». 
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de HERE, a ſmall and plain Stone is placed uporr the 
or Ground; purchaſed, one would imagine, from the 
if. little Fund, and formed by the Hand of Frugalitß 
„ WY itſelf. Nothing coſtly: not one Decoration added: 
& Wl only a very ſhort Inſcription-; and that fo effaced, 
ry Wl 2s to be ſcarcely intelligible. — Was the: Depoſitary 
it, WE unfaithful to its Fruſt? Or were the Letters: worn, 
ot by the frequent Reſort of the ſurviving Family; to 
ne mourn over the Grave, and revive the Remem- 
&« brance, of a moſt valuable and beloved Relative? 
u- For I perceive, upon. a cloſer Inſpection, that it 
covers the Remains of a. Father. A religious Fa- 
ther ; ſnatched from his growing Offspring, before 
they were ſettled in the World, or ſo much as their 
Principles fixed by a thorough Education. 
THrrs, ſure, is the moſt complicated Woe, that 
has hitherto come under our Conſideration. The 
Solemmnities of ſuch. a dying Chamber: are ſome of 
the moſt. melting and melancholy Scenes imaginable: . 
— There lies the affectionate Huſband ;: the indul- 
pet Parent ; the faithful Friend ; andthe generous 
aſler. He lies in the aſt Extremities, and on the 
very Point of Diflolution. Art has done its All. 
The raging Diſeaſe. mocks: the Power of Medicine. 
It haſtens, with reſiſtleſs Impetuoſity, to execute its 
dreadful Errand.;. to: rend aſunder the ſilver Cord 
of Life, and the more delicate Tye of mutual Love. 

A Servant or two, from a revering Diſtance, caſt 
many a- wiſhful Look, and condole their-honoured 
Maſter in the Language of Sighs. The condeſcend - 

ing Mildneſs, with which He was wont to give, 
x, and the dutiful- Alaerity, with which they always re- 

ceived, his eaſy Commands; now imbitter their 
Grief, and make it trickle plentifully down their 

un honeſt Cheeks. . His Friends, who have ſo often 

gf gladdened his-Mind with their enlivening. Converſe, 

are miſerable Comforters, - A. ſympathizing and 
mourning Pity. is all the Relief, they are able to 
1 contributs-_ 
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contribute : unleſs it be augmented by their ſilent 


Prayers for the divine Suecour, and a Word of 
Conſolation ſuggeſted from the Scripture*.— T hoſe 
poor Innocents, the Children, croud around the Bed; 
drowned in Tears, and almoſt frantic. with Grief; 
they ſob out their little Souls, and paſſionately cry; 
„Will He leave Us? Leave Us, in a helpleſs 
Condition! Leave Us, to an injurious World!“ 
——— Theſe ſeparate Streams are all united in the di- 
ſtreſſed Spouſe, and overwhelm her Breaſt with a 
Tide of Sorrows. In Her, the Lover weeps ; the 
Fife mourns ; and all the Mother yearns. To Her, 
the Loſs is beyond meaſure aggravated, by Months 
and Years of deligheful Society, and exalted Friend- 
ſhip. Where, alas! can ſhe find ſuch cordial Af- 
ſection, or repoſe ſuch unreſerved Confidence: 
Where find ſo diſcreet a Counſellor ; fo improving an 
Example; and a Guardian, fo ſedulouſly attentive 
to the Intereſts of herſelf, and her Children? See! 
how ſhe hangs over the languiſhing Bed; moſt ten- 
derly ſolicitous to ſooth the bitter Agonies of her 
diearer ſelf; and, if it were poſſible, lengthen out 
a Life; on which her own Comfort, and the Sup- 
port of her Little-ones, principally depend. Behold 


her Hands, trembling under direful Apprehenſions, 


yet wiping the cold Dews from the livid Cheeks; 
ſometimes, ſtaying the ſinking Head on her gentle 
Arms, or reſting it on her compaſſionate Boſom. 
See]! how ſhe gazes, with a ſpeechleſs Ardor, " 
„ | J 1 3 8 4 the 


Texts of Scripture, proper for ſuch an Occaſion; 
containing Promiſes———-of: Support under Affliction, 
Lam. iii. 32. Heb. xii. 6. 2 Cor. iv. 17,—— of Pardon, 
Wai. lin. 5. Jai. i. 18 1 Job ii. 1, 2. Ads x. 43. 
of Juſtification, Rom. v. 9. Rom. viii 33, 34. 2 Cor, v. 
21.—of Victory over Death, P/a/m xxili. 4. P/alm Ixxili. 
26. Hoſ. iti. 14. 1 Cor. xv, 56, 57.——of a happy Re- 
ſurrection, Jobn vi. 40. 2 Cor. v. 1. Rev. vii. 16, 17. 
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Y ho will ſoon be fatherleſs Orphans. Yet, though 


+ Orphans.= 
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the pale Countenance, and meagre Features. While 
all her ſoft Paſſions beat unutterable Fondneſs, and 
her whole Soul is wounded with exquiſtte nguiſſi. 
THe Sufferer, all patient and 9 yields to- 
the divine Will; and, by. Submiſſion, becomes ſu- 
perior to his Afflidion. He is ſenſibly touched with 
the diſconſolate State of his Attendants ; and pierceds 
with an anxious Concern, for the Wife, who- 
will ſoon be a deſtitute Widow:z for the Childreng; 


% caſt down, not in Deſpair.“ He is greatly refreſh-- 
ed, by his Truſt in the everlaſting Covenant, and 
his Hope of approaching Glory. Religion gives as 
Dignity even to Diſtreſs. At each Interval of Eaſe, 
he comforts his very Comforters; and ſuffers with 
all the Majeſty of Woe. 

THE Soul, juſt going to abandon: the tottering: 
Clay, collects all her Force, and exerts her laſt Ef- 
forts. The good Man raiſes himſelf on his Pillow; 
extends a kind Hand to his Servants, . which is bath- 
ed in Tears; takes an affecting Farewel.:of his- 
Friends; claſps his Wife in a feeble Embrace; kiff 
es the dear Pledges of their mutual Love; and then 
pours all that remains of Life and of Strength, into 
the following Words; I die, my dear Child- 
« ren: but Gon, the everlaſting Gon, will be 
* with You.— Though you loſe an earthly Parent; 
* You have a Father in Heaven, who lives for 
e evermore. Nothing, nothing but an unbelieve-- 
ing Heart, and irreligious Life, can ever ſepa- 
** rate Vou, from the Regards of his Providence 
« from: the Endearments of his Love.“ 

He could go no farther. His Heart was full ; but 
Utterance failed. After a ſhort Pauſe; promptecki 
by affectionate Zeal, with Difficulty, great Difficul-- — 
ty, He added.“ You, the dear: Partner of 
* my Soul, you are now the only Protector of our 
L leave -You. under a Weight of 

| 0 4 . 
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Cares. But Gop, who defended the Cauſe of 
<< the Widow---God, whoſe Promiſe is Faithful- 
& neſsand ee Gop hath ſaid, 7 will never 
& leave thee, nor forſake thee 4: This revives 
my drooping Spirits——Ler this ſupport the Wife 
«© of my Boſom- 
«- paſſions, into thy Hands I commend my Spirit 


<< encouraged by thy promiſed Goodneſs, 5 leave 


« my fatherleſs.” —— 


HERE, he fainted : fell back upon the Bed ; and 


Jay, for ſome Minutes, bereft of his Senſes. A8 2 
Taper, „upon the very Point of Extinction, is ſome- 


times ſuddenly rekindled, and leaps into a quivering 


Flame: So Life, before it totally expired, gave a 
parting Struggle, and once more looked Abroad 
He would fain have 
ſpoke ; fain have uttered the Sentence, he began. 


from the opening Eye-lids. 


More than once he aſſayed: but the Organs of 


Speech were become like a broken Veſſel ; and no- 
thing but the ob/frufing Phlegm rattled, in his 
Throat. His A/pe&, however, ſpoke Affection in 


expreſfible. With all the Father, all the Huſband, 
ſtill living in his Looks; he takes one more Vier 


of thoſe dear Creatures, whom he had often beheld 


with a parental Triumph. He turns his dying Eyes 


on that beloved Woman, whom he never beheld but 


with a Glow of Delight. Fixed in this Poſture, 
amidſt Smiles of Love, and under a Gleam of Hea- 
ven, they ſhine out their laſt. 


_ Upon this, the ſilent Sorrow burſt into loud 


Laments. They weep, and refuſe to be comforted; 
till ſome Length of Time had given Vent to the 


Exceſs of Paſſion; and the Conſolations of Religion, 


had ſtaunched their. bleeding Woes. Then the af- 
flicted Family ſearch for the Sentence, which fell 


. from thoſe loved, thoſe venerable, and 


pious 


'*: Hol, wi.6; 


And now, O Father of Com- 
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pious Lips. They find it recorded by the Prophet 
zremiah, containing the Direction of infinite Wiſ- 
dom, and the Promiſe of almighty Goodneſs; 
Leave thy fatherleſs Children; I will preſerve them 
alive; and. let thy Widows truſt in me. This now © 
is the Comfort of their Life, and the Foy of _— 
Heart. They treaſure it up, .in their Memories, as 
a.moſt valuable Legacy. They rely upon it, as an 
inerbauſtible Fund, to ſupply all their Neceſſities; 
and to enſure the Bleſſing of Succeſs, on all their 
honeft Labours. They are rich; they are happy; 
in this ſacred Pledge of the divine Favour, They 
Fear no Evil; they want no Good; becauſe GOD 
is s their Guide, and their. Guardian Gon. 5 | 


No ſooner turned! from one Mements of my 
5 own, and Memorial of another's Deceaſe, but a 
f ſecond, a third, a long Succeſſion: of theſe melan- 
choly Monitors, croud upon my Sight+. That 
which has fixed my Obſervation, is one of a more 
grave and ſable Aha than the former. I ſuppoſe : 
it preſerves the Relics of a more aged Perſon... One 
would conjecture, that he made ſomewhat of a 
Figure in his Station among the Living, as his Mo- 
nument does among the Funeral Marbles. .. Let me 
draw near, and inquire. of the Stone, ““ Ibo, or 
„ what,' is beneath its Surface? Jam inform 
ed, He was once the Owner of a conſiderable Eſ— 
tate; which was much improved by his own Appli- 
cation and. Management: That, he leſt the World 
in the 52 Period: of Life ; advanced a little beyond 
the Meridian. Probably, replied my muſing Mind. 
one of thoſe. indefatigable Drudges, who riſe early; 
late take reſt; and eat the Bread of Carefulneſs; 
not to ſecure the Loving-kindneſs of the Logo : - 

= HET no. 


Plurima Mortis Imago, * 
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not to make Proviſion for any reaſonable: Neceſlity; 
but only to amaſs together ten thouſand times more, 
than they can poffibly uſe. Did he not lay Schemes 
for enlarging his Fortune, and aggrandizing his Fa- 
mily? Did he not purpoſe to join Field to Field, 
and add Houſe to Houſe; till his Peſſeſſions were al- 
meſt as vaſt, as his Defires ; ? That, then, he 
would * fit down, and enjoy what he had acquired; 
breathe awhile from his toilſome Purſuit of Thing 
temporal, and, perhaps, think a little of Things 
eternal. 

Bu er fee the Polly of worldly Wiſdom ! How 

_ filly, how childiſh, is G4 Sagacity of (what is called) 
manly and maſterly Prudence; when it con- 
trives more ſolicitouſly for TIME, than it pro- 
wides. for ETERNITY! How ſtrangely infa 
tuated are thoſe ſubtil Heads; that weary themſel ves, 
in concerting Meaſures for Shadows of a Day; 
and ſcarce beftow a Thought on everlaſting Re. 
 alities /—When every Wheel moves on ſmoothly; 
when all the well-diſpoſed Deſigns are ripening apace 
for Execution; and the long- expected Criſis of En- 
joy ment ſeems to to approach ; behold! Gop from 
on high laughs at the Babel- builder; Death touches 
the labour'd Bubble, and immediately it breaks, 
The Cobweb, moſt ' finely ſpun indeed, but mort 
eafily diſlodged, is ſwept away in an Inſtant; and 
all the abortive Projects are buried, in the ſame 
Grave, with their Projector. 80 true is that Ver- 
dict, which the Wiſdom from above paſſes on theſe 
facceſsful Unfortunates : «© They walk in a vain 
& Shadow, and diſquiet themſelves in vain f.” L“ 
SPEAK, ye, that attended. ſuch a one in his aft 
| Minutes ; ; ye, that heard his expiring Sentiment 
. * did 


* Hac mente laborem 
Seſe ferre, ſenes ut in otia tuta recedant, | 
Han, cum ſibi fent an” cibaria. | a Hor. 
+ Pſalm xxxix. — 
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did he not cry out, in the Language af diſappointed 
Senſuality, O Death ! how terrible is 97 2 Ap- 
«proach, to. a Man that has devoted himſelf to 
« the Purſuit of preſſt Satisfactions, and exerciſed 
« no Concern for the never- ending Hereaſter! 
« Where, alas is the Profit, where the Comfort 
« of entering deep into the Knowledge, and of 
« being dextrous in the Diſpatch, of earthly Af- 
ce fairs; ſince J have, all the while, negleRed tbe 
c one thing needful? O deſtructive Miſtake | - 
c have been attentive: to every inferior Intereſt; I. 
« have laid myſelf out on the Triſſes of a — 2 
ce but have diſ- regarded Heaven; have forgot eter- 
« nal Ages] Oh! that my Days“ Here,, He 
o- was going on to breathe ſome fruitleſs. Wiſbes; or 
to form, I know not what, ineffe&tual Reſolutions. 
But a ſudden Convulſion ſhook his Nerves ; diſabled:: _ 
his Tongue; and, in leſs than an Sous, diſlolved:i 
his Frame. 

May the Ch FIRE of this uli be * by the - 
dying Words of an .unhappy Brother, and gather 
Advantage from his Misfortune. Why ſhould they 
pant with impatient:Ardour after White and Yellow 
Earth, as if the Univerſe did not afford ſufficient for 
every one to take a little? Why ſhould they lade 
themfelves with zhec& Clay, when they are: to u 
« for an incorruptible Crown, and preſs towards the. 

* Prize of their high Calling?” Wi hy ſhould*they - 
over-load the Veſſel, in which their everlaſting AEL is 
embarked; or fill their Arms with Super flurties, when 
they are to ſwim for their Liver 2. Yet; ſo prepoſte--- 
Tous is the Conduct of thoſe Perſons; who are all 
Induſtry, to heap up an Abundance of the Wealth: 

which periſheth; but are ſcarce ſo much as faintly. 7 
deſirous of being rich towards „e n 

O! that we may walk from henceforth through”: 
all theſe:glittering Toys, at leaſt with a wiſe {ndif<*- 

Ferencæ, if apt wich a ſuperior e. { 7 Having. x 
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enough for the Conveniencies of Life, let us only 
accommodate ourſelves with Things below, and lay 
up our Treaſures in the Regions above, — Whereas, 
if we indulge an anxious ConSrn, or laviſh an inor- 
dinate Care, on any tranſitory Poſſeſſicns, we ſhall 
rivet them to our Affections with ſo firm an Union, 
that the utmoſt Severity of Pain muſt attend the 


feparating Stroke. By ſuch an eager Attachment to 


what will certainly be raviſhed from us, we ſhall 
only inſure to ourſelves accumulated Anguiſh againſt 
the agonizing Hour: We ſhall plant aforehand our 
dying Pillow with Thorns 9. 


Some, I perceive, arrived at Threeſcore Ne 


and ten, before they made their Exit; nay, - ſome 


few reſigned not their Breath, till they had number- 
ed Fourſcore revolving Harveſts.—Theſe, I would 
hope, remembered their Creator in the Days of 


< their Youth ;** before their Strength became La- 


our and * 426k FR before that low Ebb of languiſh- 
ing-Nature, when the Keepers of the Houſe — 
and thoſe that 110k out of the Windows are darkened}: 
when, even the Lighting down of the Graſbopper 


1b a Burden on the bending Shoulders; and Deir: 


itſelf >Fazls' in the liſtleſs, inactive, lethargic Soul: 
—Before theſe heavy mew come, and thoſe. tire- 
Tome 


Lean not on Earth; ; *twill pierce hs to the Hear, 
A broken Reed at beſt, but oft a Spear; 

\, Oni its W Point Peace bleeds, and Hope expires. 

 Night-Thoughts, No. III. 


4 Eceleſ. xii 3. 5. I need not remind my Reader, 
that, by the farmer of thele figurative Expreſſions, 1s 
ſignified The enervated State A the Hands and Arms; 
by the /atter, the Dimne/5 of the Eyes, or the total Loſs 
of Sight: that, taken in Connection with other Part: 
of the Chapter, they exhibit, in a Series of elegant Si. 

militudes, a Deſeription of the warious Infirmities which 
- agcompany Oia 4. 
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ſome Moments draw nigh; in which, there is too 
much Reaſon to ſay, ** We have no Pleaſure in 
« them; no Improvement from them.“ * 
Ir their Lamps were unfurniſhed with Oil, how 
unfit muſt they be, in ſuch decrepit Circumſtances, 
to go to the Market, and buy? * For, beſides a 
Variety of Diſorders ariſing from the enfeebled Con- 
ſtitution, their Corruptions muſt be ſurprifingly 
ſtrengthened by ſuch a long Courſe of Irreligion. 
Evil Habits muſt have fruck the deepeſt Root, muſt 
have filed themſelves with every Fibre of the 
Heart; and be as thoroughly ingrained in the Dio 
poſition, as the Soot in the Ethiopian's Complexion, 
or the Spots in the Leopard's Skin. If ſuch a one, 
under-ſuch Diſadvantages, ſurmounts all the Diffi- 
culties that lie in his Way to Glory, it muſt be a 
great and mighty Salvation indeed. If ſuch a one 
© eſcapes Deſtruction, and is ſaved at the laſt, it muſt; 
without all peradventure, be / as by Fire f. 
TE ls is the Seaſon that ſtands in need of Comfort, 
and is very improper to enter upon the Conflick. 
The Huſbandman ſhould now be putting in his Sic- 
kle, or eating the Fruit of his Labours; not begin- 
ning to break up the Ground, or ſcatter the Seed. 
—Nothing, *tis true, is impoſſible with-Gop : He 
ſaid, Let there be Light, and there was Light : In- 
ſtantaneous Light, diffuſed, as quick as Thought, 
through all the diſmal Dominion of primeval Dark- 
neſs. At his Command, a Leproſy of the longeſt 
Continuance, and utmoſt Inveteracy, departs in a 
Moment. He can, in the Greatneſs of his Strength, 
quicken the Wretch, that has lain dead in Treſpaſſ- 
es and Sins, not four Days only, but four/core Years. 
Let truſt not, O truſt not, a Point of ſuch inex- 
preſſible Importance, to ſo dreadful an Uncertainty. 
Gop may ſuſpend his Power; may withdraw his 

l | Help : 
* Matt. xxv. . 2 

+ 1 Cor. iii. 15. 
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Help: may ſwear in his Wrath, that ſuch Abuſer, | 
of Fs Long-ſuffering ſhall never enter into his 
* Raft.” 
YE therefore, that are vigorous in Health, and 
' blooming in Years, improve the precious Opportuni. 
ty. Improve your golden Hours to the nobleſt of all 
Purpoſes: ſuch as may render you meet for the In- 
heritance of Saints in Lights ; and aſcertain your | 
Title, to a State of immortal Youth ; to a Crown 
of eternal Glory*.——Stand not all the Prime of 
your Day, idle; trifle no longer with the Offers of 
this immenſe F elicity: but make Haſte, and delay nit 
the Time to keep Gop's Commandments, While 
you are loitering in a gay Inſenſibility, Death may be 
bending his Bow, and marking you out for ſpeedy i 
Vidims. Not long ago | happened to ſpy a 
thoughtleſs Fay. The. poor Bird was idly buſied in 
dreſſing bis pretty Plumes, or hopping careleſly from 
Spray to Spray. A Sportſman, coming by, obſerves 
the feathered Rover. Immediately he lifts” the 
Tube, and levels his Blow. Swifter than W hirl- 8 | 
wind flies the leaden Death; and, in a Moment, , 
lays the filly Creature, breathleſs on the Ground. 
uch, fuch, may be the Fate of the Man, that 
Has a fair Oman. of obtaining Grace To-day, and 
75 acht e wantonly 
4 * May 1 be ine to. need as a Treaſure. 
of ineſtimable Value, and a Treatiſe particularly appo- 
fite to my Subject, Da. LUCAS's Inquiry ar 
HAPPIREss 1 That Part eſpecially, which diſplays the 
Method, and enumetates the Advantages, of 1mprove- 
ing Life, or living much in a little Time. Chap. III. p. 
158. of the 6th Edit. — An Author ; in whom the 
Gentleman, the Scholar, and the Chriſtian, are moſt 
happily united. A Performance; which, in point of 
ſolid Argument, unaffected Piety, and a Vein of Thougbt 
amazingly fertile, has, perhaps, no Superior. — Not can 
I with my Reader a more refined Pleaſure, or a more 


ſubſtantial Happineſs ; than that of having the Sent: 
ments of this entertaining and pathetic Writer wove 


into the very Texture of his Heart. 
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wantonly po/Zpones the Improvement of it till. To- 
morrow. He may be cut off in the midſt of his 
Folly, and ruined for ever, while he is dreaming of 
being wiſe hereafter. 

SoME, no doubt, came to this their laſt Retreat, 
full of Piety, and full of Days; as a Shock of 
« Corn, ripe with Age, and laden with Plenty, 
& cometh in, in his Seaſon*.” - Theſe were 
Children of Light, and wiſe in their Generation; 
wiſe towards GoD; wiſe for their moſt important 
Concerns ; and wiſe for that bliſsful Eternity, they 
now inherit. Rich alſo they were, more honoura- 
bly and permanently rich, than all the Votaries of 
Mammon. The Wealth of the One has made it- 
ſelf Wings, and is irrecoverably gone; while the 
wretched Acquirers are tranſmitted to that Place of 
Penury and Pain, where not ſo much as one Drop 
of Water is allowed to cool their ſcorched Tongues 
Whereas the Stores of the other {till abide with them; 
will never depart from them ; but make them glad 
for Ever and Ever in the City of their Gop. Their 
Treaſures were ſuch, as no created Power could 
take away; ſuch as none but infinite Beneficence can 
below ; and (Oh! comfortable to conſider /) fuch 
as I, and every indigent longing Sinner, may of- 
tain; Treaſures of heavenly Knowledge, and ſave- 
ing Faith ; Treaſures of atoning Blood, and imputed 
Righteouſneſs. VVV 

HERE Þ lie their Bodies in & peaceable Habitati- 

2 1:7 +6 ol 
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T Some, I know, are offended at our burying Corp- 
ſes within the Church, and exclaim againſt it as a very 
great Impropriety and Indecency: But this, I imagine, pro- 
ceeds from an exceſſive and miſtaken Delicacy. Let pro- 
per Care be taken to ſecure from Injury the Foundations 
of the Building,, and to prevent the Exhalation of any 
noxious Effluvia, from the putrefying Fleſh; and I 
cannot diſcover any Inconveniencies attending this Prae- 
tice, '* | Tur 


At 
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& ons and quiet Reſting Places. Here they have 
thrown off every Burden, and are eſcaped from 
c 4 | ek every 


* 


Tn Notion, that noiſome Carcaſses (as they are called) 
are very unbecoming a Place conſecrated to religions 
Purpoſes, feems to be founded on an Antiquated Feau- 
2% Canon; Whereby it was declared, that a dead Body 
imparted Defilement to the Perſon, who touched it; and if 

polluted the Spot, where it was lodged. On which Ac-Þ 

count, the Jeaus were ſcrupulouſly careful to have their 
Sepulchres built at a Diſtance from their Houſes ; and 
made it a Point of Conſcience not to ſuffer any Cemete- 
Ties to ſubſift in the City, But as this was a Rite wand 
Ceremonial, it ſeems to be entirely ſuperſeded by the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation. TG | Fo; Hh 
I cannor forbear thinking, that, under the Chriſtian 
Oeconomy, there is a. Propriety and Uſefulneſs in the 
Cuſtom. —U/#fu/neſs, becauſe it muſt render our ſolemn 
Aſſemblies more venerable and awful. For when we 
walk over the Duſt of our Friends, or kneel upan the 
Aſhes of our Relations, this awakening Circumſtance 
muſt ſtrike a lively Impreſſion of our own Mortality. 
And what Conſideration can be more effectual, to make 
us ſerious and attentive in Hearing, earneſt and importu- 
nate in Praying? As for the Fitne of the Uſage, it ſeems 
Ren ſuitable to the Deſign of thoſe ſacred Edifices 
They are ſet apart for God; not only to receive his 
Worſhippers, but to preſerve the Furniture. for holy 
Miniftrations, and what is, in a peculiar Manner, ap- 
propriated to the Divine Majeſty, And are not the Bo- 
dies of the Saints the Almighty's Property? Were they 
not once the Objects of his tender Lowe? Are they not 
fill the Subjects of his /pecia/ Care? Has He not given 
Commandment concerning the Bones of his Elect; and 
charged the Ocean, and enjoined the Grave, to keep pi. 
them till Hh Day? Are they not precious in his Eſteem! ęnc 
So precious, that when Mountains, bright with Gen, ab! 
or rich with Mixes, are abandoned to the devouring Wit 
Flames; The/e ſhall be reſcued from the fiery Ruin; Num 
Theſe ſhall be tranſlated into JEnovan's Kingdom; and, 
conjointly with the Soul, made his Jewels; made hi 


e peculiar 
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very Snare. The Head aches no more; the 
Eye forgets to weep 3 the Fleſh is no longer racked 
ith acute, nor pines away under lingering Diſ- 
empers. Here they receive a final Releafe from 
Pain, and an everlaſting Diſcharge from Sorrows, 


Ws ere Danger never threatens them with her terrify- 
. ng Alarms; but Tranquility ſoftens their Couch, 
dy nd Safety guards their Repoſe. Reſt then, ye 


Precious Relics, within this hoſpitable Gloom; reſt 
Wn gentle Slumbers, till the laſt Trumpet ſhall 
ive the welcome Signal, and ſound aloud through 
ill your ſilent Manſions, © Arife ; ſhine ; for your 
| i 8 | Bb” 


« peculiar Treaſure ;” made to ſhine as the Brightneſs 
df the Firmament, and as the Stars for Ever and Ever. 
Is not CIS T the LORD of our Bodies? Are they 
ot bought with a Price? Bought, not with corruptible 
Things, Silver and Gold; but, with his Divine Blood. 


the nd, if the bleſſed Jesvs purchaſed the Redemption of 
nee ur Bodies, at ſo infinitely dear a rate; can it enter into 
ity. ur Hearts to conceive, that he ſhould diſlike to have 
ake hem repoſed under his own Habitation ? Once 


nore; Are not the Bodies of the Faithful, Temples of 
e Holy Ghoſt ? And is there not, upon this Suppoſiti- 
n, an apparent Propriety, rather than the leaſt Indecorum, 

remitting.theſe Temples of Fleſh to the 'Temple made 


vith Hands? They are Veſſels of Honour, Inſtruments 
ap- Righteouſneſs, and, even when broken by Death, 
Bo- ke the Fragments of a golden Bowl, are valuable, are 
the) Worthy to be laid up in the ſafeſt, moſt honourable Re- 
not Nofitories. my i | „ 
vel g Upon the whole; ſince the LoD Jesus has pur- 
and ¶haſed them at the Expence of his Blood, and the bleſſed 
keep Wpirit has honoured them with his in-dwelling Pre- 


nce, ; ſince they are right dear in the Sight of the ado- 
able Trinity, and undoubted Heirs of a glorious Immor- 
ality: Why ſhould it be thought a Thing improper to 
amit them to a tranſient Reſt in their Heavenly Father's + 
ouſe? Why may they not lie down and ſleep in ths 
hu er Courts, fince they are ſoon to be introduced into 

ulia de inmo/ Manſions of everlaſting Honour and Joy ? 


* 
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« Light is come, and the Glory of the Lond. 
« riſen upon you 4.“ 

To theſe how calm was the E. vening of Life ln 
what a ſmiling Serenity did their Sun go down! 
When their Fleſh and their Heart failed, how re- 
viving was the Remembrance of an All. ſufficient 
Redeemer; once dying for their Sins, now riſen 
again for their Juſtification ! How chearing the 
well-grounded Hope of Pardon for their Tranſgreſli-W 
ons, and Peace with Gop, through JESUS Cars 
our Lord ! How did this aſſuage the Agonies, and] 
fweeten the Bitterneſs of Death ? Where now 
is Health, with all her golden Mountains? Where 
IS Honexr, with her proud Trophies of Renown! 
Where are all the vain Pomps of a deluded World! 
Can they adniinifter any Support in this laſt Extre- 
mity? Can they compoſe the affrighted Thoughts, 
or buoy up the departing Soul amidſt all the Pang 
of Diſſolution? — The Followers of the Lamb ſeem 
pleaſed and triumphant even at their laſt Gaſp. 
“ Gop's everlaſting Arms are underneath 4. thei 
fainting Heads. His Spirit whiſpers. Peace and 
Conſolation to their Conſcienees. In the ſtrengti 
of theſe heavenly Succours, they quit the Field d 
Battle, not Captives but A ; with“ Hopes 
full of Immortality.” 

AND now they are gone.— The Struggles of re 
luctant Nature are over. The Body ſleeps in Death; 
the Soul launches into the invi/ible State. But 
who can imagine the delightful Surprize, whe 
they find themſelves ſurrounded by guardian Angels: 
inſtead of weeping Friends? How ſecurely do the) 
wing their Way, and paſs through unknow! 
Worlds; under the Conduct of theſe celeftia 
Guides !—— The Vale of Tears is quite loft, Far. 
wel, for Ever, the Realms of Woe, and range d 


malignant * They arrive on the a 
: = 7 


1 lai, lx. 1. + Deut. xxxlit. 27. 
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of inexpreſſible Felicity. They are come to the 
« City of the Living God :” While a Voice, ſweet- 
er than Muſic in her ſofter Strains, ſweet as the 
Harmony of hymning Seraphim; congratulates their 


| Arrival, and beſpeaks their Admifzon :. Lift “ up 
ient “ your Heads, O ye Gates; and be ye lift up, ye 
ien everlaſting Doors; that the Heirs of Glory may 
the WW enter in.” 1 E 3 
ell- HERE, then, let us leave „ the Spirits and Souls 
157 BN © of the Righteous 3" eſcaped: from an entangling 


Wilderneſs, and received into a Paradiſe of Delights 
eſcaped from the Territories of Diſquietude, and ſet- 


nere tled in Regions of unmoleſted Security+! Here 
vn! they ſit down with Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacob, in 


the Kingdom oſ their Father. Here they mingle 
with an innumerable Company of Angels, and re- 


hte, ¶ N joice around the Throne of the Lamb; rejoice in 
ang the Fruition of preſent Felicity, and in the aſſured 


Expectation of an inconceivable Addition to their 
Bliſs ; when “ Gop ſhall call the Heavens from 
“ above, and the Earth, that he may judge his Peo- 
ple.“ — 40% M 
% Fools accounted their Life Madneſs, and 
te their End to be without Honour: but, they are 
numbered among the Children of Gop, and 
« their Lot, their diſtinguiſhed and eternal Lot, is 
among the Saints I' However, therefore, an un- 
M 4. diſcerning 


hen Seneca's Reflections upon the happy State of holy 
rel Souls, delivered from the Burden of the Fleſh, are truly 
ther admirable.— In hoc tam procelloſo, & in omnes Tempeſta- 
tes ex poſito nawvigantibus Mari, nullus Partus, niſi Mortis 
H. Ne itaque invideris Fratri tuo; quieſcit. Tandem 
liber, tandem tutus, tandem aternus oft. Fraitur nunc a- 


| 0 Verto & libero Cælo; ex humili & deprefſo, in cum emicu- 
F F it Locum, qui ſolutas Vinculis Animas beats recipit Sinu; 
10 


nunc omni a Rerum Natura Bona cum ſumma Voluptate 
A ercipit. Sen. ad Polyb. ä 
| 5 | 4q Wild. V. 4 CO 
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diſcerning World may deſpiſe, and a prefune World 
vil;fy, the truly Religious; be this the ſupreme, the 
invariable Deſire of my Heart! Let me live the Life, 
and die the Death of the Righteous. Oh] let my 
« latter End, and future State, be like theirs.“ 


 Wrar Figure is that, which ſtrikes my Eye, 
from an eminent Part of the Wall? It is not only 
placed in a more elevated Situation than the reſt, but 
carries a more ſplendid and ſumptuous Air than ordi- 
nary. Swords and Spears, murdering Engines, 
and Inſtruments of Slaughter, adorn the Stone with 
a formidable Magnificence.—lt proves to be the 
Monument of a noble Warrior. n 
Is ſuch Reſpect, thought I, paid to the Memory 
of this brave Soldier, for ſacrificing his Life to the 
public Good ? Then what Honours, what im- 
mortal Honours, are due to the great Captain of 
our Salvation, who, though Lord of the Angelic Li. 
gions, and ſupreme Commander of all the Heaven) 
Hoſts, willingly offered Himſelf a bleeding Propiti- 
ation for Sinners. — > | 


Tux one died; being a Mortal; and only yielded * 
up a Life, that was long before forfeited to Divine I 
Juſtice ; which muſt ſoon have been ſurrenderel|Ml - 
as a Debt to Nature, if it had not fallen as a Prey i 
Var; — But CHRisT'took Fleſh, and gave wil © 
the Ghoſt, though he was the great I A M, the 

88 


Fountain of Exiſtence, who calls Happineſs and In- 
mortality alt his own. He, who thought it no Rob-lll © 
bery to be Equal with God; He, whofe Outgoing l 
were from everlaſting 3 even He, was made in the 
Likeneſs of Man, and cut. sf out of the Land of the 
Living. Wonder, O Heavens! Be aſtoniſhed, 0 
Earth] He died the Death, of whom it is witneſſed 
that he is the true GoD, and eternal Life 8d.“ 

T Ht one expoſed Himſelf to Peril, in the — 


8 1 John:v, 20, 
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of his Sovereign, and his Country; which, though it 
was glorious to do, yet would have been ignomini- 
ous, in ſuch Circumſtances, to have declined. —But 
CHRIST took the Field, though he was the ble/ſ- 
ed and only Potentate, the KING of Kings, and 
Loxp of Lords. CHRIST took the Field, though 
he was ſure to drop in the Engagement; and put 


non the Harneſs, though he 4new before-hand, it 
but ! muſt 74:4 with his Bloaozd, That Prince of Heaven 
45: BY reſigned his royal Perſon not barely to the Hazard, 
es. but to the inevitable Stroke; to Death, certain in its 
i) BY Approach, and armed with all its Horrors. —And 
che for hem? Not for thoſe who were in any Degree de- 
ſerving; but for his own diſobedient Creatures; for 
ory (ll tbe Pardon of condemned MalefaQtors ; for a Band 
the WY of Rebels, a Race of Traitors, the moſt obnoxious 
im- and inexcuſable of all Criminals ; whom he might 

| offi have left to periſh in their. Iniquities, without the 
1, i leaſt Impeachment of his Goodneſs ; nay, to the ad- 
enh i vantagious Diſplay of his avenging Juſtice. 

pitt THe One, tis probable, died exped:tioufly ; was 
ſoon wounded, and ſoon lain : a Bullet lodged in 
del bis Heart, a Sword ſheathed in his Breaſt, or a 
wine Battle-ax, cleaving the Brain, might put a /peedy 
ereilt End to his Miſery ; diſpatch him < as in a Moment.. 
oy t — Whereas, the Divine Redeemer expired in tedi- 

- wil and protracted Torments, His Pangs were as 
the Ingering, as they were exquifite. Even in the Pre- 
nude to his laſt Sufferings, what a Load of Sorrows 
Rob Overwhelmed his ſacred Humanity; till the into- 
ding lerable Preſſure wrung Blood, inſtead of Sweat, 
tze from every Pore; till the Crimſon Flood bathed 
F the his Body, tained all his Raiment, and tinged 
„0 the very Stones. But when the /a/t Scene of 
eſſec the Tragedy commenced; when the Executioner's 


Hammer had nailed him to the Croſs; Oh; how 
many diſmgl Hours did that amiable and illuſtrious 
dufferer hang, a Spectacle of Woe to Gon, to An- 

r gels, 
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was flaughtered with the utmoſt Inhumanity, 


46 - MEDITAT TON S 
gels, and to Men: His Temples mangled with the 
thorny Crown: his Hands and Feet cleft with the 
rugged Irons; his Fleſh covered with Wounds, 
ſmarting and agonizing in every Vein; and his Soul, 
his very Soul, pierced with Pangs of unutterable 
Diſtreſs. So long he hung, that Nature, througł 
all her Dominions, was thrown into ſympathiging 
Commotions. Ihe Earth could no longer ſuſtain 
ſuch barbarous Indignities, without trembling; na 
the Sun behold them, without Horror. Nay, ſo 
long did he hang in this Extremity of Forture, that 
the Alarm reached even the remote Regions of the 
Dead. Never, O my Soul, never forget the 
amazing Truth: The Lamb of Gop was worried, 


and endured Death in all its Bitterneſs for thee, 
His Murderers, {tudiouſly cruel, ſo guided the fa 
tal Cup, that he taſtedl very Drop of its Gall, be 
fore he — it off to the very Dreg es. 
ONCE again; the One died like a 1 wal 
fell gallantly in the Field of Battle. But died not 
OCRRIST © as a Fool dieth &? Not on the Bed sf 
Honour, with Scars of Glory in his Breaſt; but, 
ke ſome execrable Miſcreant, on à Gibbet; with 
Laſhes of the vile Scourge on his Back. Ves, tbe 
bleſſed sus bowed his expiring Head on the a- 
curfed Tree, and poured out his Soul betwixt two 
infamous Felons; ſuſpended between Heaven and 


— as an e — both, and unworthy of | 
er. AX 
On; what ſuitable Returns of | inflamed and eq 

adoring Devotion can we make to the Holy One . 
Gop, — dying, that we might live? Dying in g. © 

nominy and Angaiſh, that we might live for ever in | 
the Heights of Foy, and fit for ever on Thrones ol * 

Glory.—Alas! it is not in us, impotent, inſenſible WW, f 

wege to be en de He eas moos «7 

* S- 
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uch inconceiveably rich Favours, can enkindle a 
proper Warmth of grateful Affection. Then build 
hyſelf a Monument, moſt gracious Immanuel, build 
hyſelf an everlaſting Monument, of Gratitude 
n our Souls. Inſcribe the Memory of thy match- 
Jess Beneficence, not with Int and Pen, but with 
hat precious Blood, which guſhed from thy ſtreaming 
Veins. Engrave it, not with the Hammer and Chi- 

vel, but with that ſharpened Spear which pierced thy 
bleſſed Side. Let it ſtand conſpicuous and indelible, 
ot on outward Tables of Stone, but on the very in- 
oft Tall fn men on ee EE 


the Onz thing more let me obſerve, before I bid 
ied, adieu to this entombed Warrior, and his garniſhed 
ity, N epulchre. How mean are theſe oſtentatious Me- 
nee. i hods of bribing the Vote of Fame, and purchaſing 
fa · Nx little poſthumous Renown ! What a poor ſubſti- 


ute for a Set of memorable Actions, is poliſhed Ala- 
Pater, or the Mimickry of ſculptured Marble! The 
eal Excellency of this “ bleeding Patriot is written 
dn the Minds of his Countrymen : It would be re- 

oy membered 


* Sir Bevil Granville, ſlain in the Civil Wars, at an 
ngagement with the Rebels.—It may poſſibly be ſome 
ntertainment to the Reader, to ſubjoin Sir Bevi/'s Cha- 
ater, as it is drawn by that celebrated Pen, which 


; aui vote the Hiſtory of thoſe unfortunate Times: That 
20 * which would have clouded any Victory, ſays the No- 
7 ble Hiſtorian, and made the Loſs of others leſs ſpoken 


* of, was the Death of Sir Bevil Granville. He was in- 


* deed an excellent Perſon, whoſe Activity, Intereſt, and 
ne of MM Reputation, were the Foundation of what had been 
n . done in Cornwall: His Temper and Affections ſo pub- 
er u lic, that no Accident which happened could make 
es any Impreſſion upon him: And his Example kept o- 
idle ' thers from taking any thing ill, or at leaſt ſeeming to 
alen do ſo. In a Word, a brighter Courage, and a gentler 


100 * Diſpoſition, were never married together, to make 
1 the moſt chearful and innocent Conveffation,” | 
| Clar. Hiſe. Reb. Vol. II. 
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membered with Applauſe, ſo long as the Nation ſuh. 
fiſts, without this artificial Expedient to perpetuauſ 
it. And ſuch, ſuch is the Monument I woul( 
with for myſelf. Let me leave a Memorial in the 
Breafis of my. Fellow-Creatures. Let . ſurviving 
Friends bear Witneſs, that I have not lived to my: 
ſelf alone, nor been altogether unſerviceable in m 
Generation. O!] let an uninterrupted Series of benz 
ficent Offices be the Inſcription, and the be/? Inter: 
of my Acquaintance the Plate that exhibits it. 
Lr the Poor, as they paſs by my Grave, poin 
at the little Spot, and thankfully acknowledge, 
6 There lies the Man, whoſe unwearied Kindne{ 
& was the conſtant Relief of my various Diſtreſles; 
« who tenderly viſited my languiſhing Bed, ani 
ce readily ſupplied my indigent Circumſtance 
«© How often were his Counſels a Guide to my per: 
„ plexed Thoughts, and a Cordial to my dejectedii 
<« Spirit! *Tis owing to Gop's Bleffing on his ſez- 
<« ſonable Charities, and prudent Conſolations ; that 
«© I now live, and live in Comfort. “Let a Per- 
ſon, once ignorant and ungodly, lift up his Eyes tt 
Heaven, and ſay within himſelf, as he walks over 
my Bones, Here are the laſt Remains of that fin 
ce cere Friend, who watched for. my Soul. I cat 
* never forget, with what a needleſs Gayety I wa 
cc poſting on in the Paths of Perdition ; and I tremble 
c to think, into what irretrieveable Ruin I might 
e quickly have been plunged, had not his faith- 
ce ful Admonitions arreſted me in the wild Career, 
& T was unacquainted with the Goſpel of Peace, and 
© unconcerned about its unſearchable Treaſures: 
„ But now, enlightened by his izſtructive Conver- 
& ſation, 1 ſee the All-ſufficiency of my Saviour ji | 
% and, animated by his repeated Exhortations, | 
© count all things but Loſs, that I may win 
"« CHRIST. Methinks, his Diſcourſes, ſeaſonel 
With Religjon, and bleſſed by Grace, Killtingl 


- 


N a 
1 
5 
18 

+: 4 
j 24 
ir 
r 
It oo 
* * 
14 
1 
1 
4305 
5 
4 
8 
= 
= 
Seb 
7 
F- 
gs 
*x3. 2 
e. 
I», + 
. 
ZW 
18 
i 
25 
$44 
"Da, 
. 44 
18 
iN 

** "2 . 
1 : 
Ne 48 
F 7443 

„ 
4 
58 
* is 
. A 
0 iN 
, +87 
4 
Fl 2 
. * 
$ 
1 
. 
1 
74! 
5 * 
*' * 
N 
& : 
. 
* | 
1597 "x 
195 i 
3. $1 . 
4 $3 : 
. : 
ROSS 
*:3:: 8 
Z 3 
442 
. 1 
« 3 
FSR 2 
I 
\ 22 
93 
174 : 
46, 38 
\ 7 
4 is 
r 
. 
oi 
. 
N 

x & 74 

4 

F 

5 r 

s 1 

7 
. 

18 4 
. 
. 
12 a 

IS 
1 
11 
33s 
wy 7 
1 
"1331 
a4 
4 
4149 
wh 
1 
N. : 
* 4 
2. 
1 
1 
1 
* * 

2 
1 8 
r 
1- ++ 'Þ 

3 
14 

„ 

414 

1 
— 

Bu ; 
. +” 3 
£4 > 
£ Þ 
5 19 
7 x . 
1 
We 
1 
18 

* - 

— 4 . 

£4 

FJ 
* . 

1 
7 
* 

1 4 
. 

4 
WET) 
« ' 
ws 

| 
* 
3 


7 
. 
Li 
f 
f 
4 
4 
15 
© | 
by 
v4 
2 
it} 
> 
* 
Al 
1 
iH 
*4 
i 
of 
a+ 
1 
4 


* e. e, 
—— 
E 


among the TOMBS. 49 
« in my Ears, are {till warm on my Heart; and, 1 
Wc truſt, will be more and more operative, till we 
« meet each other in the Houſe not made with 
« Hands, eternal in the Heavens.“ 

Bur the only infallible way of immortalizing our 
Characters, a Way equally open to the meaneſt, 
and moſt exalted Fortune, is, To make our Calling 
« and Election ſure;“ to gain ſome ſweet Evi- 
ence, that our Names are written in Heaven. Then 
Whowever they may be diſregarded or forgotten 
among Men, they will not fail to be had in everlaſt- 
ng Remembrance, before the Logp. This is of 
all Diſtinctions far the nobleſt: This will iſſue in ne- 
er-dying Renown. Ambition, be this thy Object, 
and every Page of Scripture will ſanctiſy thy Paſſion; 
ven Grace itſelf will fan thy Flame. Every 
arthly Memorial will ſhortly be obliterated. The 
Tongue of thoſe, whoſe Happineſs we have zealouſ- 
y promoted, muſt ſoon be filent in the Coffin. Cha- 
acters cut with a Pen of Iron, and committed to 
he ſolid Rock, will ere- long ceaſe to be legible *. 
But as many as are enrolled “ in the Lamb's Book 
of Life, He himſelf declares, ſhall never be blot- 
ed out from thoſe Annals of Eternity f. When a 
light of Years has mouldered the "= ALF Column 
to Duſt : when the brazen Statue periſhes, under 
he corroding Hand of Time: theſe Honours ftill 
ontinue; ſtill are. blooming and incorruptible, in 
e World of ad 


ake the extended Skies your Tomb, 
Let Stars record your Worth : 
et know, vain Mortals, all muſt die, 


As Nature's /ichlie/t Birth. Wes 
ns, | | 1 D Would 
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Would bounteous Heav'n indulge my Pray? rs 
I frame a nobler Choice; | 
Nor, living, wiſh the pompous Pile ; 
Nor, dead, regret the Loſs. 


In thy fair Book of Life divine, 
My God, inſcribe my Name: 

There let it fil ſome humble Place, 
Beneath the llaughter'd Lamb. 


Thy Saints, while Ages roll away, 
74 endleſs Fame ſurvive ; 


Their Glories, o'er the Wrongs of Time, 
Greatly triumphant, live. 


VoxpER Entrance leads, I ſuppoſe, to the Vault 
Let me turn alide, and take one View of the Habi- 
tation, and its 'Tenants.—The ſullen Door grates 
upon its Hinges: Not uſed to receive many Viſit- 

ants, it admits me with Reluctance and Murmuts, 

What meaneth this ſudden T repidation, while 
I deſcend the Steps, and am viſiting the pale Nati 
ons of the Dead ? Be compoſed, my Spirits; 
there is nothing to fear in theſe quiet Chambers: 
« Here, even the Wicked ceaſe from troubling,” 

Goon Heavens; what a ſolemn Scene | How dif- 
mal the G/zom! Here is perpetual Darkneſs, and 
Night even at Noon-day.—How doleful the Sol- 
tude | Not one Trace of chearful Society; but Sor- 
row and Terror ſeem to have made this their dread- 
ed Abode.——Hark ! how the hollow Dome re- 
"ſounds at every Tread. The Echoes, that long have 
lept, are awakened, and whiſper along the Walls. 
. A Bxam, or two, finds its Way through the 

Grates; and reflects a feeble Glimmer, from the 
Nails of the Ceffins. So many of thoſe ſad Specta- 
cles, half concealed in Shades, half ſeen dimly by 
the baleful Twilight, add a deeper Horror to thele 
gloomy Manſions, ——l pore upon the n 

| al 
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and am juſt able to pick out, that theſe are the 
Remains of the Rich and Renowned. No vulgar 


Dead are depoſited here. The oft Hlluftrious, and 


Right Honourable, have claimed this for their laſt 
Retreat. And, indeed, they retain ſomewhat of a 
ſhadowy Pre-eminence. 'They lie, ranged in 
mournful Order, and in a fort of ſilent Pomp, under 
the Arches of an ample Sepulchre ; while- meaner 


| Corpſes, without much Ceremony, go down to 


ee the Stones of the Pit.“ 

My Apprehenfions recover from their Surprize : 
I find, here are no Phantoms, but ſuch as Fear raiſes. 
However, it ſtil} amazes: me, to obſerve the 
Wonders of this nether World. Thoſe, who received 


24. Revenues, and called whole Lordſhips their own, 
are here reduced to a few Sheets of Lead. Rooms 


of State, and ſumptuous Furniture, are reſigned ; 
for no other Ornament than the Shroud, for no'other 
Apartment than the darkſome Niche. No ſplendid 


Retinue attends this ſolitary Dwelling :' the. lordly 


Equipage hovers no longer about the lifeleſs Ma- 
iter ; nothing but the ſable Banners, which ſeem to 
be diſplayed in Triumph, over a proſtrate Captive, 
or a duſty Statue, which, while the regardleſs World 


is as gay as ever, the Sculptor's Hand has taught to 


weep. Inſtead of the Star, that blazed upon the 


Breaſt ; or Coronet, that glittered round the Tem- 
ples; the only Remains of departed Dignity are, the 
Weather-beaten Atchievement, and tattered Eſcut- 
cheon. 'Thoſe, who gloried in high- born Anceſt- 
ors *, and noble Pedigree; here, drop their lofty 
Pretenſions. They acknowledge Kindred with creep- 
ing Things, and quarter Arms with the meaneſt 
Reptiles. 4 They ſay to Corruption, Thou art my 
Father; and to the Worm, Thou art my Mother 

2 & and 


85 Here LIES THE Grzar——Falſ Marble! 
Where nothing but poor and ſordid Duſt lies Here: 
| Corr. 


2 


5 pong Treaſures. 


For now, ye lying n of Life! 


all the gay Things, that were wont to dazzle thy 


thoſe Baits of Senſe : Here, from an eſtimate of 


ſwim in Tides of inexhauſted Rz:iches : Yet, how 


' by the Printer ber 8 
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* and my Siſter.” —O mortifying Truth! Sufi 
ent, one would think, to wean the moſt ſanguine 
Appetite, from this tranſitory State of Things; 
from its ſickly Satisfactions, its fading n its 


Ye ever tempting, ever-cheating Train! 
Where are you now ? And what . Amountef 


WHAT is all the World to theſe poor breathleſ 
Beings? What are their Pleaſures ® A Bubble 
bioke: What their Honours ® A Dream that is 
forgotten. What the Sum- total of their Enjoyments 
below? Once, perhaps, it appeared to inexperi- 
enced and Fond Deſire, ſomething conſiderable: 
But now Death has meaſured it with his Line, and 
weighed it in his Scale, what is the Upſhot? Alas 
*tis ſhorter than a Span ; lighter than the dancing 
Spark; and driven away like the diſſolving Smoke. 

INDULGE, my Soul, a ſerious Pauſe. Recolledt 


Eyes, and inveigle thy Affections. Here, examine 


their real Value. Suppoſe thyſelf fit, among the 
Favourites of Fortune, who revel in the Lap of 
Pleaſure, who ſhine in the Robes of Honour, and 


foon would the Paſſing-Bell proclaim thy Exit! 
And when once that Iron Call has ſummoned thee 
to thy future Reckoning, where would all theſe 
Gratifications be ? At that-Period, how will all the 
Pageantry of the moſt affluent, conſpicuous, or 
luxurious Circumſtances, vaniſh into empty Air! 
And is this a ä ſo ball onately to be covet- 


1 
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I THANK you, ye Relics of ſounding Titles, 

41d magnificent Names: Ye have taught me more 
of the Littleneſs of the World, than all the Volumes 
of my Library. Your Nobility, arrayed in a Wind- 
ing beet, your Grandeur, mouldering in an Urn, 
are the moſt invincible Proofs of the Nothingneſs of 
created Things. Never, ſurely, did Providence. 
write this important Point, in ſuch legible ( haract- 
ers, as in the Aſhes of My Lord, or on the Corpſe 
of His Grace.f Let others, if they pleaſe, pay 
their obſequious Court to your wealthy Sons, and 
ignobly fawn, or anxiouſly ſue, for Preferments : 
My Thoughts ſhall often reſort, in penſive Con- 
templation, to the Sepulchres of their Sires ; and 
ri: learn, from their ſleeping Duſt, to mderate my Ex- 
le: Pocfations from Mortals; to ſtand diſengaged from 
nd every undue Attachment to the little Intereſts of 
Time; to get above the deluſive Amuſements of 
ing Honour, the gaudy Tinſels of Wealth, and all the 
e. empty Shadows of a periſhing World. 


hy HARK ! What Sound is that ?—In ſuch a Situa- 
ine tion, every Noiſe alarms. Solemn and ſlow, it 
of WI breaks again upon the filent Air, — Tis the Striking 
the /F the Clock : Deſigned, one would imagine, to ra- 
of tify all my ſerious Meditations. Methinks, it ſays 
nd Amen, and ſets a Seal, to every improving, Hint. 
It tells me, that another Portion of my appointed 
it! Time is elapſed. One calls it, The Knell of 
xc my departed Hours. *Tis the Watch-word to 
eſe WI Vigilance and Activity. It eries in the Ear of Rea- 
he fon, „Redeem the Time. Catch the favourable 
ot © Gates of Opportunity : O] catch them while they 
r? breathe, before they are irrecoverably loſt. Thy 
et- Span of Life ſhortens continually, Thy Mi- 


N 2 3 8 <« nutes - 
vid 1 Mor. ſola Jams © 


Neantula ſint Hominum Corpuſcula. f | Jo v. 
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<« nutes are all upon the Wing, and haſtening to be 


© making inceſſant Advances to the State thou art 
5 contemplating, O!] may the Admonition ſink 
deep into an attentive and obedient Mind ! May it 
teach me that Heavenly Arithmetic, of “ number 
ing my Days, and applying my Heart unto Wif- 


© dom!“ 


vaſt Spaces of the lonely Deſart ; and penetrated 
the inmoſt Receſſes of the dreary Cavern: but 


never, never beheld Nature louring with ſo fre- 


mendous a Form; never felt ſuch Inpreſſions of Ar, 


browed Arches, amidſt theſe mouldy Walls, and 
ſurrounded by ſuch rueful Objects; where Melan- 
choly, deepeſt Melancholy, for ever ſpreads her 
Raven Wings.—Let me now emerge from the damp 
and dreadful Obſcurity.—Farewel, ye Seats of De- 
ſolation, and Shades of Death | Gladly I reviſit 
tie Realms of Day. A 


ceptacles of the Dead; Curioſity prompts my In- 
quiry, to a more intimate Survey. And could we 
draw back the Covering of the Tomb ; could we 
ſee, What Thoſe are now, who once were Mor- 
tals——Oh! how would it ſurpriſe, and grieve us! 
ſurpriſe us, to behold the prodigious I ransforma- 
tion, that has taken Place on every Individual; 
grieve us, to obſerve the Diſhonour done to our 
Nature in' general, within theſe ſubterraneous 
Lodgements ! 

HERE, the. ſweet and winning Appelt, that wore 


perpetually an attractive Smile, grins horribly a 


naked, ghaſtly Scull.— The Eye, that outſhone the 


Diamond s Luſtre; and glanced her lovely Light- 
| ; ou | ning, 


gone. Thou art a Borderer upon Eternity, and 


have often e beneath the impending "l 
Promontory's craggy Clif; 3 I have-eften trod the 


ſtriking cold on my Heart; as under theſe black- | 


Havins caft a ſuperficial View, upon theſe Re- 
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ning, into the moſt guarded Heart: Alas! Where 


is it? Where ſhall we find the rolling Sparkler ? 
How are all thoſe radiant Glories totally, totally 
eclipſed |—— The Tongue, that once commanded 
all the Charms of Harmony, and all the Powers of 


Eloquence, in this ſtrange Land has © forgot its 


« Cunning.” Where are now thoſe Strains of Melo- 


4% which raviſhed our Ears? Where is that Flow of 
| Perſuaſion, which carried captive our Judgments ? 


The great Maſter of Language, and of Song, is 
become ſilent as the Night that ſurrounds him. 
The pampered Fle/h, ſo lately cloathed in Purple, 


and fine Linen, how is it covered rudely with Clods 


of Clay! There was a Time, when the fimorouſſy 


ice Creature would ſcarce “ © adventure to ſet a 
« Foot upon the Ground, for Delicateneſs and Ten- 


« derneſs;ꝰ but is now enwrapped in clammy Earth, 
and ſleeps on no ſofter a Pillow than the ragged Gra- 
vel. tones. Here, “ the frong Men bowthem- 
&« felvess The Nervous Arm is unſtrung; the _ 
brawney $1news are relaxed; the Limbs, not long 
ago the Seats of Vigour and Activity, lie down n- 
tronleſs; and the Bones, which were as Bars of 
Iron, are crumbled into Dat. pe 
HERE, the Man of Buſineſs forgets all his favour- 
ite Schemes, and diſcontinues the Purſuit of Gain. 
Here is a total Stand to the Circulation of Merchan- 


| dize, and the Hurry of Trade. In theſe ſolitary 


Receſles, as in the Building of Solomon's Temple, is 


heard no Sound of the Hammer and Ax. The 


Winding-ſheet, and the Coffin, are the utmoſt 
Bound of all earthly Devices. Hitherto may they 
go, but no farther.” ——Here the Sans of Pla- 
ſure take a final Farewel of their dear Delights. No 
more is the ſenſualiſt anointed with Oil, or crowned 
with Roſe- buds: He chants no more to the Melody 
of the Viol, nor revels any longer at the Banquet 

of 


Deut. xxviii. 56. 


„ cacies of Action |? 
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of Wine. Inſtead of ſumptuous- Tables, and deh: 
cious TI reats, the poor Voluptuary is himſelf x 
Feaſt for fattened InſeRs ; C the Reptile riots in his 
« Fleſh; the Worm feeds ſweetly on him f. 
Here alſo Beauty fails; bright Beauty drops her 
Luſtre here. Oh! how her Roſes fade, and her 
Lillies languiſh, in this bleak Soil! How does the 
grand Leveller pour Contempt upon the Charmer of 


our Hearts! How turn to Deformity what capti- 
vated the World before. 


Cour v the Lover have a Sight of his once inchant- 
ing Fuy:r-one, what a ſtartling Aﬀoniſhment would 


ſeize him ! «© Is This the Object, I not long 


« ago fo paſſionately admired ! I faid, ſhe was di- 


ct dinely fair, and thought her more than mortal. 
Her Form was Symmetry itſelf. Every Elegance 
« breathed in her Air; and ell the Graces waited on 
<< her Motions.— Twas Muſic, when ſhe ſpoke: 
4 But when ſhe ſpoke E Encouragement, twas little 
« leſs than Rapture. How my Heart danced. to 
<& thoſe charming Accents.—And can that, which, 


„ ſome Weeks ago, was to Admiration lovely, be 


«© now ſo inſufferably loathſome? — Where are thoſe 
ce bluſhing Cheeks ; where the coral Lips; where 
& that _—_ Neck, on which the curling Jet, in 
% ſuch glofly Ringlets, flowed ; with a thouſand 
c other Beauties of Perſon, and ten thouſand Deli- 
Amazing, diſtracting 
«+ Alteration !—Fondly I gazed upon the glittering 
&« Meteor It ſhone brightly ; and I miſtook it for 
« a Star, for a permanent and ſubſtantial Good. 
« But how is it fallen! fallen from an Orb not its 


iT own! 


＋ Job xxiv. 20. 


Aus fugit Venus ? Heu] Quote Color decens 
LY Motus © Quid h. bes illius, Ulzus, 
| Quæ ſþ rabat Amiures, 
Dug me ſurjurrat mibi? 
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ce own! And all that I can trace on Earth, is but 


« a putrid Maſs.” 

LIE, poor Fhrella | lie deep, as thou doſt, 10 
able Darkneſs. Let Night, with her i impene- 
trable Shades, always conceal Thee. Thy Dwell- 
ing agrees with thy Condition. tet no prying Eye 


be Witneſs to thy Diſgrace; but let thy ſurviving 
Siſgers think upon thy State, when they contemplate 
the Idel in the Glaſs. When the pleaſing Image ariſes 


gracefully to View, ſurrounded with a World of 
Charms, and fluſhed with Joy, at the Conſciouſneſs 
of them all :—Then, in thoſe Minutes of Tempta- 
tion and Danger, when Vanity uſes to ſteal into 
the Thoughts ;— Then, let them remember, what 


2 ci! of Horror is drawn over a Face, that was once 
| beautiful and brilliant, as theirs. Such a ſeaſonable 
Reflection might regulate the Labours of the Toilet, 


and create a more earneſt Solicitude to polz/h the 
Jewel, than to varniſh the Castet. It might then 
become their higheſt Ambition, to he the Mind 
decked with Divine Virtues, and dreſſed after the 
amiable Pattern of their Redeemer's Holineſs. 

AND would this prejudice their Perſons, or de- 
preciate their Charms? Quite the reverſe >. It 
would ſpread a Sort of Heavenly Glory over the fineſt 
ſet of Features, and heighten the Lovelineſs of every 
other engaging Accomplifhment.——And, what is 
yet a more inviting Conſideration; theſe: Flowers 
would not wither with Nature, nor be tarniſhed by 
Time ; but open continually into richer Beauties, 
and flouriſh. even in the Minter of Age. But the: 
moſt incomparable Recommendation of theſe noble 
Qualities is; that from their hallowed Relics, as: 
from the fragrant Aſhes of the Phenix, will nd | 
ariſe an illuſtrious Form, bright as the Wings of 
Angels, laſting as the Light of the new Jeraſalem. 

For my Part, the Remembrance of this ſaid Re- 
volution al make n me — to pay my Devotion 


gg Mrs TtAa4n7Toncs 

to a Shrine of periſhing Fleſh ; and afraid, to ex- 

pect all my Happineſs from ſo brittle a Joy. It ſhall 

teach me, not to think too highly of well-proporti- 

oned Clay, tho? formed in the moſt elegant Mould, 

and animated with the ſweeteſt Soul. Tis Heaven's 

laſt, beſt, and crowning Gift ; to be received with 

Gratitude, and cheriſhed with Love, as a moſt va- 
luable Bleſſing; not worſhipped with the Incenſe of 

Plattery, and Strains of fulſome Adoration, as a 

Goddeſs.—lIt will cure, I truſt, the Dotage of my 

£yes; and incline me always to prefer the /ub/tantial 

„ Ornaments of a meek and virtuous Spirit,“ be- 

fore the tranſient Decorations of white and red on 

the Stn, h A e 


» \ N 
HRE, I called in my roving Meditations, from 
their long Excurſion on this tender Subject. Fancy 
liſtened a while, to the Soliloquy of a Lover; but 
now Judgment reſumes the Reins, and guides my 
Thoughts to more near and felf-interefting Inqui- 
ries. However, upon a Review of the whole 
Scene, crouded with Spectacles of Mortality, and 
Trophies of Death, I could not forbear ſmiting my 
Breaſt, and fetching a Sigh, and lamenting over 
the nobleſt of all viſible Beings, lying in Ruins un- 
der the Feet of . the pale Horſe, and his Rider .“ 
I could not forbear that pathetie Exclamation, 0 
* Thou f Adam, what haſt thou done! What 
Deſolation: has thy Diſobedience wrought in the 
Earth——©O ! the ruinous, the tranſcendent Malig- 
nity of Sin Cin has demoliſned ſo many ſtately 
Structures of Fleſh! Sin has made ſuch Havock 
among the moſt excellent Ranks of Gop's lower 
Creation: And Sin (that deadly Bane of our Nature) 
would have plunged our better Part into the execra- 
ble Horrors of the nethermoſt Hell, had not our 
merciful Mediator interpoſed, and given himſelf for 


* Rev. vi. 8. 1 Eſdr. vil. 48. 
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x- Nur Ranſom. ——Therefore, what grateful Ac- 

all WW: rowledgements does the whole World of penitent 
ti- inners owe; what ardent Returns of Love, will a. 
Id, hole Heaven of glorified Believers pay, to ſuch a 
n's riend,, Benefactor, and Deliverer ! | 
th ll - | wo 0 | 
a>. Mus1NG upon theſe melancholy Objects, a faith- 

of Hul Remembrancer ſuggeſts from within.—** Muſt © 
a ( this ſad Change ſucceed in me alſo? Am I to draw 

ny my laſt Gaſp, to become a breathleſs Corpſe: 


and be what I deplore? } Is there a Time ap- 
« proaching, when this Body-ſhall be carried out 
« upon the Bier, and conſigned to its clay cold Bed? 
„ while ſome kind Acquaintance, perhaps, may 
(let fall one parting Tear, and cry, Alas | my 
W<< Brother !”” 


Nothing is more certain. A De- 
vcy. cree, much /urer than the Law of the Medes and: 
ut: Perſians, has irrevocably determined the Doom. 
ny SHOULD one of theſe gha/?ly Figures burſt from 
uni- his Confinement, and ſtart up in frightful Deformi- 


ty before me; ſhould the Haggard Skeleton lift a clat=' 
tering Hand, and point it full in my View; ſhould! 
it open the Ai fened Faws z and, with a hoarſe tre- 
mendous Afurmur, break this profound. Silence x; 
ſhould it accoſt me, as Samuel's Apparition addrefl- 
ed the trembling King «© The LoRD ſhall deli- 
* ver thee alſo into the Hands of Death; yet @ lit- 
&« tle while, and thou ſhalt be with me*.* —— The 
ſolemn Warning, delivered in ſo ſtriking a Manner, 


o- Wh ul ſtrongly impreſs my Imagination: A Meflage: 
ly: in Thunder would ſcarce fink deeper. Yet there 
ck b 1 
er 11 paſs, with melancholy State, | 
e) By all theſe ſolemn Heaps of Fate; 
4 And think, as ſoft and fad I tread, 
Above the venerable Dead, 
oy" Time was, like me, they Life poſleſs'd ; 
or And Time ſhall be, when I ſhall reſt.” 222 


* 1 Sam. xxviii. 19. 


| 4 
1 
. 
5 

i 

4 


x 
1 
Þþ 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
= - 
k 


——— 


60 MEDITATIONS 


is abundantly greater Reaſon to be alarmed, by that 
expreſs Declaration of the LRD Gop Almighty, 
& Thou ſhalt ſurely die. — Well then, ſince Sen. 
tence is pafled ; ſiuce I am a condemned Man; and 
know not when the dead Warrant may arrive ; let 
me die to Sin, and die to the World, before I die 
beneath the Stroke of a Righteous Gon. Let me 


employ the little uncertain Interval of Reſpite from 
Execution, in preparing for a happier State, and a 


better Life; that when the fatal Moment comes, 
and J am commanded to ſhut my Eyes upon al 
Things here below, may open them again, to ſee 
my Saviour in the Manſions above. 

SINCE this Body, which is ſo fearfully and won- 
derfully made, muſt fall to Pieces jn the Grave; 
ſince I muſt ſoon refign all my bodily Powers to 
Darkneſs, Inactivity, and Corruption; Oh | let it 
be my conſtant Care to w/e them well, while I poſ- 
fe/s them!] Let my Hands be ſtretched forth to te. 
lieve the Needy, and always be more ready to 
& give, than to receive. Let my Knees bend, 
in deepeſt Humiliation, before the Throne of Grace; 
while my Eyes are caſt down to the Earth, in peni- 
tential Confuſion 3 or W looking up to Hea- 
ven, for pardoning Mercy ! In every friendly 
Interview, let the? Law of Kindneſs dwell on my 
Lips; or rather, if the Seriouſneſs of my Acqus int- 
ance permits, let the Goſpel of the Peace flow f om 
my Tongue: Oh ! that I might be enabled, in eve- 


7 public Concourſe, to lift up my Voice like a | 


rumpet, and pour abroad a more joyful Sound, 
than its moſt melodious Accents, in proclaiming the 
glad Tidings of free Salvation. Be ſhut, my 
Ears, reſolutely ſhut, againſt the malevolent Whil- 
pers of Slander, and the contagious Breath of filthy 
Talking: But be ſwift to hear the Inſtructions of 
Wiſdom ; beall Attention, when your REDEEMER 
ipcaks ; imbibe the precious Truths, and convey 
. them 
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them carefully to the Heart. Carry me, my 
Feet, to the Temple of the LorD ; to the Beds of 
the Sick; and Houſes of the Poor. May all my 
Members, devoted intirely to my Divine Maſter, be 
the willing Inſtruments of promoting his Glory, 

THtn, ye Embalmers, you may ſpare your 
Pains: Theſe Works of Faith, and Labours of Love; 
theſe ſhall be my Spices and Perfumes. Enwrapped 


in theſe, I would lay me geltly down, and ſleep 


ſweetly in the bleſſed Jesus; hoping, that God 
will“ give Commandment concerning my Bones; 
and one Day fetch them up from the Duft, as Sil- 
ver from the Furnace, purified, *I ſay not, ſeven. 
« times, but ſeventy times ſeven.“ 


Here my Contemplation took Wing ; and, in 
an Inſtant, alighted in the Garden, adjoining; to 
Mount Calvary. Having viewed the Abode of my 
deceaſed Fellow Creatures : methought, I longed to 


ſee the Place where our Lorp lay. And, Oh! 


what a marvellous SpeCtacle was once exhibited in 
this memorable Sepulchre! He, * ©< who cloathes 
« Himſelf with Ligbt, as with a Garment ; and 


„walks upon the Vings of the Wind ;“ was 


pleaſed 


'® Darkneſs his Curtain, and his Bed the Duſt, 
Tho' Sun and Stars are Duſt beneath his Throne. 
| 4 Night ThougÞts. 


} The ſacred Scriptures, ſpeaking of the Supreme 
Being, ſay He walketh upon the Waves of the Sea ; to 
denote his uncontroulable Power, Fob. ix. 8 —He au 
eth upon the Wings of the Wind; to ſignify the amazing 
Swiftneſs of his Operations, P/al. eiv 3—In which aſt 
Phraſe, there is, I think, an Elegance and Emphaſis, not 
taken notice of by our Commentators, and yet unequal- 
led in any Writer. — Not, He fieth ; He runneth ; but, 
He walketh : and that, on the very Wings of the Wind: 


on the moſt impetuous of Elements, routed into its ut- 
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pleaſed to wear the Habiliments of Mortality, and 
dwelt among the proſtrate Dead Who can re. 
peat the wondrous Truth, too often? Who can 
dwell upon the tranſporting Theme, too long? He, 
who ſits inthroned in Glory, and diffuſes Bliſs among 
all the Heavenly Hoſts; was once a pale and bloody 
Corpſe, and preſſed this little Spot. 

O Darf] how great was thy Triumph, in 
that Hour ! Never dil thy gloomy Realms contain 
ſuch a Priſoner before.—Pri/ſoner, did I ſay | No; 
he was more than Conqueror. He aroſe, far more 
mightily than Sampſon, from a tranſient Slumber ; 

broke down the Gates, and demolithed the Strong- 
Holds, of thoſe dark Dominions.—And This, O 
Mortals, This, is your only Conſolation and Securi- | 
ty. JESUS has trod the dreadful Path, and ſmooth- 
ed it for your Paſſage.— JE sus, ſleeping in the 
Chambers of the Tomb, has brightened the diſmal 
Manſion; and left an inviting Odour, in thoſe Beds 
of Duſt. The dyiag J Esus (Never let the comfort- 
able Truth depart from your Minds ! The dying 
Jesus) is your ſure Protection, your unqueſtions- 
ble Paſſport, through the Territories of the Grave. 
Believe in Him, and they ſhall prove a Highway 
5 to Sion; ſhall tranſmit you ſafe, to Paradiſe. Be- 
lievein him; and you ſhall be no Loſers, but un- 
ſpeakable Gainers, by your Diſſolution. For hear 
what the Oracle of Heaven ſays, upon this import- 
ant 

moſt Rage, and ſweeping along with inconceivable Ra- 
pidity. A Tumult in Nature, not to be deſcribed, is the 
compoſea and ſedate Work of the DEITY. A Speed, not 
to be meaſured, is (with Reverence I uſe the Expreſſion, 
and to comport with our low Methods of Conception) 
the ſalemn and majeſtic Foot-pace of JEHOVAH.— How 
Hat are the following Lines, even in the great Maſter of 
Lyric Song, | f : fo | 

Ocyor Cerwis, & agente Nimbos 

. Ocyor Euro, / 
when compared with this inimitable $2ro4e of wine Poets 
75 /—He walketh upon the Wings of the Mind. | 
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ant Point: M hoſo believeth in Me, ſhall never 


= + .—— What ſublime, and emphatical Language 
This! Thus much, atleaſt, it muſt import: 


n 

, The Nature of that laſt Change ſhall be ſarpri- 
g q ſingly altered, for the better. It ſhall no longer 
ly be inflicted, as a Puniſhment ; but rather vauch- 


© ſafed, as a Bleſſing: To ſuch Perſons, it ſhall 
come attended, with ſuch a Train of Benefits; as 
will render it a kind of happy Impropriety, to call 
« it Dying. Dying! No; tis Then they truly be. 
* gin to live: Their Exit is the End of their Frail- 
« ty, and their Entrance upon Perfection: Their 
* laſt Groan is the prelude to Life and Immorta- 
0 lity. 75 
O YE t1morous Souls, that are terrifiedat the paſſ - 
ing-Bell; that turn pale, at the Sight of an opened 
ave; and ſcarce-can behold a Coffin, or a Scull, 
ithout a ſhuddering Horror; Ye that are in Bond- 
age to the griſly Tyrant, and tremble at the Shake 
ing of his Iron Rod; cry mightily, to the Father of 
Hour Spirits, for Faith in his dear Son. Faith, will 
free you from your Slavery. Faith, will imbolden 
| „ 


a John xi. ak 


+ Death's Terror is the een Faith removes; 
Tis Faith diſarms Deſtruction. 
Believe, and look with Triumph on the Tamb, 
Theſe, and ſome other Quotations, I am proud to 
Wborrow from the Night-Thoughts ; eſpecially from Night 
he Fourth: in which, Energy of Language, Sublimity 
Sentiment, and the moſt exquiſite Beauties of Poetry, 


n, are the leaſt Perfections to be admired: Almoſt every - 
u Line glows with Devotion; 3 riſes i into the moſt exalted 5 


Apprehenſions of the adoreable Redeemer ; and is anima- 
ed with the moſt lively Faith, in His All-ſufficient Me- 
litation. The Author of this * Performance bas 


the 
1 
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you to tread on (this fierceſt of) Serpents“. Old $i 
mon, claſping the Child JEs us in the Arms of hi 
Fleſh, and the glorious Mediator in the Arms of hi 
Faith, departs with Tranquillity and Peace. That 
bitter Perſecutor Saul, having won CHRIST ;' be- 

found in CHRIS T; longs. to be diſmiſſed from 
cumbrous Clay, and kindles into Rapture at the Pro-. 
ſpect of Diſſolution . Methinks, I ſee another of 
INMANUEL's Followers, truſting in his Saviour; 
leaning on his Beloved; go down to the ſilent Shades, 
with Compoſure and Alaerity . In this powerful 
Name, an innumerable 8 — of ſinful Creature 
have ſet up their Banners; and “overcome, through 
< the Blood of the Lamb.” Authorized by the. Cap- 


tain of thy Salvation, Thou alſo mayeſt ſet thy Feet, 
upon the Neck of this King of Terrors. F arniſhed 
with this Antidote, Thou alſo mayſt play around the 
Hole of the Aſp, and put thy undaunted Hand on 


this Cockatrice-Den. Thou mayſt I feel the Viper 
faſtening to thy mortal Part, and fear no Evil: 
Thou ſhalt one Day ſhake it off by a Joyful "_ 
. and ſuffer no Harm. GE 


| ResunnECTION | That chearing Word eaſes 


my Mind of an anxious Thought, and ſolves - 
. mo 


the peculiar Felicity, of ennobling all the Swen th of 
Style, and every Delicacy of Imagination, with the 

and and. momentous Truths of Chriſtianity "Theſe 
Thoughts give the higheſt Entercainment, to the Faney; 
and impart the nobleſt Improvement, to the Mind: They 
not only refine our Taſte, but prepare us for Death, and 
ripen us for Glory. I never take up this admirable Piece, 
but am ready to cry out Tecum vivere amem, ti cin 
obeam libens ; i. e. © Inſpire me with ſuch a Spirit, and 
Lite ſhall be Eber nor Death itſelf a 
"08 come. 


Luk. x. 19. + Phil. i. 23. 2 Tim. iv. 7. 8. 
4 2 Fer. i. 14. 92 An xxviii. 3. 5. ; 
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oft momentous Quęſtion. 1 was going to aſk, 


his BS Whereſore do all theſe Corpſes lie here, in this 
hu abject Condition? Is This their final State? Has 
hat . Death conquered? and will the Tyrant hold 
be- Captivity captive ? How long wilt thou forget 
om them, O Lord ? For ever?“ No, ſaith the 


oice from Heaven, the Word of Divine Revela- 
ion; The Righteous are all“ Priſoners of Hope F. 
here is an Hour (an awful Secret That, and 
nown only to all-foreſeeing Wiſdom), an appoint- 
d Hour there is, when an Act of Grace will paſs 
he Great Seal above, and give them an univerſal 


orruption. Then, ſhall the Loxp Jzsvs deſcend 
om Heaven, with the Shout of the Archangel, 
Ind the Trump of God. Deſtruction itſelf ſhall” 
ear the Call, and the obedient Grave give up her 
Dead, In a Moment, in the Twinkling of an 
ye, they ſhake off the Sleep of Ten thouſand 
ears; and ſpring forth, like the bounding Roe, to 
meet their LoRD in the Air.“ 

AnD, Oh! with what cordial Congratulations; 
hat tranſporting Endearments; do the Soul and 
body, thoſe affectionate Companions, re-unite ! 


a at, with how much greater Demonſtrations of 

olt WW indneſs, are they both received, by their com- 
Vonate Redeemer! The Antient of Days, who 

| N mes in the Clouds of Heaven, is their Friend; 
e 


eir Father; their Bridegroom. They have no- 
ing to fear, from all the Pomp of his Appearance. 
hoſe tremendous Solemnities, which ſpread Deſo-— 
tion and Aſtoniſhment through the Univerſe; 
rve only to inflame their Love, and heighten their 
lopes. The Judge, the awful Judge, amidſt all 
$ Magnificence and Splendor, vouchſafes to con- 
s their Names; vouchſafes to commemorate their 


Fidelity, 


Zech. ix. 12. 


Diſcharge; a general Delivery from the Abodes of 
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Fidelity, before all the Inhabitants of the Skies, and 
the whole aſſembled World. „ | 
Hark ! the Thunders are huſhed : the Light. 
nings ceaſe their Rage: The Angelic Armies ſtan 
in ſilent ſuſpenſe: The whole Race of Adam i 
wrapt in pleaſing, or anxious Expectation. And 
now, that adorable Being, whoſe Favour is betta 
than Life; whoſe Acceptance is a Crown of Gliry;\i 
lifts up the Light of his Countenance, upon thei 
Righteous. He ſpeaks ; and what raviſhing Word 
proceed from his gracious Lips! What Ecſtacies of ﬀ' 
Delight, they enkindle in the Breafts of the Faith: 
ful! I accept you, O my People ! Ye are they lf 
that believed in my Name. Ye are they, that 
© renounced Tour ſelves, and are complete in me. If 
c ſee no Spot or Blemiſh in you; for ye are waſh: 
<« ed in my Blood, and cloathed in my Righteouſ: 
* neſs. Renewed by my Spirit, ye have glorihel 
& me on Earth, and have been faithful unto Death, 
Come, chen, ye Servants of Holineſs, enter in- 
& to the Joy of your Lokpd. Come, ye Children 
& of Light; ye Bleſſed of my Father; receive the 
& Kingdom, that ſhall never be removed; wear th 
4. Crown, which fadeth not away; and enjoy Pla- 

« ſures for ever more!“ 

TEN, it will be one of the ſmalleſt Privilege 
of the Righteous, that they ſhall languiſh no more; 
that Szc&neſs will never again ſhew her pale Counte- 
nance, in their Dwellings*. Death itſelf will be 
& ſwallowed up in Victory. That fatal Javelin; 


ow has drank the Blood of Monarchs, and finds 
| | | 1 


* Iſaiah, freaking of the new Ferafalem, mentiorl 
this, as one of its Immunities, The Inhabitants thirt if 
ſhall no more ſay, I am fick. And another Clauſe in ity 
Royal Character runs thus, GOD {hall wife a<vay 
Tears from their Eyes; and there ſhall be no mo» e Death 
neither Sorrow, nor Crying 3 ; neither ſhall there be all 
more Pain. Iſai. xxxiii 24. Rev. xxi. 4. | 
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an; Way to the Hearts of all the Sons of Adam; 
an be utterly broken. That enormous Scythe; 
ght. N hich has ſtruck Empires from their Root, and 
and N wept Ages and Generations into Oblivion; ſhall lie 


Wy in perpetual Uſeleſsneſs. Sin alſo, which filled 
Wy Quiver, thou inſatiate Archer Sin, which 
rung thy Arm with ſuch reſiſtleſs Vigour—which 
Wointed all thy Shafts with inevitable Deſtruction 


755 
"th in, will then be done away. Whatever is frazl. 
ors ſr 4:praved, will be thrown off with our Grave- 
of Wl oaths, All to come is perfect Excellency, and 
th Nonſummate Happineſs ; the Term of whoſe Con- 
hey, {WW ouance is Eternity. e 
that O ETERNITY | Eternity! How are our bold- 
I, our ſtrongeſt Thoughts, loſt and overwhelm- 
all. d in thee ! Who can ſet Landmarks, to limit thy 
ou-MPimenfions; or find Plumbets, to fathom thy 
iel cpths? Arithmeticians have Figures, to compute 
ath Il the Progreſſions of Time: Afronomers have In- 
in- ruments, to calculate the Diſtances of the Planets: 
zut what Numbers can ſtate, what Lines can 


thehzuge, the Lengths. and Breadths of Eternity? 
the It is higher than Heaven; what canſt thou do? 
I/ deeper than Hell; what canſt thou know ? The 
Meaſure thereof, is longer than the Earth, broad- 
exc er than the Sea J..“ | | £47, 
ore MySTERIOUSs, mighty Exiſtence! A Sun, not 


o be leſſened by the largeſt Deductions : An Extent, 
ot to be contracted by all poſſible Diminutions, . 
one can truly ſay, after the moſt prodigious 
alte of Ages, That ſo much of Eternity is 
gone.“ For, when Millions of Centuries are elapſ- 
d, it is but juſt commencing z and, when Milli- 
ns more have run their ample Round, .it will be 
o nearer ending. Yea, when Ages, numerous as 
Wc Bloſſoms of Spring; increaſed by the Herbage of 
* Summer; 
ö 


Job. ix. 8, 9. 
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Summer; both augmented by the Leaves of Ay. 
tumn; and all multiplied by the Drops of Rain, 
which: drown the Winter when theſe, and 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand more—more than 
can be repreſented by any Similitude, or imagine 
by any Conception, are all revolved ; Eternity, vaſt 


boundleſs, amazing Eternity, will oniy be beginnin : 


Or rather (if I may be allowed the an ©] 


only — Beginning to begin. 

WIA a pleaſing, yet awful T hought is this! 
Full of Delight, and full of Dread. O! mayit 
alarm our Fears; quicken our Hopes; and animate 
all our Endeavours ! Since we are ſoon to launch, 


into this endleſs and inconceivable State; let us give 
all Diligence, to ſecure our Enttence into Bliſs. 
Now, let us give all Diligence; becauſe there is ni 
Alteration, in the Scenes of Futurity. The When 


never turns: all is ſteadfaſt and immoveable, beyond 
the Grave. Whether we are then ſeated on the 
Throne, or ſtretched on the Rack ; a Seal will beſt 


to our Condition, by the Hand of everlaſting Mer. 


cy, or inflexible Juſtice, —The Saints always re. 
Joice amidſt the Smiles of Heaven; their Harps art 
perpetually tuned; their Triumphs admit of, no In- 
terruption.— I he Ruin alſo of the Wicked, is irre 


mediable. The fatal Sentence, once paſſed, is ne 


ver to be repealed. No Hope of exchanging thei! 
doleful Habitations. But all Things bear the ſame 
diſmal aſpect, for ever and ever. 


Tas Wicked* — — My Mind Wi at the Ap 


prehenſion of their Miſery. It has ſtudiouſſy wavel 
the fearful Subject; and ſeems unwilling to purlit 
it, even now. But *tis better to reflect upon it 
for a few Minutes, than to endure it, to eterm 
Ages. Perhaps, the Conſideration of their * 


—Arimus memini ſſi horret, 3 reſugit. 
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ted Miſery, may be profitably terrible: may teach 
e more highly to prize the Saviour, who “ deli- 
vers from going down into the bottomleſs Pitt:“ 
ay drive me, like the fvenger's Sword, to this 
Unly City of Refuge, for obnoxious dinners. : 
Tas Wicked ſeem to lie here, like Malefactors, 
Wn a deep and ftrong Dungeon ; reſerved againſt the 
ay of Tryal.——“ Their Departure was without 
peace. Clouds of Horror fat lowering upon 
heir cloſing Eye-lids ; moſt ſadly foreboding, the 

« Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever. When the laſt 

dickneſs ſeized their Frame, and the inevitable 


nate 
ich, WChange advanced: when they ſaw the fatal Arrow, 
pive itting to the Strings; ſaw the deadly Archer, aim- 


Ing at their Life; and felt the envenomed Shaft, 
Waltened in their Vitals—Good Gop | What fear- 
Wulneſs came upon them! What horrible dread over- 
helmed them! How did they ſtand ſhuddering, 
pon the tremendous Precipice; exceſſively afraid 


e (eto die, yet utterly unable to live! O]! What pale 
ler ¶ Nevieos; what farting Proſpects; conſpire to aug- 


ent their Sorrows ! They look backward ; and, 
dehold ! a moſt melancholy Scene ! Sins unrepent- 
d of; Mercy lighted ; and the Day of Grace end- 
ng,—They look forward, and nothing preſents it- 
elf, but the righteous Judge; the dreadful Tribu- 
al; and a moſt folemn Reckoning.— They roll 
around their affrighted Eyes, on attending Friends; 
and, if Accomplices in Debauchery, it ſharpens their 
\nguiſh, to conſider this further Aggravation of 


Ap- heir Guilt, That they have not finned alone, but 
velBrawn others into the Snare; If religious Acquaint- 
r(ue ce; it ſtrikes a freſh Gaſh into their Hearts, to 
rin bink of never ſeeing them any more, but only at 


in unapproachable Diſtance, ſeparated by the un- 
afſable Gulpb. | Wh 
AT laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray: Finding 
other poſſible Way of Relief, they are _— 
e 


— 
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ed to apply unto the Almighty : With tremblig 
Lips, and a faultering Tongue, they cry unto tu 
Sovereign Being, who kills and makes alive.“ 
But why, O! why have they deferred their A 
dreſſes to Heaven, ſo long? Why have they dpi 
all his Counſels; and ſtood incorrigible, under hy 
inceſſant Reproofs ? How often, have they been fon 
warned of theſe Terrors; and moſt importunateh 
intreated, to turn to the Lond !-—1 wiſh, thi 
may find Favour at this late Hour: and, by a M. 
racle of Grace, be. ſnatched from the very Brink 
the breaking Brink, of Damnation. But, ala! 
Who can tell, whether affronted Majeſty vil 
lend an Ear to their Complaint? He may, for aughiif 
any Mortal knows, „laugh at their Calamity, ai 
% mock when their Fear cometh.” . C1 
- Tavs they lie, groaning out the poor Remain 
of Life; their Limbs bathed in Sweat; their Hear 
ſtruggling with convulſive "Throws ; Pains inſup 
portable throbbing thro? every Pulſe ; and innume 
rable Darts of Agony transfixing their Conſcience. WIFE 


In that dread Moment, how the frantic Soul 
Raves round the Walls of her Clay Tenement; 
Runs to each Avenue; and ſhrieks for Help; 
But ſhrieks in vain | How wifhfully She looks 
On all She's leaving, now no longer her's! _ 
A little longer, yet a little longer, 
O ! might She ſtay, to waſh away her Crimes, 
And fit her for her Paſſage ! Mournful Sight! 
Her very Eyes weep Blood ; and ev'ry Groan + 
She heaves, is big with horror: But the Foe, 
Like a ſtaunch Murd' rer, ſteady to his Purpoſe, 
Purſues her cloſe thro? ev'ry Lane of Life, 
Nor miſſes once the Track, but preſſes on; 
Till, forc'd at laſt to the tremendous Verge, 
At once ſhe ſinks. —— | 


Oy 
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Ir this be the End of the Ungodly, My Soul, 
© come not thou into their Secret! Unto their Aſ- 
« ſembly, mine Honour, be not thou united] 
Oh! how awfully accompliſhed is that Prediction 
e inspired Wiſdom ! „ Sin, though ſeemingly 
ſweet in the Commiſſion, in the ue, biteth like 
« a gerpent, and ſtingeth like an Adder.” 


10 HAPPY Diſſolution! were this the Period of 
M bei- Woes. But, alas! all theſe Tribulations are 
ien)“ the Beginning of Sorrotos; one ſmall Drop 
lf that“ Cup of Trembling,” which is mingled 
wü or their future Portion. No ſooner has the laſt 
ml Pang diſlodged the reluctant Soul; but they are 
au urried into the Preſence of an injured angry Gop : 


Not under the conducting Care of beneficent An- 
gels, but expoſed to the Inſults of accurſed Spirits; 


walls 

Jean ho lately tempted them, now upbraid them, and 
up ill for ever torment them. — Who can conceive 
une their Confuſion and Diſtreſs ; when they ſtand, 


guilty and inexcuſable, before their incenſed Crea- 
tor? They are received with Frowns : The Gop, 
hat made them, has no Mercy on them. The 
Prince of Peace, the Fountain of Felicity, rejects 
them with Abhorrence. He conſigns them over to 
Chains of Darkneſs, and Receptacles of Deſpair; 
againſt the ſeverer Doom, and more public Infamy, 
of the Great Day. - Then, all the Vials of Wrath, 
will be emptied upon theſe wretched Creatures. 
The Law they have violated, and the Goſpel they 
have ſlighted 3 the Power they have defied, and the 
Goodneſs they have abuſed ; will all get themſelves 
Honour in their Exemplary Deſtruction. Then 
Gor, the God to whom Vengeance belongeth, 
will draw the Arrow to the very Head, and fet 
them as the Mark of his inexorable Diſpleaſure. 
RESURRECTION Will be no Privilege to them ; 
but Immortality itſelf, their everlaſting Curſe. —— 
8 | | f Would 


If 
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Would they not bleſs the Grave, that Lau 
« where all things are forgotten ;*” and with to lie 
eternally hid, in its deepeſt Gloom? But, the dull 
refuſes, to conceal their Perſons ; or draw à Vil 
over their Practices. They alſo muſt awake; mull 
ariſe ; muſt appear at the Bar; and meet the Judge 
A Judge, before whom ** the Pillars of Heavali 
e tremble, and the Earth melts away :” A Jude i 
once long ſuffering, and very compaſſionate ; bull 
now unalterably determined, to teach ſtubborn O 
fenders, —W hat it is to provote the Omnipotent 
Godhead : What it is, to trample upon the Bloc. 
of his Son: and offer Deſpite to all the graciou 
Overtures of his Spirit. 
O] thePerplexity ! the Diſtration ! that mu 
confound the impenitent Rebels; when they an 
ſummoned, to the great Tribunal! “what can the 
« do, in this Day of ſevere Viſitation ?*” This Dy 
of final Decifion ?— Where ? How ? From whence, 
can they find Help? To which of the Saints wil 
they turn? Whither beiake themſelves for Shelter; 
—Alas! tis all in vain : 'tis all too late Friend 
and Acquaintance know them no more: Heaven 
and Earth abandon them, to their approaching 
Doom : and even the Mediator, the MEDIATOR 
himſelf, deſerts them in this dreadful Hour.—To 
Ny, will be impracticable : to if themſelves 
121 more impoſſible: and now, to — any Suf- 
plications, utterly unavailable. R 
BEHOL D!] the Books are opened: The Secrets 
of all Hearts are diſcloſed: The hidden things d 
Darkneſs are brought to Light. wow empty, 
| how ineffectual, are all thoſe refined Arti fices; wit 
which Hypocrites impoſed upon their Fellow-crez 
tures, and preſerved a Character in the Sight of 
Men! The jealous GoD, who has been about thei 
Path, and about their Bed, and ſpied out all thel 
Ways, ** ſets before them the things that n 
| : FE c have 
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bo 


have done.“ They canuot e 175 * One in 
W thouſand, nor ſtand in the awful Judgment. 
bey are /pcechleſs with Guilt, and Nigmatized with 
d , before all the Angels of Light. What a 
avour would they eſteem it, to hide their aſhamed- 
eads, in the Bottom of the Ocean; or even to be 
\uried, beneath the Ruins of the tottering World 
Ir the Contempt, poured upon them, be ſo in- 
bpportable 3 O!“ How will their Hearts endure,” 
hen the Sword of infinite Indignatian is unſheath- 
d, and fiercely waved, around their defenceleſs 
cad; ; or pointed directly, at their naked Breaſts! 
ow muſt the Wretches {cream with wild Amaze- 
ent, and rend the very Heavens with their Cries, 
hen © the right aiming thunder-bolts go abroad! 
o abroad, with a dreadful Commiſſion, to drive 
zem 1 the Kingdoms of Glory; and plunge | 
em, not into the Sorrows of a Moment, or the 
ortures of an Hour; but into all the reſtleſs Ago- i 
ies of unquenchable Fi ire, and everlaſting Des: 
air, * 
Misxxv of Miſeries too ſhocking for RefleQi-" b 
to dwell upon. But, if ſo diſmal to foreſæe; and 
at at a Diſtance; together with ſome, conifortable 
xpectation of eſcaping, it. O] ho bitter, ho 
Neonceivably bitter, to bear; without any Inter- 
ſion ; or any Mitigation ; nn eee 
ernal Ages! 
Wno has any Bowels of Pity i ? = Who has any i 
ntiments of Compaſſion ?—Who has any tender 
oncern for his Fellow-creatures ? Who? In God? 's., 
ſame, and for W ſake, let him ſhew its 5 


by 


Regions of Sorrow, doleful Shades, where Peace 

And Reſt can never dwell; Hope never eomes ; 
That comes to All: but Torture without End 

Still urges, and a fiery Deluge, fed 

With ever-burning Sulphur unconſum'd. 

Mir. 
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by warning every Man, and beſeeching every Mar, 
to ſceł the LoR D while he may be found : To throy 
down the Arms of Rebellion, before the Act of In. 
demnity expires: ſubmiſſively to adore the Lamb, 
while he holds out the golden Sceptre. Here, let wii 
act the friendly Part to Mankind: Here, let th 
whole Force of our Benevolence exert itſelf; in ex. 
horting, whomſoever we are likely to influence, 9 
take the Wings of Faith unfeigned; of Repentani 
undelayed ; and “ flee away from this Wrath 0 
& come. 
| Upon the Whole; what ſtupendous Diſcoveris 
are theſe ! Lay them: up in a faithful Remembrance, 
O my Soul. Recolle& them, with the moſt ſeri 
ous Attention; when thou lieſt down, and when 
thou riſeſt up. When thou walkeſt, receive then 
for thy Companions ; when thou talkeſt, liſten to 
them 1 thy Prompters ; and whatever thou doe; 
conſult them as thy Directors. Influenced by thel: 
Conſiderations, thy Views will greaten; thy Adi. 
Ons be exalted; and thou thyſelf raifed above the 
tantalizing Power of periſhing Things. Duly mind- 
ful of theſe, it will be the Sum of thy Deſires, and 
Scope of thy Endeavours, to gain the Approbatior 
of that ſovereign ' Being; who will then fill the 
Throne and pronounce the deciſive Sentence. Thou 
wilt ſee nothing worth a Wiſh *, in Compariſon af 
having his Will for thy Rule; his Glory for thy 
Aim; and his Holy Spirit for thy e ever- —_— 
Principle. 


WonpER, O Man; . lot in Admiration, 10. 
thoſe prodigious Events, which are coming upon tht c 
w 


Univerſe: : Events, the Greatnels of which nothing 
Hoit 
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Great Day of Dread, Deciſion, and Deſpair ! " 
At Thought of thee, each ſublunary With 


Lets go its eager Graſp, and quits the World. 
N e 
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Ian nite can meaſure. Such, as will eauſe whatever is 
roy conſiderable or momentous, in the Annals of all Ge- 
f In. M.crations, to ſink into Littleneſs and Nothing: 
amb Events (] Ex sus, prepare us for their Approach; de- 
et ul bend us, when they take place!) big With the ever- 


beating Fates, of all the Living, and all the Dead. 


re muſt ſee the Grabes cleaving; the Sea teeming, s, 
, u and ſwarms unſuſpected, Crouds unnumbered, yea, 
tant ultitudes of thronging Nations, riſing from both. 


I muſt ſee the World in Flames; muſt ſtand at the 


th to | Wo MUIT-itand | 
ED 1[9ution of all terreſtrial Things; and be an At- 


erig I tendant, on the  Burialiaf; Nature. I muſt ſee the 
nce vaſt Expanſe of the SA, wrapt up like a Scroll; and 
ſer· the incarnate Gop, iſſuing forth from Light inac- 

hen ceſnble, with ten thouſand times ten thouſand An- 
then ge to judge both Men and Devils.— ] muſt ſee 
n tothe Curtain of Zime drop; ſee all Eternity diſcloſed 


oelt, 
thele 
cli. 
> the 
nind- 


o View; and enter upon a State of Being, that will 
never, never, have an Endet: 
- AND ought. I not let the vaineſt Imagination 
judge ; ought I not] to try the Sincerity of my Faith, 
and rate Heed to my 727 ays2 Is there an Inguiry; is 


ani there a Care; of greater, of equal, of comparable 
ation Importance ?— Is not this an infinitely preſſing 
the Call, to ſee that my Loins are girded about; my 
Thou Lamp trimmed; and myſelf dreſſed for the Bride- 
on o groom's Appearance?” That, waſhed: in the 
r tu Fountain opened in my Saviour's Side, and clad 


with the Marriage-Garment wove by his Obedience; 
I may * be found in Peace, unblameable, and un- 
© reproveable.”--Otherwiſe, how ſhall I ſtand with 
Boldneſs ; when the Stars of Heaven, fall from their 
Orbs ? How ſhall. I come forth ere& and courageous ; 
when the Earth itſelf reels to- and- fro like a Drunk- 
ard *? How ſhall I look up with Joy, and ſes my 
dalvation drawing nigh z when the Hearts of Mil- 
lions fail for Fear ? 

[5 —_ Now 


ating 


* Ifai. xxiv. 20. | 


76:  MffDii ©4iTt'0N:35;; &c. 
Now, Madam, left my Meditations: fee in f 
Cloud, and leave any unplæaſing Gloom upon your 
Mind; let me once more turn, to the brightening 
Proſpetts of the Righteous, A View of them] and 
their delightful Expectations, may ſerve to exhils 
rate the Thoughts; that have been muſingzupbn 
melancholy Subſects, and hovering about the Edges 
of infernal Ditkneſs: Juſt ds à ſpacious Field, at- 
rayed in chearful Green," relieves and re- invigbrates 
the Eye; that has fatigued itſelf by poring upon 
ſome minute, or gazing upon ſome glaring Object. 
Tux Righteous feem to lie by, inthe Bom of 
the Earth, as a wary Pilot in fome 'well-ſheltercd 
Creek; till all the Storms; Which infeſt this2lower 
World, are blown over. Hereg they enjoy fte 
Anchorage; are in no Danger of foundering amidſt 
the Seas of prevailing Iniquity; or of being ih- 
wrecked on the Rocks of any powerful Temptation. 
But, ere-long, we ſhall behold them hoiſtifig their 
Flag of Hope ; riding befote a ſweet Gul of atoring 
Merit, and redeeming Love\} ile make, with 
all the Sails of an affured © Faithy the bleſſed" Port 
of eternal Life; © © 1g o 3.009) l 
TkEx, may the honoured Friend, to whom! 
am writing; rich in good Works; rich in! He 
venly Tempers; but inexpreſſibly richer᷑ in her $- 
viour's Righteouſnefsi—O ! may the enter the Har- 
bour, like a gallant Hately Veſel; returhed'ſucceſs- 
ful and victorious, from ſome grand Expedition; 
with Acclamations, Honour, and Joy! While my 
little Bark, attendant on the Solemnity, and a Par- 
taker of the Triumph, glides - humibly”after-; and 
both reſt together in the Haven,—the wiſhed-for, 
bliſsful Haven, of perfect Security, and everlaſting 
Repoſe. % 4 eee e 
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The END. wt 
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45 by FA MES HERVEY, A. B, 
2 #4 
77% upon the Pleaſure, which we Ty ina ann 
17 as one of the moſt innocent Delights in human Life. A 

iy Garden was the Habitation of our firſt Parents before 
by the Fall. It is naturally apt to fill the Mind with calm- 
0 neſs and Tr anquillity, and to lay all its turbulent Pa ſ- 
1 fions at Reſt. It gives us a great Inſight into the Con- 
8 trivance and Wiſdom of Providence, and ſuggeſts i innu- 


merable Subjects for Meditation. 
Spect. Vol. VII. Ns. 477: 
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REFLECTIONS 


ON A 


Ina LETT ER to a TY 8 


1 


—_— 


Manam, E Sie | 

OME Time ago, my Meditations took a 
S Turn among the Tombs : They viſited the 

awful and melancholy Manſions of the Dead: 
And you was pleaſed to favour them, with your 
Attention. May IJ, now, beg the Honour of 
your Company, in a more inviting and delightful 
Excurſion ? In a beautiful Flower-Garden ; where 
| lately. walked, and at once regaled the Senſe, and 
indulged the Fancy. 


IT was early ina Summer Morning ; when the Air 
was cool; the Earth moiſt ; the whole Face of the 
- E4 | Creation 


F © Diſcourſes on the Vanity of the Creature, which 
* repreſent the Barrenneſs of every Thing in this World, 
and its Incapacity of producing any ſolid or ſubſtantia 
“ Happineſs, are uſeful. ——- Thoſe Speculations alſo, 
* which ſhew the bright Side of Things, and lay forth 
* thoſe innocent Entertainments, which are to be met 
*with among the ſeveral Objects that encompaſs us, are 
no leſs beneficial.” Spec. Vol. V. N. 393. Upon the 
Plan of theſe Obſervations, the preceding and following 
RefleRions are farmed. 627 


— 


. — 


1 REFLECTIONS on a _ 


Creation freſh and gay. The noiſy World 1 was 
ſcarce awake. Buſineſs had not quite ſhook off hi 
ſound Sleep; and Riot had but juſt reclined his gid. 
dy Head. All was ſerene : All was ſtill: Every 
thing tended to inſpire Tranquility of Mind, a 
invite to ſerious Thought, 

ONLY the wakeful Lark had left her Neſt, and 
was mounting on high, to ſalute the opening Dar. 
Elevated in Air, ſhe ſeemed to call the laborious 

Husbandman to his Toil, and all her Fellow-Sonp- 

ters to their Notes ——Earlieſt of Birds, ſaid I, 
Companion of the Dawn, may ] always riſe-at thy Ar 
Voice! Riſe,” to offer the Mattin-ſong ; and adote 
that beneficent Being, who maketh the Out-go- 7M 
<« ings of the Morning and Evening to rejoice.” 

O] How charming to rove abroad, at this ſweet WW , 

Hour of Prime To enjoy the Calm of Nature; 


to tread the dewy Lawns ; and taſte the unrifled = 
Freſhneſs of the Air! | Je 

| Sweet is the Breath of Morn, her Riſing ſees tet 
With Charm of earlieſt Birds f. pl 


What a Pleaſure do the Sons of Sl:th loſe ! Little _ 
ah ! little is the Sluggard ſenſible, how delicious an 
Entertainment he foregoes, for the pooreſt of all 
animal Gratifications. 
THE Greyneſs of the Dawn decays gradually. 


Abundance of ruddy Streaks tinge the Fleeces of : 
the Firmament. Till, at length, the dapplcd Aſ- X 
pe& of the Eaſt, is loſt in an ardent and univerſal R 


Bluſh. —Is it the Surmiſe of Imagination, or do the 
Skies really redden with Shame ; to ſee ſo many ſu- 
pinely ſtretched, on their Oy Pillows ?—Shall 
Man be loſt, in luxurious Eaſe ?. Shall Man waſte 
theſe precious Hours, in idle Slumbers ? While the 
vigorous Sun is up, and going on his Maker's Er- 


rand? While all the feathered Choir are hymning 
A 


;+ Mit. par- Loſt. B. VII 6zr. 
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the Creator, and paying their Homage in Harmony! ? 
Oh! no. Let Him heighten the Melody of the 
tuneful Tribes, by adding the rational Strains of 
Devotion. Let Him improve the fragrant Oblations 
of Nature, by mingling, with the rifivg ous 
the more refined Breath of Praiſe. 5 


'Tis natural for Man to look upward &; to throw 
his firſt Glance upon the Objects, that are above 
Him, 


Strait towards, Heav'n my wond'ring Eyes] I turn'd, 
And gaz'd a while the ample SK x . 


PRopIGIOUs Theatre! Where Lightnings dart 
their Fire, and Thunders utter their Voice: Where 
Tempeſts ſpend their Rage, and Worlds unnumber- 
ed roll at large! Oh the GEreatneſs of that mighty 
Hand; which meeteth out this amazing Circumfe- 
rence, with a Span! Oh the Immenſity of that won- 
derful Being; before whom this unmeaſurable Ex- 
tent is no more than a Point And Oh (thou 
pleaſing Thought !) the unſearchable Riches of that 
Mercy, which is J greater than the Heavens ! Is. 
more extenſive and unbounded, in its gracious Ex- 


erciſe, than theſe illimitable Tracts of Air, and Sea, 


and Firmament! that pardons. Crimes of the moſt 
enormous Size, and moſt horrid Aggravations; par- 

dons them, in Conſideration of the Redeemer's- 
Attonement, with perfect Freeneſs, and the utmoſt 
Readineſs ! More readily, if it were potlible, than 

this all-ſurrounding Expanſe admits, within its Cir- 
cuit, a Ridge of Mountains, or even a Grain of Sand. 


A O! come 


Os homini fab line dedit, calumque tuert: 
T uſfe „ & eredos ad fraera tollere vultus. Ovin. 


1 Mit. Par. Loft, B. VIII. q 257. 
Plalm cviii. 4. 


0  ReynvLECTIONnNS ONS 
O] cont hither, then, ye awakened, trembliy 
Sinners. Come +, weary and heavy-laden with! 
Senſe of your Iniquities. Condemn yourſelyg 
Renounce all Reliance on any thing of your om 
Let your Truft be in the tender Mercy of Gov, ful 
deem 


TN them hath He ſet a Tabernacle for the Sun. 
. Behold him coming forth, from the Chambers d 
the Eaſt. See; the Clouds, like floating Curtain 
-are thrown. back at his Approach. With what 7 
Fulgent Majeſty does he walk abroad! How tran 
ſcendently bright is his Countenance; ſhedding Dq it 
and inexhauſtible Light, through the Univerſe. |; 
there © Scene, though finiſhed by the moſt elaborate 
and coſtly Refinements of human Art, comparath 
. 7 150-558 424 
+. The Lines that follow are admirably . deſcriptire 
of the Spirit and Practice hinted above. In them Deir 
pants; Prayer wreſiles; and Faith, as it were, Graf 
the Prize I take leave to tranſplant them into thi 
Place, becauſe they have the Misfortune to grow in! 
very obſcure Situation. Their native Soil is no other 
than The Lamentation of a Sinner, written by Mr. Stern 
Hold. Notwithſtanding the unpromiſing Genius of tie 
Performance, I think, We may challenge the greatel 
Maſters, to produce any Thing more ſpirited, and in 
portunate; more full of Nature, or more fluſhed wit 
Life. | 55 


Mercy good LORD, Mercy 1 crave; 

This is the total Sum ; 5 A, D 

For Mercy, LORD, is all my Suitz 
I LORD, let thy mercy come. | 


The ſhort Sentences— Not a ſingle Copulative.— 
The frequent Repetition of the divine Name Tit 
_ almoſt inceſſant Reiteration of the Bleſſing, ſo earneſilf 
defired, ſo infinitely needed. Theſe are the genuin 
Language of Ardour ; are Beauties obvious to every ies 
and cannot fail, either to pleaſe the judicious T alle, 0 
to edify the gracious Heart, 
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t theſe illuſtrious Solemnities of opening Sun-ſhine ? 
Before theſe, all the ſtudied Pageantry of the Thea- 
tre; the glittering OEconomy of an Aſſembly; or 
even the heightened Ornaments of a royal Palace; 
hide their diminiſhed Heads, and ſhrink into No- 
thing.—lI have read of a Perſon, ſo ſtruck with the 
Splendors of this noble Luminary, that he imagined 
himſelf made on purpoſe, to contemplate its Glories. 
O! that Chriſtians would adopt his Perſuaſion, and 
transfer it to the Sun of Righteouſneſs ! Thus ap- 
plied, it would ceaſe to be a chimerical Notion, and 
become a moſt important Truth. For ſure I am, 
it is the ſupreme Happineſs, of the eternal State, 
and therefore may well be the ruling Concern, of 
| this preſent Life; * to know the only true GoD,, 
« and JESUS CHRIST, whom he hath ſent.” 
Nor do I ſtand alone in this Opinion. One of the 
moſt unqueſtionable Judges, of whatever is valua- 
ble in Science, or perfective of our Nature; a 
Judge, who formed his Taſſe on the Maxims of Pa- 
radiſe, and received the Finiſbings of his Education 
in the Third Heavens; this Judge determines to 
% know nothing but JEsUs CHRISH, and Him eru- 
« cified *” He poſſeſſed, in his own Perſon, the: 
fineſt, the moſt admired Accompliſhments; and yet 
pronounces them no better than Dung, in Compari- 
ſon of the “ ſuper-eminent. Excellency of this ſaving: 
Knowledge. | N 


efire 


raſji 
thus 
in! 
ther 
tern. 
+ the 
atel 
im 
with 


MxeTrinKs, I diſcern a thouſand admirable Pro- 
perties in the Sun. Tis, certainly, the beſt mate- 
ral Emblem of the Creator. There is more of 
God in its Luſtre, Energy, and Uſefulneſs, than in 
any other viſible Being. To worſhip it as a Deity, 
was the leaſt inexcuſable of all the heathen Idolatries.. 
One ſcarce can wonder, that fallen Reaſon ſhould 
miſtake ſo fair a Copy, for the adorable Original. 

oats of | No 
* To vr 315 νννανι. 
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No Compariſon, i in the whole Book of ſacred Wit. 
dom, pleaſes me more, than that which reſembly 
the bleſſed IE SUS, to yonder Regent of the Day+: 
Who now advances on his azure Road, to ſcatter 


Light and Gladneſs through the Nations. 


War were all the Realms of the World, but 
a Dungeon of Darkneſs, without the Beams of the 
Sun? All their fine Scenes, hid under Shades; lof 
in Obſcurity.— In vain, we roll around our Eyes! in 
the Midnight Gloom: In vain, we ftrive to behold 
the Features of amiable Nature: urn whither we 
will, no Form or Comelineſs appears: All ſeems a 
dreary MWaſte; an undiſtinguiſhed Chaos: till the 
returning Hours have unbarred the Gates of Light, 
and let forth the Morn.— Then, what a Proſped 
opens! The Heavens are paved with Azure, and 
ſtrewed with Roſes. A Variety of the livelicf 
Verdures array the Plains. The Flowers put on 
a Glow of the richeſt Colours. The whole Crex 
tion ſtands forth, dreſſed in all the Charms of Beau- 
ty. The raviſhed Eye looks round, and wonders. 


AND. what had been the Condition of our tel 


lectual Nature, without the great Redeemer, and 
his Divine Revelation? Alas! What abſurd and un- 
worthy Apprehenſions did the Pagan Sages form 
of Gop! What idle Dreams, what Childiſh Con- 
jectures, were their Doctrines of a future State! 
And how did the Bulk, even of that favoured Ni 
tion, the Fetvs, weary themſelves in very Vanity, 
to obtain Peace and Reconciliation with their offend- 
ed IEHOVAH! Till Jesus aroſe upon our benight 


ed Minds, and brought Life and Immortality u 
Light; 


+ Unto you, that fear my Name, ſhall the Suso 


1 


Righteouſneſs acile, with Healing in his Wings, Ma 


_ 
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iſ. Light; till he aroſe, “ to enlighten the wretched - 
les i Gentiles, and to be the Glory of his People 72 
+. „a Now, we no longer cry out, With a 
tter I reſtleſs Impaticnce, Where is Gop my Maker ?”? 
For we are allowed to contemplate the Brightneſs of 
his Glory, and expreſs Image of his Perſon, © in the 
but “ Face of JzsUs CHRIST.“ — Now, we no longer 
the inquire, with an unſatisfied Solicitude, “ Which 
lot N is the Way to Bliſs ?*? Becauſe I Es us has marked 
5 in the Path, by his ſhining Example, and left us an 
old MW uncrring Clue, in his holy Word. Now, we 
we have no more Reaſon to proceed with miſgiving 
ns a {MW Hearts in our Journey to Eternity, or to ask anxi- 
| the Wouſly. as we go; “ Who will roll away the Stone, 
ght, M and open the everlaſting Doors? Who will re- 
pet Mes move the flaming Sword, and give us Admiſſion 
and into the Delights of Paradiſe ?” For it is done, 
lick All done, by the Captain of our Salvation. Sin he 
: on bas 2xp:ated, by the unblemiſhed Sacrifice of Him- 
rer self. he Law he has fulfilled, by his perfect Obe- 
eau · ¶ cience. The Sinner he transforms, by his ſancti- 
ers. hing SPIRIT. In a Word; He hath both preſented 
inte us with a clear Diſcovery, of good Things to come; 
and and adminiſtred to us an abundant nme into 
un- the final Enjoyment of them. 
fom WHENEVER, therefore, we bleſs Gop for the 
Con. circling Seaſons, and revolving Day; let us adore, 
tate 'Mthankfully adore Him, for the more precious Ap- 
Na- ¶ pearance of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and his glorious 
nit BY Cel: without which, we ſhould have been 
groping, even to this Hour, in ſpiritual Darkneſs, 
and the Shadow of Death: without which, we muſt 
have been bewildered in a Maze of inextricable Un- 
certainties; and have * ſtumbled upon the dark 
„Mountains“ of Error, till we fell into the bottom- 
less Pit of Perdition. 
HO that grand enlivening * 
What y were this Earth, but a lifeleſs MAaſs? A rude 
Lump 


and all his Saints live through him. He /h:nes upol 
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Lump of inactive Matter? The Trees could neye 
break forth into Leaves, nor the Plants ſpring u 
into Flowers. We ſhould no more behold the Mes. 
dows, mantled over with Green; nor the Valley, 
ftanding thick with Corn. Or to ſpeak in the beau. 
tiful Language of a Prophet, * No longer woul 
< the Fig-tree bloſſom, nor Fruit be in the Vine: 
© The Labour of the Olive would fail, and q 
& Fields could yield no Meat: The Flocks muſt |; 
c cutoff from the Fold, and there would be no Hen 
in the Stalls.” This darts its Beams amony 
all the Vegetable Tribes; and paints the Spring, 
and enriches the Autumn. This pierces to the Roots 
of the Vineyard, and the Orchard; and fets afloat 
- thoſe fermenting Juices, which at length burſt into 
Floods of Wine, or bend the Boughs with a mellon c 
Load. Nor are its Favours confined to the He. 
per Regions; but diſtributed even into the cn 
Receſſes of Creation. It penetrates the Beds of Mee 
tals, and finds its Way to“ the Place of the Sa- 
& phires.“ It tinctures the Seeds of Gold, that ar: f 
ripening into Ore ; and throws a Brilliancy into the 
Water of the Diamond, that is hardening on it 
Rock. —— In ſhort ; the beneficial Agency of thi 
magnificent Luminary is inexpreſſible. It beaut: 
ſies, and impregnates, univerſal Nature. There 
6 nothing hid from the Heat thereof.“ 
JusT in the ſame Manner, were the Ration 
World dead in Trefpaſſes and Sins, without there: 
viving Energy of JESUS CHRIST. He is “ the Re. 
© ſurrection, and the Life:?“ The all-powetfi 
| Cauſe of the one, and overflowing Fountain of tie 
other, The ſecond Adam is à quickening Spirit, 


G GG 


hg © Of — — oy, — 


their Affections; and they ſhoot forth into Heaven) 
Graces, and abound in the Fruits of Righteouſnels 
Faith unfeigned, and Love undiſſembled, thoſe 10: 


bleit 
* Heb. iii. 17. 
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beſt Productions of the renewed Natures, are the Ef- 


ſect of his Operations on the Mind. Not fo much 
as one Divine Diſpoſition could ſpread itſelf, not one 


kindly Influences of his Grace. 


As there is no Fruitfulneſs, ſo likewiſe no Chear- 
uneſs *, without the Sun. When that auſpici- 


his Morning Splendors ; all Creatures are enlivened 
non by bis Preſence, are gladdened with his Gifts. Mil- 


ring lions of glittering Inſects awake into Exiſtence, and 


Loot bask in his Rays. The Birds ſtart from their Slum- 
flo bers, and pour their delighted Souls in Harmony, 
into The Flocks, with bleating Accents, hail the wel- 
oy come Bleſſing. The Herds, in lowing Murmurs, 
Un expreſs their hoarſer Acclamations. The - Valleys 
pf ring with rural Muſic: the Hills eccho back the art- 
Me les Strains. All that is vocal, joins in the general 
Sap: Choir: all that has Breath, exults in the chearing In- 
t ar fuence.— Whereas, let that radiant Orb be eclipſed, 
o the only for a few Minutes; and all Nature imme- 
i diately aſſumes an Air of Sadneſs. The Heavens 
put on a kind of Mourning. The moſt ſprightly 
Animals droop their Wings, or hang down their de- 
jected Heads. The Songſters of the Grove are 
ſtruck dumb. The Voice of Joy ceaſes. Howl- 
ing Beaſts roam abroad for Prey: Ominous Birds 
come forth and ſcreech : The Heart of Man fails, 
and a chilling Horror ſeizes the foreboding Mind. 
So, when CHRIsT hides away his Face; when 
Faith loſes Sight of that Conſolation of Iſrael; Oh! 
how gloomy are the Proſpects of that Soul! Dr 

cems 


* « The Sun, which is as the great Soul of the Uni- 
* verſe, and produces all the Neceſſaries of Life, has 
* a particular Influence in chearing the Mind of Man, 
* and making the Heart glad.” Spect. Vol. V. No. 387. 


Chriſtian Habit unfold and flouriſh, without the 


015 Sovereign of the Day diffuſes the Mildneſs of 
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ſeems to be a conſuming Fire, and our Sins e 
loudly for Vengeance. I he Thoughts bleed in. 
wardly ; the Chriſtian walks heavily : all without! 
irkſome: all within is. diſconſolate. Lift up then, 
moſt gracious JesUs, thou nobler Day-ſpring from 
on high! O lift up the Light of thy Countenance, 
upon thy People! Reveal the Fulne/s of thy medi- 
torial Sufficiency ; make clear our Title to this great 
Salvation ; and thereby impart | | 


What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtr oy, | 
| The Soul's calm Sunſhine, and the Heart-fel 
Joy. | Pope. 


Ix one Inftance more, let me purſue the Simi 
litude. The Sun, I obſerve, ſKoots his Beams even 
Way; both backwards and forwards ; to every 
Point in the Compaſs, as well as to every Quarter 
under Heaven. The Eaſt reddens with his riſing 
Radiance; and the Weſtern Hills are gilded with 
his ſtreaming.Splendors. The chilly Regions of the 
North are cheared by his genial Warmth 3 whik lay 
the Southern Tracts glow with his Fire. — Thel. 
are the Influences of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, di, 
Fuſrve and unconfined. The Generations of old felt 
them; and Generations, yet unborn, will rejoice i 
them. The Merits of his precious Death extendu 
to the Fir/?, and will be propagated to the Lal 
Ages of Mankind. May they, ere-long, vill 
the remoteſt Climates, and darkeſt Corners of the 
Earth! Command thy Goſpel, bleſſed Jesvs, th 
everlaſting Goſpel, to take the Wings of the Mom 
ing, and travel with yonder Sun. Let it fly upon 
ſtrong Pinions among every People, Nation, and 
Language : that where the Heat broils, and the Cold 
freezes, Thou mayeſt be known, confeſſed, and 
adored: That Strangers to thy Name, and Enems 
to thy DoCtrines, may be ehightned with the e 

| : edge; 


a 
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does and 7von to the Love, of thy Truth! 81 
nay that beſt of Aras come; that wiſhed for Period 
dvance; when “ All the Ends of the World ſhall 
en, i: remember themſelves, and be turned unto the 
om Wl: Lok p; and all the Kindreds of the Nations wor- | 
wn) Fl before him!“ | „ 
dia- 
Teal 


a 
in. 


It is 


FROM the Heavens, we . to the Earth. 
ere, the Drops of Dew, like ſo many liquid . 
als *, ſparkle upon the Eye. How brilliant, and 
nlallied, is their Luſtre / How little inferior to the 
roud Stone, that irradiates a Monarch's Crown! 
hey want nothing but Solidity and Permanen- 
, to equal them with the fineſt Treaſures, of the 
Favcler s Caſket, But here, indeed, they are 
reatly deficient 3 ſhort-lived Ornaments ; poſſeſſed 
f little more, than a momental Radiancy. The 
n, that lights them up, will ſoon exhale them. 
Vithin another Hour, we may look for their 
Place, and they ſhall be away.“ — Oh! may eve- 
good Reſolution of mine, and of my Flock's ; 
ay our united Breathings after GoD, not be like 
ce trar/ient Decorations of the Morning; but like 
te ſub/tantial Glories of the growing Day | Theſe 
line more and more, with augmented Splendors 
ile thoſe, having glittered gayly for a little while, 
appear, and are loſt. 
How ſenſibly has this Dew refreſhed the Vegeta- 
e Kingdoms! The fervent Heat of Yeſterday's 
n had almoſt parched the Face, and exhauſted . 
e dweets, of Nature. But, what a ſovereign Re- 
rative are theſe Cooling Diſtillations of the Night; 
oy they gladden, and invigorate, the languiſhing 
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*. erbs! Sprinkled with theſe reviving Drops, their 
00 Verdure 

ö all 

emu 


Now Morn, her roſy Steps in th' Eaſtern Clime - 
now: Advancing, ſow'd the Earth with orient Pearl. a 
edge Mirr. 
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Verdure deepens ; their Bloom is new-fluſhet: 
their Fragrance, faint or intermitted, becomes gy 
tent and copious.—So, does the ever-bleſled Sp1z; 
revive the drooping, troubled CON of a Sinner 
When that Almighty Comforter ſheds his ſweet i 
fluence on the Soul; diſplays the all-ſufficient & 
crifice of a Divine Redeemer ; and .= witneſſes wit 
ce our Spirit,” that we are interęſted in the Saviny 
and, by this means, are Children of GOD ; then 
what a pleaſing Change enſues ! Former Anxieti 
are remembered no more. Every uneaſy Apprehe 
ſion vaniſhes. Soothing Hopes, and delightful Er 
pectations, ſucceed. The Countenance drops i 
dejected Mien; the Eyes brighten with a liv 
Chearfulnefs ; while the Lips expreſs the Heart- 
Satisfaction, In the Language of Thankſgiving, an 
the Voice of Melody.—In this Senſe, merciful God 
be as the Dew unto Iſrael ! * Pour upon them th 
& continual Dew of thy Bleſſing— And Oh lk 
not my Fleece be dry, while Heavenly BenediQia 
deſcends upon all around, ie 


DD” = ˖ ww D of 


Wo can number theſe pearly Drops? The 
hang on every Hedge; twinkle from every Spraj 
and adorn the whole Herbage of the Field, Not 
Blade of Graſs, not a fingle Leaf, but wears tht 
watery Pendants. So vaſt is the Profuſion, thati 
baffles the Arithmetician's Art. Here, let 
benevolent Breaſt contemplate, with Delight, t 
emphatical Scripture ; which deſcribes the Incri 
of the Meſſiab's Kingdom, from this elegant Simil 
tude. The Royal Prophet, ſpeaking of Cx. 
and foretelling the Succeſs of his Religion, hasti 
remarkable Expreflion *, The Dew of thy Birthi 


* Palm cx. 3. HD 9 D NY 
The moſt exact Tranſlation of fie En: Paſſage is 


apprehend, as follows; Pra rore uteri aurore, til! 
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the Womb of the Merning ; (i. e.) As the Morn- 
g is the Mother of the Dews ; produces them, as it 
| | Were, 


the! 
Es po 
PIR] 
inner 


et A j2wentutis wel prolit tuæ. The Dew of thy Birth is 
it U erger, more copious, than the Dew which proceeds 
8 will om the Womb of the Morning -I cannot acquieſce in 
vin e new Verſion ; becauſe that disjoins The Womb of the 
then nig, from, The Dew of thy Birth: Whereas, they 


eem to have a clear Affinity, and cloſe Connection. 
he Womb of the Morning is, with Abundance of 
legance, applied to the Conception and Production of 
Dews ; agreeably to a delicate Line, in that great Maſter 
f juſt deſcription, and lively Painting. Mr. Thompſon ; 


| The meek-eyed Morn appears, Mother of Dews. 
| Summer. 
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Gon 7, I remember, has a fine Expreſſion, that may 
erve to confirm this Remark, and illuſtrate the Propriety 


m i | | 5 
hf the Phraſe uſed in this Connexion: Hath the Rain 
' Father, or who hath begotten the Drops of Deaus? 


It ſeems, the Oriental Writers delighted to repreſent the 
Dew, as a kind of Birth, as the Offspring of the Morn- 
ng. And if fo, ſurely there could be no Image, in 
he whole Compaſs of the Univerſe, better adapted. to 
he Pſalmiſt's Purpoſe ; or more ſtrongly ſignificant of 
hoſe Multitudes of Proſelytes, which were “ born, 


; thei not of Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the 
chat Will of Man, but of Gop ;” by the powerſul Energy 
f his Word and Spirit, -Upon this Suppoſition, the 


* Mas. deſcribes 
e willing Subjection, II: A C 
he bee Accompliſhments Cin Convent 
ind the vaſt Number, | 
g. d. In the Day of thy Power, when thy glorious Go- 
ſpel ſhall be publiſhed to the World, and accompanied 
th marvellous Efficacy In that momorable Period, 
Thy People, diſcontinuing the former Oblations, com- 
manded under the Moſaic Law, ſhall devote themſetves, 
a3 ſo many living Sacrifices, to thy Honour. Not con- 
trained by Force, but charmed with thy Excellency, they 
ſtall come in Volunteers to thy Service, and be free-will 
1 N | offerings 


A 
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were, from a prolific Womb : and ſcatters\theq 
with the moſt laviſh Abundance, over all the Su 


Oferings in thy Church -Neither ſhall: they be = emp 
„% Vines“ or bare Profeſſors ; but ſhall walk in all #j 
Beauties of Holineſs, and bring forth ſuch amiable Fni 
as will adorn the Doctrine they embrace And, whi 
is ſtill more deſirable, they ſhall be as numerous, as the 
are willing and holy. Born to thee in Numbers, ed 
more immenſe and inconceiveable, than the Drops 
Dew, which are begotten by the Night, and iſſue fro 
the Womb of the recent Morning 
By this Interpretation, the Text, I think, is clear 
of its Obſcurity ; and appears both truly ſublime, aul 
perfectly juſt. „„ „„ 
May I be pardoned the Digre/fon, and acquitted fron 
Preſumption, if on this Occaſion, I take Leave to ani 
madvert upon what ſeems harſh and unnatural, in th 
common Expoſition of the laſt Verſe of this Pſalm ? A 
the Commentators (at leaſt, all that I have had Oppo 
tunity to conſult) inform their Readers, That to din 
the Brook in the Way, ſignifies ts undergo Suffering an 
Death: Which, in my Opinion, is a Conſtruction et 
tremely forced. and hardly ſupportable ; altogether u 
mote from the Import of ſuch poetical Forms of Did 
on, uſual among the Eaſtern Nations. In thoſe ſult 
Climes, nothing in the World could be more welcont 
to the Traveller, than a Brook ſtreaming near his Path 
To quench his Thirſt, and lave his Feet in the cool 
Current, was one of the greateſt Refreſhments imagine 
able, and re animated him to purſue his Journey. Fa 
which Reaſon, among others, Brooks are a very favour 
Image, with the inſpired Penmen ; uſed to denote a 0 
tuation fertile and delightful, or a State of Pleaſure all 
Satisfu&ion ; but never, that I can recollect, to piQuil 
out the contrary Condition of Tribulation'and Difiri) 
The Water-floods, indeed, in the ſacred. Writings, ol 
en repreſent ſome iminent Danger. or grievous Afffictiol 
But then they are not——J7TIH op- Stream 0 
calm, that they keep within their Banks, and glide quit 
ly by the Traveller's Footſteps: fo clear, that they x 
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Nee of the Earth : So fballthy Seed. be, O thou 
; erlaſting Father! By the Preaching of thy Word, 
N. N 


tſor the Way faring Man's Uſe, and invite his Lips to 
Draught; both which Notions are plainly implied in 
e Text—T hey, are rather D- boiſterqus Bil- 
vs; burſting over a Ship, or daſhing themſelves with 
eadful Impetuoſity, upon the Shore: Or h 
eeping Inundations; that drown the neighbouring, 
ountry, and bear down all before them. Beſides, in 


48 ſe Inſtances of Horror, we never find the Word 
01771 —*© He ſhall drink; which conveys a pleaſing” 


lean lea (unleſs, when it. relates to a Cup, filled with bitter: 
boriceting, or impoiſoned Liquors; a Caſe quite dif- 


ent from that under Conſideration); but either ——" 
T7 =o which imports Terror, and Aſtoniſhment: ; Or, 


e r' and y —which ſignify to.ruſh upon; to, 
n the erwhelm 5. and Even to bury under the Wayes. 3 

ne ende, more properly. 
pale, to the Lenker of the” Holy Ghoft ? which were 


e enmunicated,/ in unmesfürable Degrees, to ouf great 
„ b-Prieſt; and were, in fact, the Cauſe of his furs! 
2 3 ounting all Difficulties.— Theſe are frequently repre- 


nted by Waters; Whoſo believeth on me out of 
his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Waters,” And. 
fun e Enjoyment of them is deſcribed by drinking ; „He, 

that drinkerb of the Water that I Aa give him, ſhall 
never thirſt. Then; the Senſe may run in this well-" 
need and perſpieuous Manner. If it be aſked, Ho- 


97 all the :Redeemer be able to execute the various and 
„ Fe portant Offices, foretold in the preceding Parts of the 
ou * the Prophet replies, He all drink of the Brook » 
May. He ſhall not be left barely to his human 
„ ure, which muſt unavoidably ſink under tbe tremen- 


us Work of recovering a loſt World: But, thro' the 


10 hole Courſe of his incarnate State, thro' the whole . 
5, 0 (miniſtration. of his Mediatorial Kingdom, ſpall be 
iclo ported with Omnipotent Succours. He ſhall drink 
ams Abe Brook of 4/mighty Power, and travel on in the 
quiet reatneſs of an ꝝncreated Strength. Therefore ſhall be 


ey ans 


ft uf his Head. By this means, ſhall he be equal to the 
i | 


prodt- 


" 
— FE * "IT 4 q 7 * 4 +, 
r ̃— A 
* 2 5 n . n > Fat Eat, 
: N . % * 1 n — r 
„ * 2 ä 7 
IE 2 9 9 Ne nt re — (1.364 


| ſhall ſuch an innumerable Race of regenerate Child! 


3-4 
1 


No; the Lamb, that was ſlain, will “ ſee of th 


| prodigious Taſk, and ds to all Oppolitind þ 
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ren be born unto Thee, and fill all Lands. Mil 
ons, Millions of willing Converts, ſhall croud ind 
thy Family, and repleniſh thy Church; till they 
* like the Stars of Heavens or the Sands d 
the Sea, for Multitude; or even as numberliſt 
theſe fine Spangles, which now-cover the Face 
Nature.——Bchold then, ye obſtinately Wicked 
though you = are not gathered, yet will the Savioul 
&« be glorious.” His Deſign ſhall not miſcary 
nor his Labour prove abortive; tho'.you "rae! 
of none Effect, with regard to yourſelves. Thi 
not, that IMMANUEL, will want Belzevers, or Hey 
ven Inhabitants, becauſe You continue incorrigith 


ce Travail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied; in a 
ver-failing Series of faithful People below, nil 
immenſe Choir of glorified Saints above; who {lu 
form, his Retinue, and ſurround his Throne, i in ſhin 
ing and Gumphage boca Jack 3 45 0 Man @ al 
number. 31279 | | 2985 ike. 


„ 
5 44 


* 


Hine, 1. was rechinded of the various E mo 
which Providence, unſearchably wife, uſes, to fru 
5 both the material and intellectual World. 

Sometimes, you ſhall have impetuous and heavy ſhop 
ers, burſting from the angry Clouds. They laſh tl 
Plains, and make the Rivers foam. A — bring 
them, and a Deluge follows them. At othe 
times, theſe gentle Dews are formed, in the ſere 
Evening Air: They ſteal down by ſoft Degrees, ai 


with inſenſible Stillneſs; ſo ſubtle, that they decevg 


the niceſt ada ſo * that 22 ae the mal 
 delica 


this Means, ſhall he be thoroughty ſucceſsful, in whateit 
ke undertakes ; and grea/ly Ines over all his En 
mies. 


— 
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licate Ear. Vet, theſe very different Operati- 
ns concur in the ſame beneficial End; and impart: 
ertility to the Lap of Nature. 55. Some have 
known reclaimed from the unfruitful Works of 
darkneſs, by violent and ſevere Means. The Al- 
ighty addreſſed their ſtubborn Hearts, as he ad- 
ee eiled the 1/raelites at Sinai, with Lightning in bis 
kei yes, and Thunder in his Voice. The Mind, ſmit, 
von irh a Senſe of Guilt, and apprehenſive of eternal 
arr engeance, trembled through all her Powers; juſt 

chat ſtrong Mountain tottered to its Centre. 
angs and Agonies preceded their new Birth. They 
wwailed in Pain, and were reduced to the ſoreſt Ex- 
emities, before they found Reſt to their Souls. — 
u bbers have been recovered from a vain Converſa- 
Ion, by Methods more mild and attractive. The Fa- 
er of Spirits applied himſelf to their tender Con- 
iences, in ** a ſtill, and ſmall Voice. His Grace 
ume down. as the Rain into a Fleece of Wool; or, 
d beſe ſoftning Drops, that now water the Earth. 
be Kingdom of Gov. took place in their Hearts 
ithout Noiſe or Obſervation. They paſſed from 
heath unto Life, from a carnal to a regenerate State, 
almoſt imperceptible Advances. The Tranſiti- 
n reſembled the Growth of Corn: was very viſtble/ 
boy den effected; though ſcarce ſenſible, while accom- 
hing. —— Thou Author and Finiſher of our 
pring ach, recal us from our Wanderings, and re- unite 
dur to thyſelf! Whether Thou alarm us with thy 
eren ers, or allure us with thy Smiles: whether 
hou drive us with the Scourges of Conviction, or 
cena us with the Cords of Love: let us, in any-wiſe, 
mar to Thee; for Thouart our Supreme Good; 
elcal bou art our Only Happineſs. 1 4 
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„ berongE I proceed further, let me aſcend che Ter- 
iter fe, and take one Survey of the neighbouring Coun- 
a — 0] What aProſpect ruſhes ren my Sight. 

| How 
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How vaſt; how various; how ; full and plenteay 
«with all manner of Store! Nature's whdl 
Wealth! W hat a rich and inexhauſtible Ma 92 
Zine is here: furniſhing Subſiſtence for every Cre 
ture! Methinks, I read, in theſe ſpacious Volume, 
a moſt lively Comment, upon that noble Celebratiſ 
of the Divine Beneficence; He openetb his Hani 
and filleth all Things living with Plenteouſneſs. 


Theſe are thy glorious Works, Parent of Good, 

Almighty ! Thine this univerſal Fame, 
Fhus wond'rous fair! Thyſelf how war then! 
1 1L T. 

Tur Fields: are edvered deep; and ſtand thick} 
with Corn. They expand the Milky Grain to the 
Sun; in order to receive from his Beams, a mort 
firm Conſiſtence, and a golden Hue: that they may 
be qualified, to fill the Huſbandman's Barns with 
144 and all his Heart with Gladneſs. - 
ONDER lie the Meadows, ſmoothed into a per- 

feet Level: decorated with an Embroidery of the 
gayeſt Flowers; and loaded with ſpontaneous Croys 
of Z7erbage : which, converted into Hay, will prove 
a moſt commodious Proviſion for the Barrenneſs df 
Winter; will ſupply with Fodder our ſerviceable 
Animals, when all the Verdure of the Plain is killed 
by Froſts, or buried in Snows.— A winding 
Stream glides along the F lowery Margin; and re- 
ceives the Image of the bending Skies, and waters 
the Roots of many a branching Willow, *Tis ſtock: 
ed, no doubt, with Variety of Fiſb; that afford a 
ſolitary Diverſion to the Angler, and nouriſh for bi 
Table a delicious Treat. Nor is it the only Ment 
of this liquid Element, to maintain the finny Nat 
ons; it alſo carries Cleanlineſs, and diſpenſe 


Aue, where ever it rolls the cryſtal Current. 
+ Kt HE 
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ur. Cattle. There, “our | Oxen are made ſtron 

© to labour; and our Sheep bring forth Thouſands, 
© and Ten thouſands.” There, the Horſe acquires 
igour, for the Diſpatch of our Buſineſs; and Speed, 

5 expedite our Journeys. From thence, the Kine 
ring home their Udders, diſtended with one of the 
icheſt, and healthieſt Liquars, in the World. 

On ſeveral Spots, a Grove of Trees, like ſome 
rand Colonnade, ereQs its towering Head. Every 
ne projects a friendly Shade for the Beaſts; and 
reates an hoſpitable Lodging for the Birds. Every 


ee ſtands ready, to furniſh Timber for a Palace; 
LT. %¼½̃%ù/s for a Navy; or, with a more condeſcending 
nick ourteſy, Fuel for our Hearths. One of them 
o thefW-ems ſkirted with a wild uncultivated Heath; which, 


ke well-diſpoſed Shades in Painting, throws an ad- 
tional Luſtre on the more ornamental Parts of the 
andſchape. Nor is its Uſefulneſs, like that of a 
oil, relative only, but real. There, ſeveral va- 
able Creatures are produced, and accommodated ; 
vitkout any Expence, or Care of ours. There, 
kewiſe, ſpring abundance of thoſe Herbs, which 
wage the Smart of our Wounds, and allay the 


fs of jery Tumults of the Fever; which impart Floridi- 
cable to our circulating Fluids; add a more vigorous 
dle rone to our active Solids ; and, thereby, repair 
ding de Decays of our enfeebled Conſtitutions. 


NEARER the Houſes, one perceives a ſpacious 
read of Branches; not ſo ſtately as the Oaks, but 


ock · Whore amiable for their annual Services. A little 
ord 2 While ago, I beheld them; and all was one beaute- 
Ir hi us, boundleſs, Waſte of Bloſſoms. The Eye mar- 
Mert elled, at the lovely Sight; and the Heart rejoiced, 
Nati- n the Proſpect of autumnal Plenty. But now, the 
enſe looming Maid is refigned for the uſeful Matron : 
rent. The Flower is fallen, and the Fruit ſwells out on 
T HE ery Twig Breath ſoft, ye Winds! Oh, ſpare 


e tender Fruitage, ye ſurly Blaſts! Let the yon 
F tree 


Part of the Deſſert, and give an agreeable * Clok 
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ærer ſuckle her juicy Progeny; till they drop int 
our Hands, and diſſolve in our Mouths, Let th 
Plum hang unmoleſted upon the Boughs; till ſhe fa 
ten her delicious Fleſh, and cloud her poliſhed Ski 
with Blue. And as for the Apples, that ſtaple com: 
modity of dur Orchards, let no injurious Shocks pre. 
<ipitate them immaturely to theGround; till revo 
ing Suns have tinged them with a ruddy Complex 
on, and concocted them into an exquiſite Flayou 
Then, what innumerable Claſſes, of what burniſhe 
Rinds, and what delightful 'Reliſhes, will replenil 
the Store-room! Some, to preſent us with an ear 
Entertainment, and refreſh our Palates amidft th 
ſultry Heats : Some, to borrow Ripeneſs from th 
falling Snows, and carry Autumn into the Depth 
of Winter: Some, to adorn the Salver; make: 


to our Feaſts: Others, to fill our Vats with a foam 
ing Flood; which, mellowed by Age, may ſparkl 
in the Glaſs, with a Livelineſs and Delicacy, Ht 
inferior to the Blood of the Grape. 
I o0BSERVE ſeveral ſmall Incloſures, which fem 
to be apprehenſive of ſome hoſtile Viſit from the 
North; and, therefore, are defended, on that Qua- 
ter, by a thick Wood, or a lofty Wall : at the fant 
time, they cultivate: an uninterrupted: Correſpond 
ence with the South ; and throw open the whol 
Dimenſions, to its friendly Warmth. One, in par- 
ticular, lies within the Reach of a diſtinguiſhing 
View; and proves to be an Olitory. It looks, me 
thinks, like a plain and frugal Republic. What 
ever may reſemble the Pomp of Courts, or the Ex- 
ſigns of Royalty, is baniſhed from this humble Com 
Munity. None of the Productions of the-Kitehmn 
. Garden affect Finery, but all are habited with per- 
fect Decency. Here, thoſe celebrated Qualities att 
4 eminent) 
— MO | 
: Uſque ad Mala — | His. 
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nb minently united, The utmoſt Simplicity with the 
t te acteſt Neatneſs*.——A ſkilful Hand has parcelled 
ela: the whole Ground, into narrow Beds, and 
ot tervening Alleys. The ſame diſcreet Management 


ath aſſigned to each Family, a proper and diſtinct 
Abode. So that there is no Confuſion, amidſt a 
great Multitude ; becauſe every Individual is affoci- 
ated with Propriety, and all the Tribes are ranged 


Jug ich Regularity,——But if it be pleaſing to behold 
iſhelW:.cic orderly Situation, and their modeſt Beauties; 
cnt ow delightful, to conſider the Advantages, they 
calf ield! What a Fund of choice Accommodations is 


ere! What a Source of wholſome Dainties ! and 
þll, for the Enjoyment of Man. Why does the 


epa par, with her frizzled Locks, ſhagg the Border; 
ke : why the Celery, with her whitening Arms, per- 
Clo rate the Mould : but to render his Soops ſavoury ? 
0am 


he Aſparagus ſhoots its tapering Stems, to offer 
Him the Firſt- fruits of the Seaſon ; and the Arti- 
chaak ſpreads its turgid Top, in order to give Him 
a Treat of vegetable Marrow. The Tendrils of 
he © Cucumber creep into the Sun; and, though 
aſking in its hotteſt Rays, they ſecrete for their 
aſter, and barrel up for his Uſe, the moſt cooling 
uices of the Soil. The Beans ſtand firm, like Files 
f embattled Troops; the Peaſe reſt upon their 
'rops, like ſo many Companies of Invalids ; while 


F 2 both 
* Simplex Munditiis. e 
0 Virgil, with great Conciſeneſs, and equal Pro- 
Er. piety, deſcribes the Cucumber ES On 
— — — Tertuſque Cucumis 


chen Creſceret in Ventrem. . | 

per- Milton has (if We admit Dr. Bentley's Alteration, which 

5 ay” | think, in 7his Place, unqueſtionably juſt) almoſt 
anflated the Latin Poet, IR 

— Forth crept 

The /wwelling Gourd | 

Georg. IV. Par, Loft. B. VII. I. 320, 
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both repleniſh their Pods with the Fatneſs of the 
Earth, on purpoſe to pour it on their Owner's Ta. 
ble. Not one Species, among all this Variety d 

Herbs, is a Cumberer of the Ground. Not a ſing| 
Plant, but is good for Food, or ſome way ſalutar, 
And, with ſo beneficent an Oeconomy, are the fe. 
veral Periods of their Miniſtration ſettled; that ng 
Portion of the Year is left deſtitute of ſuch nouriſh 
ing Eſculents, as are beſt ſuited to the Temperature 
of the Air, and the State of our Bodies, — ——(! 
why ſhould the Pęſſeſſor of ſo valuable a Spot enyj 
the Condition of Kings* ? Since He may dai 
walk, amidſt Rows of peaceable and obſequiou 
Subjects. Every One of which tenders him ſome 
agreeable Preſent, and pays him a willing Tribute. 
Such as is moſt excellently adapted, both to ſupply 
his Wants, and to regale his Taſte.: to furniſh Him, 
at once, with Plenty, and with Pleaſure. 
Ax a Diſtance, one deſcries the mighty Hill: 
They have their huge Ridges among the Clouds; 
and look like the Barriers of Kingdoms, and Boun: 
daries of Nature. Bare and deformed as their Sui 
face may appear, their Bowels are fraught with in- 
ward Treaſures'; Treaſures, lodged faſt in the 

Quarries, or ſunk deep in the Mines. From thence, 
Induſtry may draw her Implements ; to plow the 
Soil, to reap the Grain, and procure every neceſſary 
Convenience. From thence, Art may fetch her 
Materials ; to rear the Dome, to ſwell the Organ, 
and form the nobleſt Ornaments of politer Life. - 

O another Side, the great Deep terminates the 
View. There go the Ships: There is that Levi 
& athan.” And there, in that World of Water 

; | N ** 1 


Hic rarum tamen in Dumis Olus, albague circum 
Lilia, Verbenaſque premt ns, weſcumgue Papauer, 
Regum æquabat Opes Animis: /ſeraque revertens 
Notte domum Dapibus Menſas onerabat inemptis. 
1 VIC. Georg. IV. I. 130. 
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in inconceivable Number of Animals have their 

the Habitation. This is the capacious Ciſern of the 
[+ Univerſe ; that admits, as into a Receptacle ; and 
of WF ;4cibutes, as from a Reſervoir ;/ whatever waters 
gle the whole Globe. There's not a Fountain, that 
iy. 8 ouſhes in the unfrequented Defart ; not a Rivulat, 
le that flows in the remoteſt Continent ; nor a Cloud, 
10 wat ſwims the higheſt Regions of the Firmament; 
. bot is fed by this all-repleniſhing Source. The 
ae Ocean is the grand Vehicle of Trade, and the Uniter 


br diſtant Nations: To us it is peculiarly kind, not 
") BY only as it wafts into our Ports the Harveſt of every 
h Climate ; renders our Ifland the Centre of Traffick ; 
vu BY but alſo as it ſecures us from foreign Invafions, by à 
e fort of impregnable Entrenchment #."\ © 
te METHINKS the View of this profuſe Munifi- 
ly Wl cence inſpires a ſecret Delight, and kindles a diſin- 
n, tereſted Good-will While the << little Hills clap 


« their Hands 3” and the Juxuriant “ Valleys laugh 
4 and ſing, who can forbear catching the general 
Joy? Who is not touched, with lively Senfations 

| 2 of 


* Whoſe Rampart was the Sea. Nahum. iii. 8. 


he J hope, this little Eæcurſon into the Country will 
e not be looked upon as a Departure from my Subject, be- 


cauſe a rural View, though no eſſential Part of a Garden, 
is yet neceſſary to complete its Beauty. ——As' U/efuk 
n;/s is the moſt valuable Property, that can attend 
any Production; 2475 is the Circumſtance, chiefly touch- 
ed upon in this Survey of the Landſchape. Tho' every 
Piece of this extenſive and diverſified Scene is eaſt in the 
moſt elegant Mould ; yet nothing is calculated merely 
lor Show, and Parade. You ſee nothing formed in the 
Taſte of the oftentatious Obeliſk, or infignificant Pomp 
of the Pyramid. No ſuch idle Expences were admitted 
into that conſummate Plan, which regulated the Struc- 
ture of the Univerſe. All the Decorations of Nature are 
no leſs advantageous, than ornamental ; ſuch as ſpeak the 
Maker infinitely beneficent, as well as incomparably 
magnificent. | | 
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of Pleafure While the everlaſting Father, ; 


ſcattering Bleflings through his whole Family, ang 
crowning the Year with his Goodneſs ; who dog 
not feel his Breaſt overflowing, with a diffuſive Be. 
nevolence? —— My Heart, I muſt confeſs, beat 
high with Satisfaction; and breathes out congraty 
latory Wiſbes, upon all the Tenants of theſe run 
Abodes : Peace be within your Walls, as well x 
«« Plenteouſneſs around your Dwellings.” Li, 
ye highly favoured ; live ſenſible of your Benefits 
and thankful to your Benefactor. Look round upon 
theſe prodigiouſly large Incomes of the fruitſi 
Soil, and call them (for you have free Leave) il 
your own. Only let me remind you of one ven 
important Truth. Let me ſuggeſt, and may you 
never forget; That you are obliged to Cnrisr 
Jesvus, for every one of theſe Accommodations, 
which ſpring from the teeming Earth, and ſmiling 
%%% cit. 

1. CHRIST * made them, when they were not 
le fetched them up from utter Darkneſs; and 


gane 


When I aſcribe the Work of Creation to the Son, 
am far, very far, from offering to exclude the eternal 
FATHER, and ever bleſſed SrI RI, from the ſame Ho- 
nour. The Acts of thoſe inconceiyably glorious Perſon 
are, like their Eſſence, undivided and one. But I chooſ 
to ſtate the important Point in this Manner, becauſe this 
is the manifeſt Doctrine of the New Teſtament ; the ex: 
| Preſs Belief of our Church; and a moſt noble Peculiar 
ty of the Goſpel Revelation. —I chooſe it alſo, becauF 
I would take every Opportunity of inculcating, and ce 
lebrating, the Divinity of the Renzemer: A Truth, 


that imparts an unutterable Dignity to Chriſtianity ; A 
Truth, which lays a moſt immoveable Foundation, for 
all the comfortable Hopes of a Chriſtian : A Truth, 
which will render the Myſtery of our Redemption, the 
Wonder and Delight of Eternity: And with this Truth, 


2 WP 4 a —_ — — po — — 
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gave them both their Being, and their Beauty. He: 
created the Materials, of which they are compoſed; 
and moulded them into this endleſs Multiplicity, of 
amiable Forms, and uſeful Subſtances. He arrayed 
the Heavens, with a Veſture of the mildeſt Blue; 
and cloathed the Earth, in a Livery of the gayeſt 
Green : His Pencil ſtreaked, and his Breath per- 
fumed, whatever is beautiful or fragrant in the Uni- 
verſe. His Strength ſet faſt the Mountains; His: 
Coodneſs garniſhed the Vales; and the ſame Touch, 
that healed- the Leper, wrought the whole viſible 
Hleem into this complete Perfection. 

2. CHRIST recovered them, when they were for- 
feited.—By Adam's Sin, we loſt our Right to the- 
Comforts of Life, and Fruits of the Ground: His 
Diſobedience was the moſt impious and horrid: 
Treaſon, againſt the KI NG of Kings. Conſequently, 
his whole Patrimony became confiſcated : as well 
the Portion of temporal good Things, ſettled upon: 
the human Race during their Minority, ;, as that 
everlaſting Heritage reſerved for their Enjoyment, 
when they ſhould come to fulljAge. But the Seed 
&« of the Woman, inſtantly interpoſing, took of: 
the Attainder, and redeemed the alienated Inherit- 
ance, The firſt Adam being diſinherited, the 150 

| 3 


»*>, 


every One will obſerve, my Aſſertion is inſeparably 
connected, 6 ne 1 | 
If any one queſtions, whether this be the Doctriae of 
our Church; jet the Creed, which we repeat in our moff 

folemn Devotions, determine his Doubt, .I believe, 
ſays that Form of ſound Words, “in one Lorp Ixsus 
„Cnsisr, very Gop of very God, by whom all Things 
dere made. If it be farther inquired, from whence 
the Nicene Fathers derived this Article of their Faith? I 
anſwer, From the Writings of the beloved Diſciple, 
who lay on the Saviour's Boſom : and of that great A- 

poſtle who was caught up into the Third Heaven, Jan 
L. 3. Colo. i. 16. i 
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cond Adam + was appointed Heir of all Things, vil. 
ble as well as inviſible: And we hold our Poſſefion 
of the one; we expect an Inſtatement of the Other, 
purely by virtue of our Alliance to TE 71 Our 

Union with him. n 
3 CHRIST upholds: them, which would other. 
wiſe tumble into Ruin.— By Zim, ſays the Orack 
of Inſpiration, all Things conſiſi T. His Finger toll 
the Seaſons round, and preſides over all the celeſtial 
Revolutions. His Fi 1 winde . the Wheels 
| | W A 


+ Hehb. i. — this. Senſe, at leaſt; Can; is Ty 
Reliant of all Hen. The former and latter Rain; the 
precious Fruits of the Earth ; Food to eat, and Raiden 
to put on; — all theſe He purchaſed, even for his itte · 
claimable Enemies. They eat of his Bread, who lift up 
their Heel againſt Him. 

We learn from hence, in what a peculiar and endear 
ing Eight, the Chriſtian is to contemplate the Things 
that are ſeen. '' Heathens might difcover an eternal Pow. 
er, and infinite Wiſdom, in the Structure of the Uni. 
verſe: Heathens might acknowledge a moſt ſtupendous 
Liberality, in the unreſerved Grant of the whole Fabric, 
with all its Furniture, to the Service of Man. But the 
Chriſtian ſhould ever keep in Mind his Forfeiture of vie 
them, and the Price paid to redeem them. He ſhould his 
receive the Gifts of indulgent Providence, as the 1/-ae/ites 
received the Law, from the Hand of a Mediator : Or ra- 
ther, To Him they ſhould come, not only iſſuing from 
the Stores of an unbounded Bounty, but ſwimming (as 
it were) in that crimſon Tide, which ſtreamed from 
IMMANUEL s Veins. 

i beg leave to ſubjoin St. Cbryſe fom's 
pertinent and beautiful Note, upon the Paſſage; by 
which it will appear, that the Sentiment of theſe Secti- 
ons is not merely a private Opinion, but the avowed 
Belief of the Primitive Church. Talsgu, ſays the elo- 

quent Father, #5 avlo xpepalas M rin virogaoy" & jor 
- avlog avia tx Tg jw og tug To was Tap yay, aNNG $i 
| & vlog U ouyxpellss | ge V avoowag9n 776 W gonna, 
r οννν Kh Sehr. es ey 20 
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the 


on. Word, the wbole Weight of the Creation reſts 


upon his mighty Arm; and receives the whole Har- 


ur 4; 
| This habitable Globe, with all its rich Appendages, 


ce they could create themſelves. - Start they would 


into inſtant Confuſion; or drop into their primitive 
ial V. hing; did not his Power ſupport, and his Wiſ- 
„om regulate them, every Moment. In Conformi- 


Wy to his Will, they ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and invaria- 
ble in their Orders ; and wait only for his ſovereign 
Nod, to „“ fall away like Water, that runneth 
(e apace.“ 4 | ä Io ; | 
4. CHRIST + actuates them, which would other- 

wiſe be lifeleſs and inſignificant. —Penſioners they 
are, conſtant Penſioners on his Bounty, and borrow: 


whatever operates, operates by an Emanation from 
with its enlivening Juices? It is by a Warrant re- 


Does Bread ſtrengthen your Heart, and prove the 
Staff of your Life > Remember, that it is by the Sa- 
viour's Appointment, and through the Efficacy of 


when the“ Time of ſinging of Birds is come, and 
the Voice of the Nightingale is heard in your 
“ Land.“ You taſte his Goodneſs in the luſcious 


1 John v. 17. My Father werketh hitherto, and I work;. 
 e. Lexert that unremitting and unwearied Energy, 
which is the Life of the Creation. Thus the Words 
are paraphraſed by a. maſterly Expoſitor, who has illu- 
[rated the Life of our bleſſed Loc, in the moſt elegant 
Tafte of Criticiſm: with the moſt amiable Spirit of De- 


ven, or low Singularities, of a Party. See the Family. 
Expoſitor, Vol. I. Sect. 7. 4 


and implies every Spring, of Vegetative Nature. In 


mony of its Motion, from his unerring Eye. 


nd fine Machinery, could no more continue, than 


their All from his Fulnefs. He only has Life: and 
his All- ſufficiency. Does the Grape refreſh you, 


ceived, and Virtue derived. from the Redeemer. 


his Operation. You are charmed with his Melody, 


votion; and without any Mixture of the malignant Lea-- 
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Fig, the melting Peach, and the muſky F lavour of 
the Apricot, You ſmell his Sweetneſs iu the open. 
ing Honeyſuckle, and every odoriferous Shtub 
Could. theſe Creatures ſpeak for themſelves, they 
would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all Sufficiency of the 
own, and aſcribe the whole Honour to their Maker 

* We are Servants,” would they ſay, “of Hin, 
« who died for you. Ciſterns only, dry Ciſtem 
© in ourſelves, we tranſmit to Mortals no more, 
than the uncreated Fountain transfuſes unto ug, 
Think not, that, from any Ability of our own, 
& we furniſh you with Aſſiſtance, or adminiſter to 
<« your Comfort. *Tis the Divine Energy, the Dj 
b vine Energy alone, that works in us, and does 
you good. We 7 wy you, O ye Sons of Men, 
that you may ve Him, who placed us in theſe 
Stations. O!] love the Loxp, therefore, all ye 
« whoare ſupported by our Miniſtry; or elſe we 
<< ſhall+ groan with Indignation and Regret, at 
* your Abuſe of our Services. Uſe us, and wel- 
come; for we are yours, if ye are CHRIST" 
„Crop our choiceſt Beauties; rifle all our Tres. 
© ſures; accommodate yourſelves with our mok 
© valuable Qualities; only let us be Incentives to 
6 Gratitude, and Maotives to Obedience. 


Haine maged the e Shy ; ; and ſent 2 
Glance round the inferior Creation ; *tis Time to 
deſcend from this Eminence, and confine my. Atter- 
tion to the beautiful Spot below. Here Nature, 


always pleaſing, every-where lovely, appears with. 
peculiar Attractions. Yonder, ſhe ſeems dreſſed 
in her Deſbabille; grand, but irregular. Here, 
the calls in her Hand-maid, Art; and ſhines in all 
the delicate Ornaments, that the niceſt Cultivation 
can convey. Thoſe are her common _ 

| w ele 


+ Rom. viii. 22. 
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where ſhe lodges her ordinary Gueſts; this is her 
Cabinet of Curioſities, where ſhe entertains her in- 
timate Acquaintance.— My Eye ſhall often expa- 
tate,. over thoſe Scenes of univerſal Fertility: My 
Feet ſnall ſometimes bruſh through the Thicket, or 
traverſe the Lawn, or ſtroll along the Foreſt Glade: 
But to this delightful Retreat, ſhall be my chief R- 
fort, Thither, will I make Excurſions; but Here, 
will I dwell. ST | 

Ir, from my low Procedure, I may form an Al- 
juſion to the moſt exalted Practices; I would ob- 
ſerve, upon this Occaſion; That the celebrated 
Eraſmus, and our judicious: Locke, having trod the 
Circle of the Sciences, and ranged thro? the whole 
Extent of human Literature, at length betook them 

ſelyes ſolely to the Bible. Leaving the Sages of 
Antiquity, they ſat inceſſantly at the Feet of Insus. 
Wiſely they withdrew, from that immenſe Multi- 
plicity of Learning; from thoſe endleſs Tracts of 
amuſing Erudition; where, noxious. Weeds are 
mixed with wholſome Herbs: where, is generally - 
a much larger Growth of prickly Shrubs, than of 
fruitful Boughs. They ſpent their. moſt mature 
Hours, in thoſe | hallowed Gardens, which Gop*'s: : 
own Wiſdom planted ; which -Gop's own Spirit 
watereth ; and in which God's own Son is conti- 
nually walking: Where, He meeteth thoſe that 
ſeek Him; and revealeth to them the Glories of his 
Perſon, and the Riches of his Goodneſs. 

Thus would I finiſh the Remainder of my Days 
Having had a 74% of the politer Studies; may 1 
devote my future Application, to the lively Oracles / ' 
From other Purſuits, one may glean ſome Frag- 
ments of ſpecious Inſtruction: From this; I truſt to 
reap a Harveſt of the ſublimeſt Truths; the nobleſt- 
Improvements ; and the pureſt Joys. Waft me 

„ | then, 
5 * Duicguid dacetur, Veritas; quicguid præci pitur, Sa- 
Plas; guiguid promittitur, Felicitas. er Ol 


. 
1 
4 
1 
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then, 01 ! — my Mind, to Sion's conſeeratel 
Bowers. Let my Thoughts perpetually. row 
through the awfully- pleaſing Walks of Inſpiration 
Here, grow thoſe Heaven-born Plants, the Tres 
of Life and Knowledge ; whoſe ambroſial Exuits we 
now may „ take, and et, and live for lever. Hen 
flow thoſe precious Streams of Grace and Righteni 
neſs ; whoſe living Waters “ whoſoever drinks, 

« ſhall thirſt no more.” And, what can the F able 
of Grecian Song or the fineſt. Pages of Roman Elo- 
quence—What can they exhibit, in any Degre 
comparable to theſe matchleſs Prerogatives of Re. 
velation? — Therefore, though I ſhould: not diſlibe 
to pay a Viſit now- and- then to my Heathen Maſters, 
I would /ive with the Prophets and Apo/tles, : With 
the One, I would carry on ſome occaſional: Corre- 
ſpondence: but the Others, ſnould be my Boſom- 
Friends z my inſeparable NO 25 20M De 

180 light, and my Kagnielinte.” ii 


Wear e are theſe, that ſo areal aut 
my Noſtrils? They are the Breath of the Flowers; 
the Incenſe of the Garden. How liberally does 
the Jeſſamine difpenſe her odoriſerous Riches J Ho 
deliciouſly has the Woodbine imbalmed this Morn- 
_ing-Walk!,, The Air is all Perfume. And is not 
this, another moſt engaging Argument, to ſofſale 
the Bed of Sloth? Who would lie diſſolved in ſenſe- 
leſs Slumbers ; while ſo many breathing Sweets 
invite him to a Feaſt of Fragrancy ? Eſpecially con- 
ſidering, That the advancing Day will exhale the 
volatile Dainties. A fugitive Treat they are, pre- 
pared only for the Wakeful and Induſtrious: Where- 
as, when the Sluggard liſts his heavy Eyes, the 
Flowers will droop; their fine Scents be diſſipated; 
and, inſtead of this refreſhing Humidity, the Air 
will become a kind of liquid Fi . 
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tei WITH this very Motive, heightened by a Re- 
ve BB reſentation of the moſt charming Pieces of Morn- 


ng Scenery, the Parent of Mankind awakes his love- 


ey Conſort. Thore is ſich a- Delicacy in the Choice, 
nd fo much Li in the Deſcription" of theſe rural 
en mages that T cannot: excuſe myſelf, without re ; 
„eating the whole Paſſage. —— Whiſper it, ſome 
ks, Wricndly Genius, in the Ear of every One, that is 
les Wow ſunk in Sleep, and loſt to all theſe noble Grati- 
lo. cations! 1 ea It Rr e = | * 
© Awake : The Morning ſhines, and the freſh Field 
e⸗ | 1 8 1 i 
VVV 
be tended Plants: how, blows the Citron Grote; 
in hat drops the Myrrh, and what the balmy Reed; 
. ow Nature paints her Colours; how the Bee _ 


dts on the Bloom, extracting liquid Sweets *. © 


How delight ful is this Fragrance I It is diſtributed 
n the niceſt Proportion; neither ſo ſtrong, as to op- 
reſs the Organs; nor ſo faint, as to elude them. 
We often fit cloyed and ſated at a ſumptuous Ban- 
quet ; but Jhis Pleaſure never lofes its Poignancy, 
ever palls the Appetite. Here, Luxury itſelf is in- 
ocent and refined; or rather, in this Caſe, Indul- 
pence is incapable of Exceſs.— This balmy Enter- 
ainment not only regales the Senſas hut f chears 
he very; Saul; and, inſtead of elogging, elates its 
owers.—Tt puts me in mind of that ever-memora= 
le Sacrifice, which was once made in behalf of of- 
ending Mortals. I mean the Sacrifice of [the Blefſ< 


e / Jxsus; /when He offered up Himſelf to Gob, 
7 


for a ſweet - ſmelling Savour. Fot ſuch the Ho- 

Spirit ſtiles that wonderful Qblation/: as if no 

mage, in the whole ſenſible Creation, was ſo pro- 

per to give us an Idea of the ineffable Satisfactton; 
: Ft - which 

* Milt. Par. Loſt, B. V. I. 20 RN 

T Ointment and [Perfume rejoice the Heart. 47. K 

| Prov. XXVIl. 9. 
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which the Father of Mercies conceived, from the 
unparallelled Attonement; as the pleaſing Senſatimy 
which ſuch rich Perfumes are capable of raiſing 
<6 Thouſand of Rams, and Ten thouſand of Rixen 
6 of Oil,” from an apoſtate World; the moſt ſub 
miſſive Acknowledgments, added to the moſt cofth 
Offerings, from Men of defiled Hands, and unclen 
Lips; What could they have effected? A Prophe 
introduces the High and Lofty One, that inhy 
c biteth Eternity,” turning himſelf away from ſug 
filthy Rags; turning Himſelf away, with a diſdaiy 
ful Abhorrence *, as from the noiſome Steams of; 
Dunghil.—But in CHRIST's immaculate Holineſ; 
in CHRIS T's conſummate Obedience; in CHRIST. 
moſt precious Blood-ſhedding ; O ! with what u. 
| imaginable Complacency, does Juſtice reſt fatished 
and Vengeance. acquieſce ! ——AIll thy Wort, 08 
Thou Surety for ruined Sinners! all thy Suffering, 
O Thou faughtered Lamb of Gop ! as: well as d 
thy Garments, O Thou Bridegroom of thy Church. 
+ ſmell of Myrrh, Aloes, and Caſſia ! They are 
finitely more grateful to the Eternal Godhead\tin 
the choiceſt Exhalations of the Garden, than all tt 
Odours of the ſpicy. Eaſt, can be to the hum 
TTP % E 901 
As the Altar of old ſanQtified the Giſt; ſo tha 
the great Propitiation, which recommends the 
noxious Perſons, and unprofitable Services, of tit 
believing World. In this, may my Soul be inte 
reſted l By his, may it be reconciled to the Father 
There is ſuch a leprous Depravity cleaving to n 
Nature, as pollutes whatever I perform. My mot 
profound Adorations, and ſincereſt Acts of Neligion 
muſt not preſume to challenge a Reward, but hum 


y implere Forgiveneſs I; Renouncing, * 
* 


Amos v. 21. 22. + Pſal ziv. 9. 
A Writer of diſtinguiſhed Superiority us add 


— 0 
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nat lyſelf in every Inftance of Duty ; diſclaiming all 
on, adow of Confidence Þ in any deeds of my own; 
ay I, now and evermore, be accepted through the 
* loved ! | 8 ir T5 Fu : 
& War Colours, what charming Colours, are 
e ere! Theſe, ſo nobly beld ; and Thoſe, fo deli- 
beat ly Ianguid. What a Glow is enkindled in ſome! 
hat a G/o/s ſhines upon others! in one, me- 
ud binks, I ſee the Ruby, with her bleeding Radiance; 
als another, the Sapphire, with her Sky- tinctured 
die; in all, ſuch an exquiſite Richneſs of Dyes, 


s no other Set of Paintings in the Univerſe can 
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ed, Wis the great Obſerver of Actions, and Searcher of Hearts; 
0 

ö | 


and vindicates #zy Sentiments, while he ſo juſtly and 
beautifully utters his o.]n; „ 
Look down, great God, with Pity's ſofteſt Eye, 
On a poor breathing Particle in Duſt. Io 
His Crimes forgive; forgive his Virtues too, | 
Thoſe /maller Faults, half Converts to the Right. - 


' Night-Thoughts, No. IX. 


+ See Page 44 and 45. in the ſecond Edition of 
a moſt candid and zwangetical little Freatiſe, called 
CHRISTIANTTY the Great ORNAMENT 
of Human Life, Printed for J and J. Boxwwicke in Se. 
Paul's Church-yard. If Chriſtians happily avaid 
the dangerous Extreme, and too often fatal Rock, of 
a dead fruitleſs Faith on the one hand, He [i. e Satan] 
vill endeavour by all kind of plauſible Inſinuations, 
* to ſplit them on the oppoſite, viz. Spiritual Pride, 
* Oftentation, and Dependance on their Works, as if 
"THESE were the meritorious, or procuring Cauſe 
of all true Peace, Hope, Conſolation, and Divine Ac- 
© Ceptance. Now this Se/f-dependance may be ranked 
© among the moſt dangerous of the infernal Politics, be- 
* Cauſe the fatal Poiſon lies dcep, and too often andifcern- 


« 64. 
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boaſt . With what a Maſterly SLi, is ey 
one of the varying Tints di/poſed ! Here, they ſell 
to be thrown' on with an eaſy Daſh, of Security aff 
Freedom ; there, they are adjuſted by the nil 
Touches. of Art and Accuracy. Thoſe, whig 
form the Ground, are always ſo judiciouſly choſe 
as to heighten the Luſtre of the ſuperadded Figura 
while the Verdure of the Impalement, or the Shade 
ings of the Foliage, - impart new Livelineſs to the 
Whole. Indeed; whether they are blended, 9 
arranged; ſoftned, or contraſted; they are mani 
feſtly under the Conduct of a Taſte, that nem 
miſtakes; a Felicity, that never falls ſhort of; the 
very Perfection of Elegance. — How inimitably fin 
is the Texture of the Web; on which theſe ſhining 
Treaſures are diſplayed ! What are the Laboursd 
the Perſian Looms, or the boaſted Commodities d 
Bruſſels, compared with theſe curious Manufacture 
of Nature? Compared with theſe, the moſt a. 
mired Chintſes would loſe their Reputation ; even 
ſuperfine Cambricks appear coarſe as Canvas i 
their Preſence. 3 . 
War a chearing Argument does our Saviout 
derive from hence to ſtrengthen our Affance in God! 
He e us to learn a Leſſon of Heaven-dependung 
Faith, from every Bird, that wings the Air; and 
from every Flower, that bloſſoms in the Field. l. 
Providence, with unremitted Care, ſupports thoſe in- 
ferior Creatures, and arrays theſe inſenfible Being, 
with ſo much Splendor ; ſurely he will in no wiſe, 
with-hold' from his ele& Children, Bread to * 


1 Who can paint 

Like Nature? Can Imagination boaſt, 
Amid his gay Creation, Hues like theſe? 
And can he mix them with that matehleſs Skill, | 
And lay them on ſo delicately fine, W 

And laſe them in each ather,.as appears 
In ev'ry Bud that blows ?:  Thomſ. Spring 
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and Rainment to put on. O ye faithful Follow 
W.. of the Lamb, diſmiſs every low Anxiety, relate- 
g to the needful Sſtenance of Life. He that feeds 
e Ravens, from an inexhauſtible Magazine; He 
at paints the Plants, with ſuch ſurpaſſing Ele- 
W:nce; in ſhort, He that provides ſo liberally, both 
or the animal and vegetable Parts of His Creation; 


dF i!! not, cannot, neglect His own People. Fear not 
te %% Flock, ye peculiar Objects of Almighty Love! 
oF i; jour Father's good Pleaſure, to give you a King- 


n. And, if he freely gives you an everlaſting 
ingdom hereafter 3 He will certainly allow you all 


W-ce/ſary Conveniences here. £2 
fue Ox cannot forbear reflecting, in this Place, on 
ine too prevailing Humour, of being fond and gſten- 
sa es of Dreſs F: What an abject and miſtaken 
s of | Ambition 
rag J ur. Aadiſon has a fine Remark on a famous Female 


artior celebrated by Virgil. He obſerves, that, with 
| her other great Qualities, this /;z#/e Foib/e mingled it- 
ll. Becauſe, as the Poet relates, an intemperate Fond- 
ſs, for a rich and ſplendid Suit of Armour, betrayed 
er into Ruin. In this Circumſtance, our Critic diſco- 
rs a Moral concealed ; this He admires, as a neat, 
jough oblique Satire, on that trifling Paſſion. Spec. 
ol. I. No. 15. | PI Os. 


nd WY 1 would refer it to the judicious Reader, whether 
1 ire is not a Beauty of the /ame Kind, but touched 
in- Wh 2 ore maſterly Hand, in the Song of Deborah. 


—-- Speaking of Si/era's Mother, the ſacred eucha- 
ic Ode repreſents her, as anticipating, in her fond 
incy, the Victory of her Son; and indulging the fol- 
ing Soliloquy, —— Hawe they not ſped? Hawe they not 
ided the Prey? To Siſera à Prey of divers Colours; @ 
'y of divers colours of | Needle- work; of divers colours 
VNiale-zw,ork on both Sider;' nett for the Necks of them 
te the Spoitl?— She takes no notice of the ſig- 
WF Service, He would do his Country, by quelling A 
ngerous an Inſurrection: never once reflects on the 
ent Acclamations, the future Advancements, _ 
tae 
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Ambition is this! How unworthy the Dignity of In 
mortal, and the Viſdom of Rational Beings | Es 
cially, fince theſe little Productions of the Ea 
have indiſputably the Pre-eminence, in ſuch outwy 
Embelliſhments.——Go ! cloath thyſelf with Pull 
ple, and fine Linen; trick thy ſelf up in all the g 
Attire, that the Shuttle or the Needle can furniſh; 
Yet, know, to the Mortification of thy Vaniy | 
that the native Elegance of a common Daify 
eclipſes all this e/aborate Finery.—Nay, wert tha 
decked like ſome illuſtrious Princeſs, on her Can 


the eternal Praiſe, which are the uſual Acknowledy 
ments of an illuſtrious Conqueror's Merit. She q 
conceive nothing greater, than to be c/ad in an en 
dered Veſture; and to trail along the Ground a Rab 
the richeſt Dyes. This is, in Her Imagination, the md 
noble Spoil, He can win; the moſt diſtinguiſhing Ti 
1 He can erect It is alſo Gew how Wl 
wells upon the trivial Circumſtance ; reiterating| 
again and again. It has ſo charmed her ignoble Heart] 
entirely engroſſed her little Views; that ſhe can bin 
nothing elſe; eat of nothing elſe; and can har 
ever def from the darling Topic. Is not tu ea 
teen, tho' delicately couched Cenſure, on that poor, 0 
temptible, groveling Taſte ; which is enamoured wi 
ſilken Finery, and makes the Attributes of a Buttei 
the Jas of its Aﬀe@ions? s 

How peculiarly conſpicuous, is the elevated and ni 
nificent Spirit of that venerable Mother in 1/rael; wi 
viewed in Compariſon with the low, the idle Turnofti 
Madianitifh Lady Such ftrong and beautiful ( 
trafis are, I think, ſome of the moſt ſtriking Excelia 
cies of poetic Painting: and in no Book are they 10 
frequently uſed, or expreſſed with greater Life, tha 


the ſacred Volume of Inſpiration. 
7 Peaceful and lowly in their native Soil, 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil; 
Let with confeſs'd Magnificence deride 
Our mean Attire, and Impotence of Pride. 


” 


Pal 
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don Day, in all the Splendor of Royal Apparel; 
ouldſt thou equal even Solomon, in the Height of 
ao; Magnificence and Glory; yet, would the mean- 
ſt among the flowery Populace outſhine thee : Every 


ceerning Eye would give the Preference, to theſe 
| | geauties of the T Ground. corn then to bor- 
low thy Recommendations, from a neat Diſpoſiti- 


Wn of Threads, and a curious Arrangement of Co- 
"urs. Aſſume a becoming Greatneſs of 'Temper : 
xt thy Endowments be of the immortal Kind: Stu- 
e to be all-g/orious within: be cloathed with Hu- 

il: Wear the Ornament of a meek and quiet 
pirit I. To ſay all in a Word, Put on the LokD 


eg £5Us CHRIST *: Let his Blood be ſprinkled upon 
ey Conſcience, and it ſhall be whiter than the 
* irgin Snows : Let his Righteouſneſs, like a ſpot- 
0061 


s Robe, adorn. thy inner Man; and thou ſhall 
ie amiable, even in "the: moſt: diſtinguiſhing Eye of 
30D, Let His Bleſſed Spirit dwell in thy Heart; 
d, under His ſanctifying Operations, thou ſhalt 
e made Partaker of a Divine Nature 
THESE are real Excellencies: truly noble Accom 
liſhments theſe. In this manner be arrayed, be 
eautified 3 and thou wilt not find a Rival, in the 
eathers of a Peacock, or the Foliation of a Tulip. 
[ heſe will exalt thee, far above the low' Pretenſions 


wlll 7 Mr. Coxuley, with his uſual Brilliancy of Imagi- 
ation, ſtiles them Stars of Earth. 8 | 
Hou beautifully does the Prophet deſcribe the Fur- 
ture, of a renewed. and heavenly Mind; under the Si- 
nilitude of a rich and compleat Suit of Apparel l I 
ul greatly rejoice in the Loxæ d; my Soul ſhall be joyful 
n my Gop ; for He hath cloathed me with the Garments 
Salvation; He hath covered me auith the Robe of Righte- 
uſneſs, as a Bridegraom decketh himſilf with Ornaments, 
Ind as Bride adorneth herſelf with her Fewels, Iſai. 
XI. 10. 5 > TE 


a0 * Rom. xiii. 14. 
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of Lace Embroidery, Theſe will prepare thee 
ſtand in the beatific Prefence, and to take thy gey 
among the Angels of Light, | 


WHar an inchanting Situation is this! Onecylf 
ſcarce be melancholy, within the /tmoſphere of Flay: 
ers: Such lively Hues, and delicious Odours, ny 
only addrefs themſelves agreeably to the Senſes ; bit 
touch, with a ſurpriſing Delicacy, the ſweeteſt Mo 
ments of the Mind : "IN 
— —To the Heart inſpiring _ 
Vernal Delight and Joy. MIL r. B. I, 

Ho often have I felt them diſſipate the Gloom d 
Thought, and transfuſe a ſudden Gaiety thro' the de 
jected Spirit! I cannot wonder, that Kings deſcend 
from their Thrones, to walk amidſt blooming lun 
and Gold; or retire from the moſt ſumptuous Feak, 
to be recreated with the more refined Sweets of tht 
Garden. I cannot wonder, that Queens foregy, 
for a while, the Compliments of a Nation, to re 
ceive the Tribute of the Parterre; or 

158 - fron 


+ «© I would have my Reader endeavour ti 
„ MORALIZE this natural Pleaſure of the Sou 
e“ and to improve this wernal Delight, as Milton call 
« it, into Chriſtian Virtue. When we find ourſehe 
& inſpired with this pleaſing Inſtinct, this ſecret Satisfc: 
« tion and Complacency, ariſing from the Beauties d 
e the Creation, let us conſider, to Whom we ſtand it 
« debted for all theſe Entertainments of Senſe ; and 
 &« Who it is, that thus opens his Hand, and fillstie 

„World with Good.“ Such an habitnal Difpoſiton 
«© of Mind con/ecrates every Field and Wood; tutns 
ordinary Walk into a Morning or Evening Sacrifice; 
«© and will improve thoſe tranſient Gleams, which nafl- 
« rally brighten up and refreſh the Soul on ſuch Occ 
« fjons, into an inviolable and perpetual State of Bl 


and Happineſs.” „ | 
7] Spec. Vol. V. No. 39 
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om all the Glitter of a Court, to be attended with 
e much more ſplendid Equipage of a Bed of Flow- 
hut, if this be ſo pleaſing; what tranſport- 

Pleaſure muſt ariſe, from the Fruition of uncreat- 
1Excellency ! O, what unknown Delight, to en- 
r into thy immediate Preſence, moſt bleſſed Lox p 
bop! To fee thee d, Thou King of Heaven, and 
ord of Glory, no longer “ through a Glaſs darkly, 

but Face to Face!“ To have all thy Good- 
Wc, all thy Greatneſs, ſhine before us; and be 
ade glad for ever with the brighteſt Diſcovery of 
y Perfections, with the ineffable Joy of thy Coun- 
enance! 
Tuls we cannot bolt in our preſent imperfect 
tate, The Efulgence of unveiled Divinity would. 
azz/e a mortal Sight. Our feeble Faculties would 
e overwhelmed with ſuch a Fulneſs of ſuper-abund- 
nt Bliſs : and muſt lie oppreſſed, under ſuch. << an ex- 
ceeding great, eternal Weigbt of Glory.” But, 
hen C this Corruptible hath put on Incorruption,” 
he Powers of the Soul will be all invigorated ; ; and 
eſe earthly Tabernacles “ transformed into a 
Likeneſs with CHRIST's glorious Body.“ Then, 
hough || ** the Moon ſhall be confounded, and the 
Sun aſhamed,” when the Lord of Hoſts i is re- 
ealed from Heaven; yet ſhall his faithful People 
e enabled to ſee Him as He i 186. C | 
HERE 


\ Ilaiah repreſents the e Felicity of the Righteous, in 
he everlaſting World, by this elegant and amiable 
mage; Thine Eyes Gall ſee the King in his Beauty. —— 
%, oz touches the ſame dubject, with ſurpriſing Eleva- 
on and Majeſty of Thought: They 


_ —wwalk with Go, 
High in Salvation, and the Climes of Bliſs : 


Words, which, like the fiery Car, almoſt ttanſport our 
\feetion to thoſe glorious Manſions. 
| Jai. xxxiii. 17. MI Lr. B. XI. v. 707. 


Iſai-xxiv. 23. J John iii. 2. 
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HERE then, my Wiſhes, here, be fixed: 
this your determined and invariable Aim: He 
give a Looſe to your whole Ardour : Cry out, A 
that is within me, in the Language of Inſpiratit 
This one thing have I defired of the LorD, whid 
with inceſſant Earneſtneſs, 7 will 'require ; thut 
may dell in the celeſtial Houſe of the Lord, all t 
Days of my future Life ; to behold the fair Bu 
F the Lox D*; and to contemplate, with Wonds 
and Adoration with unſpeakable and everlaſtin 
Rapture ——all the Attributes of the incomprehen 
ſible Godhead. "OY 


SOLOMON, a moſt penetrating Judge of hy 
man Nature, knowing how much Mankind 
charmed, with the fine Qualities of Flowers; ha 
figured out the bleſſed Jzsvs, that . fair 
& among Ten thouſand,” by theſe lovely Repre 
ſentatives. He ſtiles Him + The Roſe of Sharon, ul 

the Lilly of the Vallies t; like the one, full of D 

146 tb | light 
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* Pſal. xxvii. 1 Cant. ii. 1. 


Malus ut arboribus decori eft, ut vitibus ae, 
% Urque roſe campis, ut lilia vallibus alba, 
Sic CHrrsSTUSs detus amne /uis. 


+ By the Lilly of the Yallies. J apprehend, is meant 
not the Flower which commonly paſſes under that Dens 
mination, and is comparatively mean; but'the- grand 
majectic Garden-Lilly ; growing in a rich irriguous So, 
where it flouriſhes in the moſt ample manner, and arnie 
at the higheſt Perfection. The Circumſtance of the Val 
lies, added by the ſacred Writer, is ſignificant not of the 
Species, but of the Place. This is, by far, the noblell 

Interpretation, and moſt exactly ſuitable to the ſpiritui 
Senſe; which intimates, That the bleſſed JIxsus delight 
to dwell, by the Communications of his Spirit, in him 


ble 1 D' p D Dow Lilium Valilu 1 
gaudens. 1 
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vhts, and communicable Graces ; like the other, 
alted in Majeſty, and complete in Beauty. In that 
"cd Paſtoral, he ranges the Creation; borrows 
moſt finiſhed Forms; and dips his Pencil in its 
occeſt Dyes, to preſent us with a Sketch of the 
miableneſs of his Perſon: HIS Amiableneſs, 
ho is the Light of the World; the Glory 

his Church ; the only Hope, the Sovereign 
onſolation, of Sinners; and high, Infinitely 
joh, not only above the nobleſt Compariſon, but 
en “ above all Bleſſing and Praiſe.” May I alſo 
ake the ſame Heavenly Uſe, of all ſublunary En- 
yments! Whatever is pleaſurable, or charming, 
ne; let it raiſe my Deſires to thoſe ſublime De- 


bes, which are above : Which will yield, not par- 
1 al, but perfect Felicity; not tranſient, but never- 
ie ding Satisfaction and Joy. Yes, my Soul, 
m # theſe Beauties in Miniature, always remind Thee 

f that glorious Perſon; in whom dwells all the 


Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily.” Let theſe little 
manations teach thee to thirſt after the eternal 
ountain: O] may the Creatures be thy conſtant 
lue to the Creator! For this is a certain Truth, 


orthy thy moſt frequent Recollection, and atten- 
Ive Conſideration ; That the whole Compaſs of finite 
perfection is only a faint Ray *, ſhot from that 
mmenſe Source; is only a ſmall Drep, derived from 
ant Wat inexhauſtible Ocean of all Good. . 
ene | 

and, 
Sal 
ire 
Val. 
the 
leſt 


tual | 
ky *— Thou fitt'ſt above all Heav'ns, 


in 10 Us inviſible, or dimly ſeen 

ln thele thy loweſt Works; yet theſe declare 

Thy Goodneſs beyond Thought, and Pow'r divine. 
MiLr. Book V 


Wrar a ſurpriſing Variety is obſerveable, am 

he flowery Tribes! How has the bountiful Hand 

f Providence diverſified theſe niceſt Pieces of his + 
Workmanſhip! added the Charms of an endleſs - 
| Novelty, 
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Novelty, to all their other Perfections —Beczuſ 
a conſtant Uniformity would ſoon render the Ent 
tainment tireſome, or inſipid; therefore, eyey 
Species exhibits ſomething entirely new. | The Fx 
ſhion ſpreads not from Family to Family; but eve 
one has a Mode of his own, which is truly origin 
The moſt curſory Glance perceives an'japparet 
Difference, as well as a peculiar Delicacy, inth 
Airs and Habits ; the Attitude and Tin do 
every diſtinct Claſs. 

SOME rear their Heads, with a maj jeſtie Men; 


and over-look, like Sovereigns or Nebles, the: whole 


Parterre. Others ſeem more moderate in thei 
Aims, and advance only to the middle Stations; 1 
Genius turned for Heraldry would. term them, thei 
Gentry of the Border. While others, free from 
all aſpiring Views, creep unambitiouſly on th 
Ground, and look like the Commonalty of the Kind. 
Some are interſected with elegant Stripes, ot 
ſtudded with radiant Spots. Some affect to be get 
teelly powdered, or neatly fringed ; while others att 
plain in their Aſpect, unaffected in their Drefs, and 
content to pleaſe with a naked Simplicity, Some 
ſume the Monarch's Purple; ſome look moſt be. 
coming in the Virgin's J#hite ; but Black, dolefi 
Black, has no Admittance into the Wardrobe d 
Spring. The Weeds'of Mourning would be a ma: 
nifeſt Indecorum, when. Nature holds an univerſi 
Feſtival. She would, now, inſpire none but De 
lightful Ideas ; and therefore always makes her Ap 
pearance, in ſome þ amiable Suit. Here, fland 


2 Warrior, clad with Crimſon ; there, fits a Magi 
irate, robed in Scarlet; and yonder ſtruts a preth 


Fellow, that ſeems to have dipped his Plumes in tht 
Rainbow, and glitters in all the gay Colours of that 


reſplendent Arch. Some 72/e into a curious N 7 
a 


> | ; | : 7 | f 4 
1 Nunc formoſiſſimus annus. VII. 
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/' into a Set of beautiful Bells: Some ſpread them- 
ves in a ſwelling Tuft, or croud into a delicious 


nenen. In ſome, the predominant Stain ſoſtens 
Ba the gentleſt Diminutions; till it has even ſtole 


way from itſelf. The Eye is amuſed at the agree- 
ble Deluſion ; and we wonder, to find ourſelves in- 
enſibly decoyed, into a quite different Luſtre. In 


ent 
chers, you would think, the fine Tinges were emu- 
us of Pre-eminence: diſdaining to mingle, they 


infront one another, with the Reſolution of R:vals, 
Jctermined to diſpute the Prize of Beauty; while 
ach is improved, by the Oppoſition, into the high- 
| Vivacity of Complexion. ö 
Heu manifold are thy Works t, OLo xD! Multi- 
lied even to a Prodigy. Yet in Wiſdom, conſum- 
nate Wiſdom, ha/t thou made them all. How I 
dmire the Va/?neſs of the Contrivance, and the Ex- 
neſs of the Execution! Poor Man, with Difficulty, 
ccompliſhes a ſingle Work : Hardly, and after ma- 
y Efforts, does He arrive at a tolerable Imitation, 
f ſome one Production of Nature. But, the Al- 
nighty Artiſt ſpoke Millions of Subſtances, into in- 
antaneous Being; all wonderfully various, all com- 
letely perfect. —--Repeated Experiments generally 
liſcover Errors, in our happieſt Inventions. But, 
beſe fine Structures have pleafed, for almoſt Six 
ouſand Years; and no ¶ Fault been diſcovered 
the original Plan, no Room for the leaſt Improve- 
nent upon the firſt Model. — All our Performances, 


Ap: he more minutely they are ſcanned, the more imper- 
n they appear. But, with regard to theſe deli- 
ee Objects, the more we ſearch into their Proper- 


les, the more we are raviſhed with their Graces : 
hey are ſure to diſcloſe freſh Strotes, of the 
G moſt 


or T Pfalm civ. 24 5 5 
fal F Eccleſ. iii 1 4. 1 know, that whatſoever Gop doth, 

Hall be for ever: Nothing can be put to it, nor any 
bing taken from it. oe 
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cc tify the blooming World? What rich Ting; 


moſt finiſhed Forms. The Maoiſture of the Bark 


ſtance of the minuteſt T wigs, bur/ts into Gems; 


not diſcovering Contrivance But that Work is be. 
held with Admiration and Delight, as the Reſult of 


40 uniformly.“ Abe, well ON the Attributth 


122 REFLECTIONS ona 


moſt maſterly Skill ; in Proportion to the Atteni 
with which they are examined. 

No is the Simplicity of the 6 le at 
niſhing, than the Accuracy of the Workmanſhj 
or the Infinitude of the Effects. Should you & 
< where, and what, are the Materials, that beay. 


<6. what ſplendid Dyes ; what Stores of ſhining 05 
cc ons, ſand by the Heavenly Lemner, when þ 
cc paints the. Robe of Nature ?” Tis anſwered, fl 
powerful Pencil needs no ſuch coſtly Apparatus, , 
ſingle Principle, under his conducting Hand, branch 
es out into an Immenſity of the moſt varied, anl 


and circumambient Air, palled through propel 
Strainers, and diſpoſed in a Range of . pelluci 
Tubes: T his performs all the Wonders, ar 
produces all the Beauties, of Vegetation. Thi 
creeps along the Fibres, of the low-ſpread Mok; 
and climbs to the very Tops, of the lofty-waviy 
Cedars. This, attracted by the Root, circulatiy 
through inviſible Canals, — pervading the dub 


expands itſelf into Leaves; and clothes the Forel, 
with all its verdant Honours. This one *, pla 
and ſimple Cauſe gives Birth to all the Charm 
which deck the Youth, and Maturity of the Yea 
This bluſbes, in the early Hepatica; and flamen i 

the late-advancing Poppy. This reddens into Blood 


in the Veins of the nee ; and attenuates itlel 
>. *c:0 


2 


; * « When every n Effea "Wop a particulat fps 
<« rate Cauſe, this gives no Pleaſure to the Spectator i 


deep Counſe], which is complicated in its Parts, and 
<< yet /mple in its Operations. Where a great Variety of 
Effects are ſeen to ariſe from one Principle operatils 
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into leafen Gold, to create a Covering for the 
Quince. This breathes, in all the fragrant Gales 


all of our Garden; and: weeps odorous Gum, in the 
roses of 4rabia.——So * wonderful is our Crea- 
OY or in Cum, and ſo excellent in Working: 
üg ix a Grove of Tulips, or a Knot of Pinks, one 
Ot perceives a Difference in almoſt every Individual. 
n i Scarce any two are turned, and tinctured, exactly 
„ke: each allows himſelf a little Parricularity in 
"4 his Dre/s, though all belong to one Family: ſo that 


they are various, and yet the ſame. A pretty 
Emblem this, of the ſmaller Differences between 
Proteſtant Chriſtians. There are Modes in Religi- 
on, which admit of Variation, without Prejudice 
to ſound Faith, or real Holyneſs: Juſt as the Dra- 
pery, on theſe Pictures of the Spring, may be form- 
ed after a Variety of Patterns, without Blemi hing 
their Beauty, or altering their Nature. Be it ſo 
then, that, in ſome Points of inconſiderable Conſe- 
quence, ſeveral of our Brethren d:/ſent - yet, let Us 
all live amicably and ſociably together ; for we har- 
monize in Prineipals, though we vary in Punctilios. 
Let us join in Converſation, and intermingle Inter- 
eſts ; diſcover no Eſtrangement of Behaviour, and 
cheriſh no Alienation of Affection: If any Strife 


Y ſubſiſts, let it be to follow our Divine Maſter moſt 
: # cloſely, in Humility of Heart, and unblameableneſs 


of Life: Let it be to ſerve one another moſt readily, 
in all the kind Offices of a cordial Friendſhip. Thus 
ſhall we be united, though diftinguiſhed; united in 
the ſame grand Fundamentals, though diſtinguiſhed 
by ſome ſmall Circumſtantials ; united in one im- 
portant Bond of brotherly Love, though diſtinguiſhed 
by ſome ſlighter Peculiarities of Sentiment. - 
I ayPREHEND, that between Chriſtians, whoſe 
Judgements diſagree only about a Form of Prayer, 
__ G 2 | or 
Lai. in 29. | 
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or Manner of Worſhip, there is no more efſenig 
Difference, than between Flowers that bloom fron 
the ſame Kind of Seed, but happened to be ſomewhy 
diverſified in the Mixture of their Colours 
Whereas, if one denies the Divinity of our Logy 
J=sus CHRIST, and degrades the incarnate Goy 
into the Meanneſs of a'mere Creature; if anothy 
cries up the Worthineſs of human Works, and de. 
preciates the alone meritorious Righteouſneſs of the 
glorious Mediator; if a third addrefles the incom- 
municable Honours to a finite Being, and bows to 
the Image, or prays to the Saint :— Theſe are Er. 
rors, in my Opinion, unhappily derogatory to the 
REDEEMER's Dignity, and not a little prejudici 
to the Comfort of his People: Againſt theſe, ther: 
fore, to remonſtrate. beſpeaks not the cenſoriou 
Bigat, but the Friend of Truth, and the Lover d 
Mankind. ——W hereas, to ſtand neuter and film, 
while ſuch Principles are propagated 3 might bem 
Inftance of criminal Remeſineſs, rather than 0 
Chriſtian Moderation. For Perſons who eſpouſe 
ſuch Perſuaſions, as the former; and habituate 
themſelves to ſuch Practices, as the latter; we wil 
not fail to maintain a tender Compaſſion; we vil 
not ceaſe to put up earneſt Interceſſions: we vil 
alſo acknowledge and love, whatever is truly excel 
lent and amiable in them. Vet, we dare not ſub- 
ſccibe their Creed; we cannot remit our affidugu, 
but ind Endeavours, to reconcile them to whit 
(on the mot impartial Examination) we are tho- 


roughly convinced, is a more ſcriptural Belief, and 


a purer Worſhipt. - „ 
. | ANOTHER 

| + In ſome former Editions, I expreſſed myſelf, on 

this Point, unwarily and harſhly. But my Meaning, 


and real Sentiments were no other than thoſe repreſent- 
ed above — The Reader, from ſuch unguarded Intima- 


tions, might too naturally be led to conclude, That the 


- Author 


wil, any &@y e 


w_ wa «a, 9=«©** NRﬀ<YY 
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AxorHER remarkable Circumſtance, recom- 
ending the flowery Creation, is their regular Suc- 
W107: They make not their Appearance all at 
WW nce, but in an orderly Rotation. While a proper 


lig 
fron 
What 


020 Number of theſe obliging Retainers are in waiting, 
Johne others abſcond ; but hold themſelves in a Po- 
tr BW ure of Service, ready to take their Turn, and fill 
| de each his reſpective Station, the Inſtant it becomes va- 
the ant. The Snow-drop, foremoſt of the lovely 


om Train, breaks her Way through the Frozen Soil, in 
order to preſenter early Compliments to her Lord: 
e Dreſſed in the Robe of Innocency, fhe ſteps forth, 


fearleſs of Dangers ; long before the Trees have 
ventured to unfold their Leaves, even while the Ici- 
cles hang on our Houſes. Next, peeps out the Cro- 
eus; but cautiouſly, and with an Air of Timidity : 
She hears the howling Blaſts, and fkulks clofe to her 
low Situation. Afraid ſhe ſeems, to make large Ex- 


- 4 8 curſions from her Root; while ſo many ruffian 
Winds are abroad, and ſcouring along the Ether. 
ul BY Nor is the Violet laſt, in the ſhining Embaſly of the 
1 Year ; which, with all the Accompliſhments: that 
s 


would grace a Royal Garden, condeſcends to line 
vil our Hedges, and grow at the Feet of Briars. Free- 
vil y, and without any Solicitation, it diſtributes the 
e Bounty of its emiſſive Sweets: while itſelf, with an 
. exemplary Humility, retires from Sight; ſeeking 
15 rather to adminiſter Pleaſure, than to win Admira- 
at tion v. E mblem, expreſſive Emblem, of: thoſe mo- 
0 | o& 7 - deſt 


Author avowe, and would ſtir up, a Spirit ef Perſecu- 
ER lion. But, this is a Method of dealing with Opponents 
in religious Doctrines, which He dilclaims, as abſurd ; 
and abhors, as iniquitous. He is for no Force, but that 
of rational ConvicbiRan; for no Conſtraint, but that of 
afeftionate Perſuaſion. Thus, if You pleaſe, compel them 
to came in. Luke xiv. 23. | 
* Prodeſſe quam conſpici. 
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. deft Virtues, which delight to bloom in Obſcurity; 
and extend a chearing Influence to Multitudes, who 
are ſcarce acquainted with the dource of their Com- 
forts ! Motive, engaging Motive, to that ever-adling 
Beneficence x which ſtays not for the K of 
the Diſtreſſed, but even prevents them with 
Bleſſings of its Goodneſs The poor, 5 
that lately adorned the Border with her ſparkling 
Beauties; and, tranſplanted into our Windows, 
gave us a freſh Ene is now no more. 
ſaw her Complexion fade; I perceived: her Breath 
decay; till at length ſhe expired, and dropt into het 
Grave. Scarce have we ſuſtained this Loſs, but 
in comes the Auriculay and more than retrieves, it; 
Arrayed ſhe comes, in a ſplendid Variety of amiable 
Forms; with an Eye of Cryſtal, and Garments of 
the molt gloſſy Sattin; exhaling Perfume, and pow- 
dered with Silver. A very diſtinguiſhed Proceſſion 
this! | The favourite Care of the Floriſt. Scarce one 
among them, but is dignified with a Character of 
Renown; or has the Honour to repreſent, ſome ces 
lebrated Toaſt. But theſe alſo, , notwithſtanding 
their illuſtrious Titles, have . exhauſted, their whole 
Stock of Fragrance, and are mingled with the mean- 
eſt Duſt —— Who could forbear grieving at their 
Departure, did not the Tulips begin to raiſe them- 
ſelves on their fine Wands, or ſtately Stalks ? They 
fluſh the Parterre with one, of the gayeſt Dreſſes 
that blooming Nature wears. Did ever Beau or Belle 
make ſogaudy an Appearance, ina Birth-night Suit? 
Here, One may behold the innocent Wantonneſs of 
Beauty : Here, ſhe indulges a Thouſand Freaks, 
and ſports herſelf in the moſt charming Diverſity of 
Colours: Yet, I ſhould wrong her, were [ to call 
her a Coguet; becauſe, ſhe plays her lovely Changes, 
not to enkindle diſſolute Affections, but to diſplay 
her Creator's Glory.—Soon ariſes the Anemone ; in- 


Circled at the Bottom, with a ſpreading Robe; and 
' rounded 


b 
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-ounded at the Top, into a beautiful Dome. In 
is looſely flowing Mantle, you may obſerve a noble 
Negligence ; in its gently bending Tufts, the niceſt 
ymmetry. I would term it, the fine Gentleman of 
the Garden; becauſe, it ſeems to have the peculiar 
Felicity, of reconciling Art with Eaſe, —The' 
ame Month has the Merit of producing the Ra- 
mnculus. All bold and 'graceful, it expands the 
Riches of its Foliage; and acquires, by Degrees, 
the lovlieſt Enamel in the World. As Perfons of 
intrinſic Worth, diſdain the ſuperficial Arts of Re 
commendation, praQtiſed by Fops; ſo, this lordly 
Flower ſcorns to borro any of its Excellence, from 
Powders and Eſſences. It needs no ſuch Attractives, 
to render it” the Darling of the Curious; being ſuf- 
fciently engaging from the Elegance of its Figure, 
the radiant -Variety'of its Tinpes, and a certah fi 
prior Dignity of Aﬀpe&t,.———Methinks, Nature 
improves Th Her Operations: Her lateſf Strokes are 
moſt maſterly: To crown the Collection, ſhe in- 
troduces' the Carnation; which captivates every Eye, 
with a noble Spread of Graces; and charms another 
denſe, with a Profuſion of exquiſite Odours. This 
ſingle Flower has, centered in itſelf, the Perfections 
of all the preceding: The Moment it appears, it ſo 
commands our Attention, that we ſcarce regret the 
Abſence of the reſt. The Gly- Flower, like a real 
Friend, attends you through all the Viciſſitudes and 
Alterations of the Seaſon: While others make a 
tranſient Viſit only, This is rather an Inhabitant, 
than a Gueſt, in your Gardens; adds Fidelity to 
lumplaiſance.. e e en en 
Bor, *tis in vain to attempt a Catalogue, of theſe 
amiable Gifts: There is an endleſs Multiplicity, in 
their Characters; and an invariable Order, in their 
Approaches. Every Month brings its Ornaments ; 
luch as are different from the reſt, and peculiar to 


1 aj 
Ss - HERE, 
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HERE, let me ſtand a while, to contemplate the 
wile and gracious Deſign, apparent in this Difrity. 
tion of Flowers, through the ſeveral Periods of the 
Tear. Were they all to bloſſom together; ther 
would be at once a promiſcuous Throng, and x 
once a total Pr:ivation: ſo that we ſhould fearce 

have Opportunity, of adverting to the Beauties of 
Half; and muſt ſoon looſe the agreeable Company, 
of them All. But now, ſince every Species has; 
ſeparate Poſt to occupy ; and a diſtin Time for ap- 
pearing ; we can take a leiſurely and minute Survey, 
of each ſucceeding Set. We can view and review 
their Forms; taſte their Sweets; enter into a more 
intimate Acquaintance, with their charming Quali- 
ties; and receive all thoſe pleaſing Services, which 
they are commiſſioned to yield. — This remarkable 
Piece of Oeconomy is productive of another very 
valuable Effect. It not only places, in the moſt ad- 
uantageous Light, every particular Community; 
but alſo is the moſt effectual Provifen, againſt the 
Frailiy of the whole Nation: Or, to ſpeak more b 
truly, it renders them a Sort of immortal Corps, 
whoſe ſucceſſionary Attendants never fail. For, 
though ſome are continually dropping; yet, by this . 
Expedient, others are as continually riſing, to beau- 
tify our Borders, and keep up the Entertainment Wi 
uniniermitted, | 3 © 
O! wHAT Goodneſs is this, to provide ſuch a de- 
ries of Gratifications for Mankind! Both to diverſify, 
and perpetuate, the fine Collation : To rake Care, Wi 
that our Paths ſhould be, in a manner, inceſlantly | 
| 
| 
| 


ſtrewed with Flowers :—And what Wiſdom, to bid 
K | .. __ 


+ Alluſion to the celebrated Practice of. the Perſan 
Kings; who maintained for their Life-guard, a Body 
« of Troops, called Immortal; becauſe it perpetually 
_ ©: fubfiſted : For as ſoon as any of the Men died, another 

was immediately put into his Place.“ 1 

RoLLin's Av tient Hiſtory, Vol. Il. 
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yery one of theſe inſenſible Beings, know the pre- 
ciſe Juncture for their coming forth | Infomuch, 
that no Actor on a Stage, can be more exact in per- 
forming his Part; can make a more regular Entry, 
or à more punctual Exit. ; 


Wno imboldens the Daffodil, to venture abroad 
In February; and to truſt her lowering Gold, with 
inclement and treacherous Skies? Who informs the 
various Tribes of Fruit- bearing Bloſſoms ; that ver- 
a nal Suns, and a more genial Warmth, are fitteſt for 
Bi their delicate Texture? Who teaches the Elove to 


6 ſay; till hotter Beams are prepared, to infuſe a ſpi- 
1 cy Richneſs into her Odours; and tincture her Com- 
þ plexion. with the deepeſt Crimſon ?— Who diſpoſes 


le i theſe beautiful Troops, into ſuch orderly Bodies; re- 
tarding ſome, and accelerating others? Who has in- 


; ſtructed them to file off, with fuch perfect Regulari-- 
TY ty; as ſoon as the Duty of their: reſpective Station is 


de over? And, when one Detachment retires, Who- 
gives the Signal, for. another immediately to ads 
vonce? Who, but that unerring-Providence, which, 
from the higheſt Thrones of Angels, to the very 
loweſt Degrees of Exiſtence, orders all Fhings in 
« Number,. Weight, and Meaſure! ?“? 
THese,. O my. Soul; are the Regulations of that 
moſt adorable, moſt beneficent Being, who in the 
Fulneſs of Time bowed the Heavens; came down 
o dwell on Earth; and united the Frailty of thy 
mortal Nature, to all the Glories of his Godhead.. 
All the Honour of this admirable Eſtabliſhment be- 
longs to that ever-bleſſed Ranſomer: of: Sinners ; 
who ſuſtained the Vengeance, which thou hadſt de- 
ſerved, and waſt. doomed to ſuffer ; who fulfilled 
the Obedience, which thou waſt obliged, but unable 
to perform; and, in his' moſt ſacred immaculate 
Humanity, humbled himſelf (O never enough to 
be admired Loving-kindneſs !) humbled himſelf to 
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Death, even the Death of the Croſs. -H forme 
0 this vaſt Machine, and adjuſted its nice Depend. 
= cies. The Pillars, that ſupport it; the Embelliþ, 
ments that adorn it; and the Laws that govern it; 


| are the Reſult of his unſearchable Counſels. O ble 
| the Heights of His AZajez/fty, and the Depths of Hi BMW be 
' Abaſement ! Vs ee een eee cal 
i Waicn ſhall we admire moſt, his eſſential Great. il er 


14 neſs, or his free Grace? He created the exalted se. 
1 raph, that ſings in Glory; and every the minuteſt 
4 Inſect, that flutters in Air, or crawls in Duſt.; He 
marks. out a Path, for all thoſe Globes of Light, 
which travel the Circuit of the Skies; and diſdain 
not to rear the Violet from its lowly Bed, or to plai 
the Daiſy that dreſſes our Plains. So grand are bi 
Operations ; yet ſo conde/cending his Regards! [i 
Summer, like a ſparkling Bride, is all glorious in he 
Apparel; what is this, but a feeble Reflection of 
his uncreated Eulgence? If Autumn, like a muni- 
ficent Hoſt, exhibits all Things richly to enjoy; 
What is this, but, a little Taſte of his inexhauſtible 
-Ltberality,? If Thunders roar, you hear the Sound 
of his Trumpet : If Lightnings glare, you ſee the 
Launching of His, glittering Spear: If the “ per- 
„ petual Hills be ſcattered, and the everlaſting 
„Mountains bowed,” you behold a Diſplay— 
No, ſays the Prophet, you have rather * The Hut 
ing of his Power. So unmenſe is His Power; 6 
Og | uncon- 


*Heb. iii. 4. Nothing can be more magnificent! 
conceived, that the Imagery of this whole Chapter; and 
upon the Foot of our Interpretation, nothing was eve! 
more delicately and nobly turned, than the Sentiment of 
this-Clauſe. Other Senſes of the Paflage, I acknowledge 
may be aſſigned with equal Propriety, But none, Fthink, 
can be imagined fo maye/tic and ſublime. As the Ongr 
nal will fairly admit of it; as it carries no Diſagreement 
wich the. Context; and expreſſes a moſt important, - 


” 


„ 
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uncontroulable and inconceivable ; that all theſe: 
mighty Works are but a Sketch, in which more 1s 
lb. WW onccaled, than diſcovered. _ +6 Ml 
it; Tavs, I think, we ſhould always view the viſi- 
be syſtem; with an Evangelical Teleſcope (if I may 
His be allowed the Expreflion), and with an Evangel ; 
cal Microſcope : Regarding CHRIST IJ ESsVUs, as the 
great Projector and Architect; that planned, and 
executed, the amazing Scheme. Whatever is mag- 
nificent or valuable; tremendous or amiable ; ſhould 
ever be aſcribed to the Redeemer. This, is the 
Chriſtian's Natural I hiloſophy : And, with regard to 
this Method, of conſidering the Things that are 
ſeen ; we have an inſpired Apoſtle, for our Precep- 

tor and Precedent. Speaking of CHRIST, He ſays, 
Thou 


well as undoubted Truth; J hope, I may be permited 
to uſe it, at leaſt by way of Accommodation. Eſpecial- 
ly, as it ſuggeſts one of the fineſt Mot toes ĩimaginable; 
where with to inſcribe all the vifible Productions, of the 
Creator's Hand. When, ſtruck with Aſtoniſhmentr, we 
conſider their Grandeur, Beauty, and conſummate Per- 
fections; let us, in Juſtice to their Author apply the ex- 
alted Reflection of this ſacred Ode: In all theſe 7s the 
„Hiding, rather than an adequate Diſplay, of his match 
leſs Poaber: Tho' they challenge our Praiſe, and ſur- 
% pals our Comprehenſion; yet are they by no means 
* the utmoſt Exertions, but rather ſome ſlighter Eſſays, 
* of Omnipotent Skill.” — Miiton, relating the Over- 
throw of the fallen Angels, reminds his Reader of a no- 
ble Circumſtance, much of this Nature. Mg#ah, un- 
aided and alone, had utterly routed an innumerable Holt 
of apoſtate Spirits. But, to create a juſter Idea of this 
luſtrious Conqueror, the Poet beautifully adds. | 
Yet half his Strength he put not forth; _ + 
If we forget to make the ſame Remark, when we con- 
template Gop in His Works; we muſt neceſſarily form- 
very ſcanty Conceptions of that SUPREME Bring, be- 
lore whom all Nations are as: 5 öde , Bucket, 
t 


and are counted as the ſmall Duſt of the Balance. 
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« Thou, Lok p, in the Beginning, haſt laid de 


& the Work of thy Hands.“ Did we careful 
attend to this leading Principle, in all our Examim. 
tioris of Nature; it would, doubtleſs, be a moſt pov. 


erful Means of enk:ndling our Love, and * ſtrength. Nin 
| ED Op enim m 
* The Apoſtles, I obſerve, delight to uſe this Ve. 
thod. of diſplaying the Ilonours of the R2deemer, and eſta. Ic 
biiſhiug the Faith of his Peopie.—— The beloved Diſci- WM. 
ple, teaching that moſt precious DoQrine, * of a Lamb Ju 
| **+ flain to take away the Sins of the Worid;“ in order to | 
 evinc? the Suffciency of CnR15T'sSacrifice for this ble. 
ed Purpoſe, affirms, That % Things were made by Him rab 
nd without Him was not any Thing, No, not ſo muck Nhe 
as one fingle Being. made, John i 3.— St. Paul, Wc 
preaching the ſame glad Tidings to the Co/offans, and Med 
e\prel]y maintaining, I hat we have Redemption througi Wl... 
his Blood; ſeems to ſorele> an Objection of this kind: 
to expiate Tranſgreſſions againſt an infinite Majeſty, i 4 
*© a moſt prodigious Act; it muſt coſt vaſtly more than WW” 
* any common Surety can pay, to redeem a ſinful World. la 
„ What Reaſon have we to believe, that Jesus is equal dit 
** to this mighty Undertaking?” All poſſible Reaſon, WF po 
replies the Apoſtle, from the Lignity of his Perſon : For N pe 
He is the [mage of the inviſible Gov; and from the lk 
Greatneſs of his Works, For by Him all Things were made. ll jj 
Confider the Operations of his Hands, and you cannot Bi. 
doubt the attoning Efficacy of his Death, Col i. 15, 16. 

The Author of the Epiſtle to the. Hebrews fallsex- Will” 
aQly in to the ſame Train of arguing ; declaring, that th 
Cutis Jesus has purged our Lins. by the Sacrifice of lt. 
Himſelf? He proves His ample Ability for this tremen- iſ: 
dous Office from His eſſential Excellence, becauſe Heis d 
the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory; and from His admire N cc 

ble Works, becauſe He mad: the Worlds, and upholdeth all Wl N 
Things by the Word of his Pewwer, Heb. i. 2, 3.— Which e 
Thought, as it is ſo important in itſelf; of ſuch ſignal Bil | 
Comfort to Chriſtians ; and ſo particularly inſiſted on, 
by the inſpired Writers; I hope 1 ſhall need no Apolo- 
gy, for an Attempt to illuſtrate and enforce it, in . 

: : ; 5 N LE 6 3 0 


FLlowEeR- GARDEN. 133 


wing our Faith: For, when I look round upon 
Millions of: noble Subſtances, and carry with me this 
anſporting Reflection, The Maker of them all 
died on a Croſs for me; how can I remain any 
longer indifferent? Muſt not the coldeff Heart be- 
vin to gloio with Gratitude? When I ſurvey an 
mmenſity of the fineft Productions imaginable ; 
aud remember, That the Author of them all is 
my Righteouſneſs, my Redemption?“ how can 
] chooſe but repoſe the moſt chearful Confidence, in 
ſuch a Mediator ? . | 


Lr me add one more Remark, upon the admi- 
rable Adjuſtment of every Particular, relating to 
(theſe fine Colonies planted in the Parterre. With 
ſuch ſurpriſing Correctneſs, is their Structure finiſh- 
ed; that any the leaſt conceivable Alteration would 
very much impare their Perfection. Should you ſee, 
ſor Inſtance, the nice Diſpoſition of the Tulip's At- 
tire fly abroad, diſorderly and irregular, like the 
launting FYoodbine : Should the Jeſſamin rear her 
diminutive Head, on thoſe grand Columns which ſup- 
port the Holly- Hoc Should the erect and manly Aſ- 
peſt of the Piony hang down with a penſive Air, 
like the flexile Bells of the Hyacinth : Should 
that noble Plainneſs, which diſtinguiſhes the Lzlly, 
be exchanged for the Fringes, which edge the Pint; 
or the gaudy Stains, which bedrop the Tris: Should 
thoſe tapering Pillars, which ariſe in the Middle of 
ts Vaſe, and, tipt with golden Pendants, give ſuch 
a Luſtre to the ſurrounding Panels of Alabaſter 
Should theſe ſink and diſappear, like the Chives which 
cover the Heart of the Anemone : In many of 
theſe Caſes, would not the Tranſpoſition be fantaſti- 
cal and aukward ? In all, to the apparent Prejudice 
of every Individual ? 7 


AGAIN; 


of Evan gelical Dęſcant upon Creation, annexed to thoſe 
elections. 
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AGAIN ; with regard to the Time of their appuy, 
ing; this Circumſtance is ſettled, by a remarkable 
Foreſight and Precaution. What would become q 
the Sailor; if, in very ſtormy Weather, he ſhoul 
raiſe a lofty Maſt, and croud it with all his Canyy 
Such would be the. ill Effect; if the moſt ſtatch 
Species of Flowers ſhould preſume to come abroal, i 
in the bluſtering Months. Therefore, thoſe oll 
that ſhoot the ſhorteſt Stems, and diſplay the ſmal. 
eft Spread of Leaves, or (if you pleaſe) carry the 
leaſt Sail, are launched amidſt the blowing Seaſong 
—— — How injudiciouſſy would the Perfumer act; i 
he ſhould unſeal his fineſt Eſſences, and expoſe then 
to the Northern Winds, or Wintry Rains! Qu 
blooming Artiſts of the aromatic Profeſſion, at lea 
the moſt delicate among them, ſeem perſectly awar 
of the Conſequences of ſuch a Procedure. Accord. 
ingly, they poſtpone the Opening of their odoriferoy 
Treaſures ; till a ſerener Air, and more * uncloud- 

25 


* Ca/imire, in a very poetical Manner, addreſſes hin. 
ſelf to the dormant Role z and molt prettily invites herto 
venture abroad, by the Mention of thele two Circum- 
ſtances, — 

Siderum ſacros imitata vultus, | 

| Quid lates dudum, Roja ? Delicatum 
_ Effere terris caput, O tepentis. : 
| Filia cele. 


Jam tibi nubes fugiunt aquoſæ, 2 
Quas fugant albis Zephyri quadrigis; _ 
Jan tibi mulcet Boream jocantis _ 

| Aura Favoni. 


Child of the Summer, charming Roſe, - 
No longer in confinement lie: 

Ariſe to Light, thy Form diſcloſe 
Rival the Spangles of the Sky. + _. 1 
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1 Skies, grant a Protection to their amiable Traf- 


i ck: till they are under no more A 28 of 
ea ing them diſſipated by rude Blaſts, or drowned 


1 inceſſant Showers... SE: .:-:;; 
WA a ſtriking Argument is here for Re/ignati- 
1; unfeigned Reſignation, to all the Diſpoſals of 


* V.ovidence | Too often are our diſſatisfied Thoughts 
ul zpt to find Fault with Divine Diſpenſations: We 
al. WMt:citly arraign our Maker's Conduct, or queſtion 
tens Kindneſs with regard to ourſelves: We fan- 


ns ey our Lot, not ſo commodiouſly ſituate ; or our 
(Condition, not ſo happily circumſtanced ; as if we 
en bad been placed in ſome other Station of Life. 
Ju hut, let us behold this exquiſitely nice Regulation of 
ea WM the minuteſt Plants; and be aſhamed of our repining 
„h. Could any Fibre in their Compoſition be 
rd. altered; or one Line in their Features be tranſpoſed; 
ou; BY without clouding ſome of their Beauties? Could 
ud. any Fold in their Veſtments be varied; or any 
ei Link in their orderly Succeffion be broken down; 

without injuring ſome delicate Property ? And does 

im- not that All-ſeeing Eye, which preſerves ſo exact a 
r 08 Harmony, among theſe pretty Toys; maintain as 
um- watchful a Care, over His rational Creatures? 
Does he chooſe the propereſt Seaſon, for the Cow- 


lip to ariſe, and drink the Dews? And can He neg- 


l the Concerns, or m:sjudge the Conveniencies, 


of his Sons, and Daughters? He, who has ſo com- 
pletely diſpoſed, whatever pertains to the vegetable 


Oeconomy; that the leaſt Diminution, or Addition, 
would certainly hurt the finiſhed Scheme; does 


without 


The Rains are gone, the Storms are o'er ; 
Winter retires to make thee way: 
Come then, thou ſweetly-bluſhing Flow'r ; 
Come, lovely Stranger, come away. 
The Sun is dreſs'd in beaming Smiles, 
To give thy Beauties to the Day; 
Young Zephyrs wait, with gentleſt Gales, 
To tan thy Boſom, as they play. 
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without all Peradventure, preſide, with equal A. 
tention, over the Intereſt of his own People. | 
Bs till, then, thou uneaſy Mortal “, know, dul 
Gop is unerringly wiſe; and be ; 
amidſt the greateſt Multiplicity of Beings, He dog 
not overlook thee. Thy Saviour has given me Ay 
thority to aſſert, That thou art of far ſuperior Vi 
 lue, in the Eſtimate of Omnipotence, than all the 
Herbage of the Field—If his ſacred Will ordain 
Sickneſs for thy Portion; never dare to imaging 
That uninterrupted Health would be more advar 
tageous. If he pleaſes to with-hold, or take away, 
Children ; never prefume to conclude, That th 
Happinefs is blaſted, becauſe thy Hopes of an in- 
creaſing Family are diſappointed. He, that marſh 
all the Starry Hoſt, and ſo accurately arranges ever 
the meaneſt Species of Herbs; HE orders: all the 
| 2 | Pete 


* Permittas ipſis expendere numinibus, quid 
Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile noſfris. 
Nam pro jucundis aptiſſima imgue dabunt dii : 


Carior eſt illis homo, nam fabi. Ju vz. 


Since all the downward Tracts of Time 
Gop's watchful Eye ſurveys; 2 7 


O! who ſo wiſe to chooſe our Lot, N 
And regulate our Ways? 1 

IM he 
Since none can doubt his equal Love, Bu 
Unmeaſurably kind ; | f 
To his anerring, gracious Will, ny 
Be ev'ry Wiſh reſigned. n 


Good when He gives, ſupremely Gaod 
Nor leſs, when he denies ; 

Ev'n Croſſes, from his ſov'reign Hand, 
Are Bleſſings in Diſguiſe. 
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culjarities, all the Changes of thy State, with a 
Wi oilance, that nothing can elude; with a Good- 
, that endureth for ever.— Bow thy Head, there- 
re, in humble Acquieſcence : Reſt ſatisfied, That 
hatever is, by the Appointment of Heaven *, :s 


zobt, IS belt. 


Among all the Productions of the Third Create- 
nc-Day, this of Flowers ſeem to be peculiarly de- 


w ned for Man: A Preſent, calculated in an e ſpecial 
" anner, for his Uſe, and Delight. Man has, as 
ere, the Monopoly of this Favour ; and ſcarce 
res the Satisfaction, reſulting from it, with any 
l | | other 
ha: | | 

* * If Mr. Pope underſtands the Maxim in this limited 


enſe, he ſpeaks a moſt undeniable and glorious Truth. 
ut, if that great Poet includes whatever comes to paſs, 
rough the wild and extravagant Paſſions of Men ; ſure- 
no thinking Perſon, at leaſt no Chriſtian, can accede 
his Opinion. What God orders, is wiſe, beyond 
| Poſſibility of Correction; and good, above all that 
e can aſk or think. His Decrees are the Reſult of 
nhnite Diſcernment; and all his Diſpenſations, the Iſ- 
es of unbounded Benevolence. But Man, fallen 
lan, is hurried away, by his Luſts, into a thouſand Ir- 
egularities; which are deplorably evil in themſelves, and 
tended with Conſequences, manifeilly pernicious to Sa- 
ity.——Let the Sentiment, thereſore, be reſtrained to 
e Diſpoſal of Heaven, and I moſt readily ſubſcribe it. 
but, if it be extended to the Conduct of Men, and the 
fects of their Folly:z I think myſelf obliged to. enter 
ly Proteſt againſt it. For, whatever kindles the Divine 
ndignation—is Cauſe of final Ruin to the Author 
strictly forbidden by God's holy Word——is contra- 
to the whole Deſign of his revealed Will, and the 
ery Reverſe of his effential Attributes his, cannot 
poſhbly be right. This is moſt undoubtedly wrong. 
Omnipotence, indeed, can over- rule it, and educe Good 
kom it: But, the very Notſon of over- ruling ſuppoſes 
io be abſolutely vrong in itſelf. | 


.Y 
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other Animal. I don't find, that other Creatum 
are ſmit with their Beauties, or regaled with tie 
Odours. The Horſe never ſtands ſtill, to gaze up 
their Charms; nor does the Ox turn aſide, u 
browze upon their Sweets. Senſes they have, » 
diſcern theſe curious Objects in the groſs ;: but ng 
Tafte, to diſtinguiſb their fine Accompliſhments, 
Juſt ſo, carnal and unenlightened Men may under 
ſtand the literal Meaning of Scripture ; may com. 
prehend the Evidences of its Divine Inſpiration or 
and yet have no Reliſh of the heavenly Truths, it 
teaches; no ardent Longing for the ſpiritual Bleflingy 
it offers; ſee ©5 no Form or Comelineſs in the $4 
viour, it deſcribes, ſo as to render Him the ſuprem 
Deſire of their Souls. 
THe chief End of theſe beautiful Appearance, 
Philoſophers ſay, is to enfold and cheriſh the En" 
bryo Seed; or to ſwathe the tender Body, - during 
its infant State. But, whatever is the ehief EU 
of Nature; tis certain, ſhe never departs from tie 
Deſign, of adminiſtring Delight to Mankind* 
This is inſeparably connected, with her other View, 
Were it only to ſecure a reproductive Principl, 
what need of ſuch elegant Complications? Why fe 
much Art employed, and ſo many Decorations adi 
ed? Why ſhould Veſtments be prepared, richer" 
than Brocades; more delicate than Lawns ; and o 
a finer Glow than the moſt admired Velvets 


| x „ „ 20 nu. Sion 
* We find that the moſt important Parts in the Ve- 
&« getable World are thoſe which are the moſt beautiful 
&« Theſe are the Seeds by which the ſeveral Races of 
Plants are propagated and continued, and which at 
% always lodged in Flowers or Bloſſoms. Nature ſeems 
« to hide her principal Deſign, and to be induſtrious! 
* making the Earth gay and delightful, while ſhe is cal. 
« rying on her great Work, and intent upon her ohn 


“ Preſervation.” | 3 
Sper. Vol. V. No. 387. 
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the great Mother had no other Aim, than barely 
\ ccommodate her little Offspring; warm Flannel, 
homely Fuſtian, would have ſerved her Turn: 
rved it, full as well as the moſt ſumptuous Th 
es, or all the F. urniture of the Mercer's Shop. 

Ir ſeems plain then, that Flowers were endued 
ith ſuch inchanting Graces, for the Pleaſure of 
/an; and in purſuance of this original Intention, 
hey {till pay their Court to the human Race. Ac- 
ordingly, the fineſt. of each Species croud about 
ur Habitation : and are rarely to be ſeen, at a Di- 
ance from our Abodes. They thrive, under our 


ing 
5 85 utivating Hand, and obſerving Eye; but degene- 
e, and pine away, if unregarded by their Lord. To 


in bis Attention, and deck his Retreats, they hide 
heir Deformities under Ground; and dif] play nothing 


ct 

Eu ut the moſt Graceful Forms, and engaging Colours, 

rin io bis Sight. To merit a farther Degree of his Eſ- 
em, the Generality of them diſpenſe a delightful 


P.rfume, And, what is fill more obliging, N re- 
rve their riche/t Exhalations, to embalm his Morn- 
ng and Evening Walks F: Becauſe, he uſually 


hooſes thoſe cool Hours, to recreate himſelf amon 


ple, 

. oicic blooming Ranks; therefore, at thofe Hours, 
0 bey are moſt laviſh of their Fragrance, and breathe | 
her put their choiceſt Spirits. 

de O Man, greatly beloved by thy Creator! The 


Parling of Providence! Thou art diſtinguiſhed by 
I's Goodneſs 3 diſtinguiſh thyſelf alſo by thy Grati- 
: tude, 

fo The Flow'rs, 


That open zow their choiceſt boſom'd Smells, 
Reſery'd from Night, and Fg for thee in Store. 


Mirr. 


"F The twining Jute 00 this bluſking Roſe, 
With laviſh Grace their Morning Scents diſcloſe ; 
The ſmelling Tub'roſe and Junquil declare 


The ſtronger Impulle of an Ev'ning Air. 
Pr1oR's Sol. 
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tude. Be it thy one undivided Aim, to glorify Hinz 
who has been at ſo much Expence, to gratify the 
— While all theſe inferior Creatures, in flent Fj, 
quence, declare the Glory of Gon, do thou le 
them thy Tongue. Be thou the High-Prieft, of ts 
mute Creation: Let their Praiſes become vocaty 
thy Songs. Adore the ſupreme BenefaQtor, { 
the Bleſſings He ſhowers down, upon every Ord: 
of Beings: Adore Him for numberleſs Mercia 
which are appropriated to thyſelf: But, above 4 
adore Him, for that noble Gift of a rational, an 
immortal Soul.— This conſtitutes us Maſters oft 
Globe, and gives us the real Enjoyment of it! 
Riches. This diſcovers Ten thouſand Beaute 
which otherwiſe had been loſt ; and renders then 
both a Source of Delights, and a Nurſery of Dt 
votion. By virtue of this exalted Princip 
we are qualified to admire our Maker's Works, an 
capable of bearing his illuſtrious Image bearing hi 
illuſtrious Image, not only when theſe Ornamentsd 
the Ground have reſigned their Honours ; bu 
when the great Origin of Day is extinguiſhed 
the Skies; and all the flaming Orbs on high at 
put out in obſcure Darkneſs. Then to ſurvive 
to ſurvive the Ruins of one World, and to enj 
Gop—to reſemble Gop—to be ! filled with al 
< the Fulneſs of Gop,”” in another What a Hap 
pineſs, what an ineſtimable Happineſs is this! Ye 
this is thy Privilege, (barter it not, for T rifles of a 

Hour !) this thy glorious Prerogative, O Man! 
O! THz Goodneſs, the exuberant Goodneſs ( 
Gop ! I cannot forbear celebrating it once mort 
before I paſs to another Conſideration, Ho 
much ſhould we think ourſelves obliged, to a gene 
rous Friend; that ſhould bild a ſtately Ediſce 
| | peureh 


j 


I cannot perſuade myſelf, that the Compariſon 
| RS | reicher 
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rely for our Abode ! But, how greatly would the 
bligation be increaſed; if the Hand that built, 
ſhould | 


etched beyond proper Bounds, when carried to this 
ich. It is my ſtedfaſt Opinion, That the World, at 
if this lower World, with its various Appurtenances, 
23 intended purely for Man; that it is appropriated to 
im; and that he (in Subordination toGop's Glory) is the 
of its Creation. —Other Animals, tis true, partake of 
ie Creator's Benefits; but then, they partake under the 
ation of Man's Domeſtics, or on the Foot of Retaicers | 
Him; as Creatures, that bear ſome Relation to his 
ervice, and ſome way or other contribute to his Good. 
o that ſtill He is the Centre of the Whole; or as our in- 
omparable Milton, equally Maſter of Poetry and Divi- 
ty, expreſſes himſelf, All Things live for Man. Para. 
off, Xl. 161. | 

Mr Pope, in his Ethic-Epiſtles, is pleaſed to explode 
his Tenet, as the Height of Pride, and a groſs 4b/ur- 
. For my Part, I ſee no Reaſon for ſuch a Charge. 
ith all Submiſſion to ſo ſuperior a Genius, it ſeems 
ety remote from Pride, to be duly ſenſible of Favours 
ouchfafed ; to contemplate them in all the Extent of 
eir Munificence, and acknowledge them accordingly. 
heuld rather imagine, That to contract their Size, 
ben they are immenſely large; to ſtint their Number, 
chen they are altogether innumerable ; that ſuch a Pro- 
dure favours more of Izſenſibility, than our Hypo- 
heli of Preſumption ; and has more in it of Ingralitude, 
ban that of Arrogance. is | 
And how can it be deemed an Abſurdity, to maintain 
hat Goo gave us a World, for our Poſſeſſion; when it 
our Duty to believe, That He gave us his only Son, 
or our Propitiation ? Sure, it can be neither difficult, 
or extravagant, to ſuppoſe, That He deſigned this ha- 
Mable Globe, with its whole Furniture, for our preſent 
ſe; ſince He with-held not his Holy Child JI Es vs, but 
tely delivered him up, for our final Salvation. 

Upon the whole, I cannot but conclude, That the 
tempt of our famous Poet is neither 4ind, with regard 
o ts Fellow-Creatures - nor grateful, with regard 
© MP 
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ſhould alſo furnih it: And not only furniſh, yi 
all that is commodious and comfortable; but i 
ment it alſo, with whatever is ſplendid and deliph 
ful! This has our moſt indulgent Creator dom 
in a manner infinitely ſurpaſſing, all we could wi 


* . 


or imagine. 


Ta I 


to his Creator — neither is his Scheme, in Fact, tru 
The Attempt not 4ind, with regard to Man; becauſe,j 
robs him of one of the moſt delightful and raviſhing Cap 
templations imaginable. To conſider the Great Ay 
thor of Exiſtence as having me in his Eye, when I 
formed univerſal Nature; as contriving all Things, wit 
an immediate View, to the Exigencies of my particul 
State; and making them all in ſuch a Manner, as mig 
be moſt conducive to my particular Advantage; this auf 
needs occafion the ſtrongeſt Satisfactions, whenever] 
caſt a Glance on the Objects that ſurround me.——Ny 
grateful with regard to Gob; becauſe, it has the n 
direct Tendency to diminiſh our Senſe of his Kindnek 
and conſequently, to throw a Damp upon our Gratitud 
It teaches us to look upon ourſelves, as almoſt loſt amoi 
a Croud of other Beings, or regarded only with a 
occaſional and incidental Beneficence ; which mul 
certainly weaken the Diſpoſition, and indeed ſlacken ti 
Ties, to the moſt adoring Thanktulneſs—— To which 
I apprehend, we may juſtly add, Neither is the Sehen 
in Fact, true. For, not to mention what might be urge 
from the fure Word of Revelation, this one Argument 
appears to be ſufficiently concluſive. The World beg 
with Man; the World muſt ceaſe with Man; conſequeat 
ly, the grand Uſe, the principal End of the World, | 
to ſubſerve the Intereſts of Man. It is on all ſides agreed 
That the Edifice was erected, when Man was to be tut 
niſhed with an Habitation ; and that it will be demoliſh 
ed, when Man has no farther Need of its Accommod 
tions: When he enters into the Houſe not made vill 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens, the Earthzand all 140 ... 
« Works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up.” Fron 
which it ſeems a very obvious and fair Deduction, Thal 


Man is the n Cau/e of this inferior Creation. 
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Taz Earth is aſſigned us for a Dwelling, —— 


*. he Skies are ſtretched over us, like a magnificent 
lions i209?) dyed in the pureſt Azure; and beautified, 
10 ow with Pictures of floating Silver, now with Co- 


urings of reflected Crimſon, —— The Graſs is 
read under us, as a ſpacious Carpet; wove with 
ken Threads of Green, and damaſk'd with Flow- 
rs of every Hue, — — The Sun, like a golden 
amp, is hung out in the ethereal Vault ; and pours 
is Effulgence, all the Day, to lighting our Paths. — 
ben Night approaches, the Moon takes up the 
at A riendly Office; and the Stars are kindled in twink- 
ig Myriads, to chear the Darkneſs with their mild- 
, vir Luſtre, not diſturb our Repoſe by too intenſe a 
lare. The Clouds, beſides the rich Paintings 
bey hang around the Heavens, act the Part of a 
ſhifting Screen; and defend us, by their ſeaſonable 
Interpoſition, . from the ſcorching Beams of Sum- 
mer: May we not alſo regard them, as the great 
Watering-pots of the Globe? which, wafted on the 

ings of the Winds, diſpenfe their Moiſture + 

» AT "x evenly 


ever] 
—Nd 
e nou 
dnl 

titudt 
amon 


th ad | | | 
— do that I think my Readers and myſelf, priviledged 
vhick (not to ſay, on the Principles of Gratitude, obliged) to 


uſe thoſe lovely Lines of our Author, with a Propriety 
and Truth, equal to their Elegance and Beauty ; 

For me kind. Nature wakes her genial Pow'r, _ 
Suckles each Herb, and ſpreads out ev'ry Flow'r! 


heme 
urged 
ument 


— Annual, for ze, the Grape, the Roſe, renew 

rd, i The Juice nectareous, and the balmy Dew; 

grell For ne, the Mine a thouſand Treaſures brings; 

> For me, Health guſhes from a thouſand Springs. _ 
noliſh Etb. Ep. I. wer. 129. 


7 This Circumſtance, amidſt Abundance of other no- 
ble and delicate Remarks upon the Wonders of Nature, 
i linely touched in the Philoſophical FTranſactions re- 
Fron corded in the Book of Fob, Chap. xxxviii. ver. 25—=-— 
That ily Ay = Yee Who h ith divided a Water-courſe 
Z Jir the Over fibabing of Waters 9 The Hebrew is 
7 | {0 


modi 
b witl 
all the 


144 REeFrLrrecTIONS en 4 


evenly through the univerſal Garden; and frudi, 
with their Showers, whatever our Hand plant 
The Fields are our exhauſtleſs Granary.— I 
Ocean is our vaſt Reſervoir. The Animals 
their Strength, to diſpatch our Buſineſs; reſign thd 
Cloathing, to repleniſh our Wardrobe ; and ſurrey 
der their very Lives, to provide for our Table, 
In ſhort, every Element is a Store-houſe of Cog: 
veniencies; every Seaſon brings us the choiceſt Pro 
ductions; all Nature is our Caterer. And, whit 
is a moſt endearing Recommendation of theſe Fx 
vours, they are all as lovely as they are uſeful. Yau 
obſerve nothing mean or inelegant. All is cladin 
Beauty's faireſt Robe 8, and regulated by Properti 
on's niceſt Rule. The whole Scene, exhibits a Fun 


ſo pregnant and rich with Senſe, that no Tranflation cu 
de it Juſtice. The following Paraphraſe, perhaps, maj 
repreſent the principal Ideas comprehended in the e- 
preſſive Original. Who has branched out, and wil 
admirable Judgment di/pr/ea, a Variety of Agquedudi; 
for thatimmenſe Collection of Waters, which float in 
the Sky? Who diſtributes thoſe pendulous Flo, thro 
all the Borders of the Earth? Diſtributes them, not ii 
dreadful Cataracts, or promiſcuous Gluts of Rain; bu 
in kindly Drops, and refreſhing Showers ; wich as much 
Regularity and Oeconomy, as if they were conveyed bf 
Pipes from a Conduit ? To won ſhall we aſciibe 
that Niceneſs of Contrivance, which now emits, now tt: 
ſtrains them; ſometimes derives their humid Train toon 
Place, ſometimes to another; diſpenſes them to this Sol 
in larger, to that in ſmaller Communications; and, in: 
Word, ſo manages the mighty Fluid, that every Spot it 
ſupplied in exact Proportion to its Wants, and none d 
| ſtroyed by an undiſtinguiſhing Deluge? 


$ Perhaps, it was from ſuch an Obſervation, that the 
Greeks, thoſe critical and refined Judges of Things, © 
preſſed the Mundane Sy/tem by a Word which fignio 


Beauty — x90 j40;- 5 | 


i Plcaſures to the Imagination; at the ſame Time, 
18. at it more than ſupplies all our Wants f. 

M raxETORE thou art inexcuſable, O Man, who- 
ſpen ever thou art, that rebelleſt againſt thy Maker. 


e ſurrounds thee, with unnumbered Benefits; and 
lows thee, with an Effuſion of the richeſt, no- 


able ieſt Gifts. He courts thy Affections; He ſolicits 
Cy Gratitude ; by Liberalities which are never inter- 
 Pro-diMW@nitted, by a Bounty which knows no Limits. 
wht! moſt bleſſed Lok p, let this thy Goodneſs, thy 


nwearied Goodneſs, lead us to Repentance. Vin 


Youlhs to Thyſelf, Thou Fountain of Felicity, by theſe 
lad i veet [nducements, Draw us to our Duty, Thou 
per. Pop of our Salvation, by theſe ( Cords of Love.“ 
ru | | 


Waar a living Picture is here, of the beneficial 
feds of Induſtry! By Induſtry and Cultivation, 


on cus neat Spot is an Image of Eden. Here, is all 
„ii bat can entertain the Eye, or * regale the Smell: 
1 hy hereas, without Cultivation, this ſweet Garden 


ad been a deſolate Wilderneſs: Vile Thiſtles had 
nade it loathſome, and tangling Briers inacceſſible. 

ithout Cultivation, it might have been a Neſt for 
erpents, and the horrid Haunt of venomous Crea- 


not Ul 

; bu hures. But, the Spade and Pruning-knife, in the 
much land of Induſtry, have improved it into a ſort of 

ed Mrerreſtial Paradiſe. == 

Yen How naturally does this lead our Contemplation, 

3 0 the Advantages, that flow from a virtuous Edu- 
1 eln; and the Mi ſeries, that enſue from . 
in | . fo, Pn O 

5 7 © Thoſe ſeveral living Creatures, which are made 

ned: for our Service or Suſtenance, at the ſame time either 


' fill the Woods with their Muſic, furniſh us with Game, 
or raiſe pleafing Ideas in us by the Delightfulneſs of 
' their Appearance. Fountains, Lakes and Rivers, are 
'% refreſhing to the Imagination, as to the Soil through 
vhich they paſs.” Spect. Vol. V. No. 387. 

* Omnis copia narium. Hos. 


' Mgledtis urenda filix innaſcitur agris. Hon. 
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of it — The Mind, without early Inſti 
muſt, in all Probability, become like the “ Yiu 
<« yard of the Sluggard.” If left to the Propent 
of its own depraved Will; what can we enge 
which, in time, will break forth into all manna 
ſcandalous Irregularities? What? —— but that (ll 
ger, like a prickly Thorn, arm the Temper yi 
an untractable Moroſeneſs : Peevi/hneſs, like a flin 
ing Nettle, render the Converſation forbidding; 
varice, like ſome choaking Weed, teach the Fug 
to gripe, and the Hands to oppreſs : / Revenge, 
ſome poiſonous Plant, | replete with baneful Jui 
rankle in the Breaſt, and meditate Miſchief to] 
| Neighbour: While unbridled Zu/ts, like Swarns( 
noiſome Inſects, taint each riſing Thought; a 
render every Imagination of the Heart only: 
cc continually. Such, are the uſual Produl 
of ſavage Nature! Such, the Furniture of the 
cultivated Soul ! N ii e 2 | 
WHEREAS, let the Mind be put under the N 
ce ture and Admonition-of the LoR D:“ Let al 
Diſcipline clear the Soil: Let ſacred Inſtrudi 
ſoto it with the beſt Seed: Let Skill and Vigia 
dreſs the riſing Shoots; direct the young Ideas, l 
to ſpread ; the wayward Paſſions, how to move 
Then, what a different State of the inner Man 
quickly take place? Charity will breathe her Swee 
and Hope expand her Bloſſoms: The per/onal Vi 
tues diſplay their Graces, and the ſocial ones tit 
Fruits * : The Sentiments become goons 
EK! eee 151/27 een nnd 


This Transformation of the Heart, and Renel 
of the Life, are repreſented in Scripture, by Similitud 
very nearly allied to tke Images uſed above; 60 
by his ſanctifying Spirit, will make the Soul as à abi. 
Garden, Under the Operation of this divine PrincP 
the Defart jhall ryoice, aud bloſſom as the Roſe. Wbe 
ot | | : el 
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arriage endearing 3 the Life honourable and uſe- 
ul“. 

O! THAT Groerlieng of Families, and Maſters 
f Schools, would watch, with a conſcientious So- 
citude, over the Morals of their tender Charge 
ann hat Pity it is, that the advancing Generation 
hould loſe theſe invaluable Endowments, through 
ny Supineneſs in their Inſtructors!— See! with 
hat Aſſiduity, the curious Floriſt attends his little 
urſery ; viſits them early and late; furniſhes them 
ith the propereſt Mold; ſupplies them with ſea- 
onable Moiſtures; guard them from the Ravages 
f Inſects; ſcreens them from the Injuries of the 
eatner; marks their ſpringing Buds; obſerves 
ar cm attentively, through their whole Progreſs ; and 


litutig 
«© Vin 


it; erer intermits his Anxiety, till he beholds them 
= own into full Perfection.— And, ſhall a Range of 
rodul 


ainted Leaves, that flouriſh To-day, and To-mor- 
ow fall to the Ground — Shall theſe be tended, with 
note zealous Application, than the noble Facultirs 
f an immortal Soul? 

Ver truſt not in Cultivation wat tis the 
Blefing of the Almighty Huſbandman, that imparts 
ucceſs to ſuch Labours of Love. If Gop “ ſeal 


= up the Bottles of Heaven,” and commands the 
; | H 2 Clouds 


ver it exerts the refining and ennobling Ener y, Inftead 
of the Thorn, ſhall come up the Fir-tree ; and inſtead of 
the Briar, the Myrtle-tree. Jetem. XXX1. 12. Iſai. xxxv. 
1. Iſai. iv. 13, 
| —— — teneris aſſuęſcere tanti eſt l Vi RG. 
VAITIG — — Y Yap wg Nacht pei, To S rg Y Srog 
cher 5 er vewv eNiCeo0 as, anne TRATION Hαννννον e To 799. 
iet. The Principles we imbibe, and the Habits 
ee contract, in our early Years, are not Matters of ji 
Moment, but of the atmoſt Conſequence imaginable. They 
not only give a tranſient, or ſuperficial Tin&ure, to our 
Wy Appearance in Life; but moſt commonly ſamp the 
form of our whole future Conduct, and even of our 
ternal State. 
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Clouds to with- hold their Fatneſs, the beſt manu 
Plot becomes a barren Deſart. And, if HE re, 
the Dew of his Heavenly Benediction, all huny 
Endeavours miſcarry ; the rational Plantation ly 
guiſhes; and our moſt pregnant Hopes, fl 
Youths of the moſt promiſing Genius, prove abu. 
\ tive. Their Root will be as Rottenneſs, and thi 
Bloſſom will go up as Duſi*..— Therefore, let h. 
rents plant: let Tutors water; but, let both look u 
to the Father of Spirits, for the deſired Increaſe, 


Ox every Side, I ſpy'd ſeveral budding Flownlf 
As yet they are cloſely convolved, and wrapt wit 
in a ſtrong Incloſure. All their Beauties lie ca 
cealed, and their Sweets locked up. Juſt ſu 
is the niggardly Fretch ; whoſe Aims are all turndf 
inward, and meanly terminated upon Hime 
Who makes his own private Intereſts, or perſon 
Pleaſure, the ſole Centre of his Deſigns, and t 
ſcanty Circumference of all his Actions. 
Bur, ere-long, the ſearching Beams will opa 
theſe ſilken Folds, and draw them into a gracefil 
Expanſion. Then, what a lovely Bluſh will glos 
in their Cheeks; and what a balmy Odour exhal 
from their Boſoms !=——So, when Divine Gra 
| ſhines upon the Mind, even the Churl becomes bout 
tiful : The Heart of Stone is taken away; and 
Heart of Fleſh, a Heart ſuſceptible of the ſofteh 
moſt compaſſionate Emotions, is introduced in ii 
ſtead. O! how ſweetly do the ſocial Affection 
dilate themfelves, under ſo benign an Influence 
Juſt like theſe diſcloſing Gems, under the powetfi 
Eye of Day. The tender Regards are no Jong! 
confined to a ſingle Object; but extend then: 


elves into a generous Concern for Mankiw 
1 al 


Sorin, But, on. Yrotm, 


ww tin AA AI XX K BIB 


. ͤ ˙—¹- Ä— ToEnnng HT ne 


* Iſai. v. 24. 


nanu d /Hed liberal Refreſhments on all a 


reſt Ut | eachÞ. | OY | - 
bum Ax!sE then, Thou Son of Righteouſneſs ; ariſe: 


ion Nich Healing under thy Wings; and transfuſe thy 


„ fronfcotle, but penetrating Ray, thro? all our intellectu- 
e abu Powers. Inlarge every narrow Diſpoſition, 
d nd fills us with a diffuſive Benevolence. Make Room 
let Your Breaſts, for the whole human Race; and: 
ook u each us to love all our Fellow- creatures, for their 


miable Creator's Sake. May we be pleaſed with 


eaſe, 
heir Excellencies, and rejoice at their Happineſs ; 


lowenMWut feel their Miſeries as our own, and, with a Bro- 
 withicr's Sympathy, haſten to relieve them! 

ie c | ; | * 

it (i Dispos'p at proper Diſtances, I obſerved a Range 


pf ſtrong and ately Stalks. They ſtand like Tow- 
rs along the Walls of a fortified City; or riſe 
ike lofty Spires, amidſt a Group of Houſes. They 
art at the Top, into ſeveral penſile ſpiky Pods; 
from each of which will be excluded, within a lit- 
tle time, a fine Figure, of a very peculiar and in- 
ſtructive Character; rounded into a Form, that con- 
llitutes a perfect Circle; ſpread wide open, into the 

— _ moſt 


How beautiful is the 7dea, and how ſignificant the 
Expreſſion, in that fine Paſſage of the Prophet; where 
deſcribing the charitable Temper, He fays—1f thou draw 
out thy Soul to the Hungry! which, I think, may 
very properly. be illuſtrated by the Circumſtances obſerv- 
ed above. The opening of theſe Buds into a large and 
fxtenſive Spread, is a pretty Pourtrait of the Amplitude 
ofa generous Heart; which cannot thut up its Compal- 
bon, or remain unconcerned at any human Calamity. 
in The Freeneſs and Copiouſneſs, with which their choĩceſt 
i Efences, their aromatic Souls, are continually powered 
and out ; may repreſent, not only the various A##s of an un- 
vearied Liberality; but alſo that cordial Affection, an q 
pong Tenderneſ5,. with which they are beſtowed. Jai 


Ul. 10. 5 


. 
<5 


* 


*. 
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moſt frank and communicative Air ; tinged with 
the Colour, which, of all others, moſt captivaty 
the Miſer's Eye. n ain 
Bur, the Property I chiefly admire, is its paſſ. 
onate Fondneſs for the Sun. When Evening with 
her Shades comes on, the poor Flower droops, and 
folds up its Leaves. It mourns all the long Night, 
like ſome forlorn Lover, for the Abſence of the 
Light. No ſooner does Providence open“ thekye- 
e lids of the Morning; but immediately it H ad. 
dreſſes itſelf, to the Object of its Affection; court 
and careſſes it all the Day; nor ever. loſes Sight 
of the refulgent Charmer, fo long as He continues 
above the Horizon. In the Morning you may 
perceive it, preſenting a golden Boſom to the Eaſt; 
at Noon, it points upward, to the middle Sky; in 
the Evening, follows the ſame attractive Influence 
to the Weſt. 1 | 


4 


_ SURELY, Nature is a Book, and every Page 
rich with ſacred Hints, To an attentive Mind, the 
Garden turns Preacher ; and its blooming Tenants 
are ſo many lively Sermons. What an engaging 
Pattern, and what an excellent Leſſon, have we 
Here ! So, let the Redeemed, of the LORD bh 
unto JESUs 4, and be conformed to their beloved. 
Let us all be Heliotropes (if I may uſe the Expreſi- 
on) to the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Let our Paſſions riſe 
and fall; take this Courſe or that; as his Word 
determines, as his holy Example guides. Let us be 
ſo accommodated, both to his commanding and provi- 
dential Will, as the Wax is turned to the imprinted 
Seal; or as the Aſpect of this enamoured Flower, 
to the ſplendid Star which creates our Day: 
In every Enjoyment, O thou watchful Chriſtin, 
look unto Jzsus ; receive it as proceeding Tom his 
| Love, 


la fuum, quamwvis Radice tenetur, _ 
| * Nn 21 VID, 


* 


Vertitur ad Salem. — 


Al. 2. 
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ne, and purchaſed by his Agonies *,— 
Tribulation look unto 'JesUs ;' mark his gracious 
and, managing the Scourge z or mingling the bit- 


1th 
ates 


. e cup; attempering it to a proper Degree of Se- 
ith Wccity ; adjuſting the Time of its Continuance; and 
nd eady to make theſe ſeeming Diſaſters, productive 
it, Wer real Godin every Infirmity and Failing, 


te N ook unto Jesus, thy merciful High-Prieſt; plead- 


In eve- 


e. ng his atoning Blood, and making Interceſſion for 
d- rranſgreſſors.— In every Prayer look unto JE SuS 
. thy prevailing Advocate; recommending thy Devo- 
Ul 


es 
a 
1 
in 
e 


“Things F.“ In every Temptation look unto 
Jesus, the Author of thy Strength, and Captain of 
thy Salvation, who alone is able to lift up the Hands 
that hang down, to invigorate the enfeebled Knees, 
and make thee more than Conqueror over all thy 


Departure approaches; when © thy Fleſh and thy 


him ſtanding at the Right Hand of Gop, on purpoſe 
to ſuccour his People, in this their laſt Extremity. 


ing out into the inviſible World, and all before thee 
s vaſt Eternity; Then, O then, be ſure to look 
ledfaſtly unto JesUs ! © See by Faith the Lokn's 
„ © CHRIST.” 
e ſunk beneath our heavy Woes, © © 
. To raiſe Us to his Throne: 

There's not a Gift his Hand beſtows, | | 

But coft his Heart a Groan. © WAs. 
T Exod. xxviii. 38. 


— 


Earth, Iſai. xlv. 22. 


Enemies ——But eſpecially, when the Hour of thy 


& Heart fail yz” when all the Springs of Life are irre- 
parably breaking; then look unto JEsUs, with a2 
belering Eye f. Like expiring Stephen, behold 


tons, and © bearing the Iniquity of thy holy 


* 


Yes, my Chriſtian Friend, when the Journey 
through Life is finiſhed, and thou art arrived on the 
very Verge of Mortality; when thou art juſt launch- 


| Look unto ME , and be ye ſaved,. all the Ends of the | 
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„ CHRIST.” View him, as the only Ways, /, 
the everlaſting Manfions ; as the only Door 4, u 
the Abodes of Bliſs. : - | 


YoNDER Tree, that faces the South, has ſome. 
thing too remarkable, to paſs without Obſervation, 
Like the fruitful, tho? feeble Vine, She bring 
forth a large Family of Branches: but, unable ty 
ſupport them herſelf, commits them to the Tuition 
of a ſunny Wall. As yet, the tender T wigs have 
ſcarce gemmed their future Bloſſoms. However, 
may anticipate the well-known Productions; and 
picture to myſelf the Pafſion-Flower ; which wil, 
in due Time, with a long and copious Succeſſion, 
adorn the Boughs. 615; "op 

I HAVE read, in a profane Author, of Flowers 
inſcribed with the Names of Kings &: but here is 
One, imblazoned with the Marks of the bleeding 
Prinee of Life. I read, in the inſpired Writings 
of Apoſiolic Men; who bore about, in their Bodies, 

the Dying of the Loxp JEsus J: but, here isa 
blooming Religioſo, that carries apparent Memorials, 
of the ſame tremendous and fatal Cataſtrophe. — 
Who would have expected to find ſuch a Tragedy 
of W oe, exhibited in a Collection of the moſt deli- 
cate Delights? Or, to ſee Calvary's horrid Scene, 
pourtrayed on the ſofteſt Ornaments of the Garden? 

Is Nature then ated by the noble Ambition, 
of paying*commemorative Honours, to her agonizing 
Sovereign? Is She kindly officious to remind forget- | 
ful Mortals, of that Miracle of Mercy ; which it 
is their Duty to contemplate, and their Happinels 
to believe ?——Or, is a ſportive OY my | 
| arr 3 e eee 


2 John xiv. 6. | | + John x. 9. Y 

$ Dic, quibus in Terris inſcripti Nomina Regum © 
Naſcantur Flores? £ In Vigo. 
q 2 Cor. iv. 10. « 174 


* 4 
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Interpreter: and all the ſuppoſed Reſemblance, no 


„ o nore than the precarious Glaſs of Faney? Be it ſo: 

et even Fancy has her Merit, when ſhe'fets forth, 

in ſuch pleaſing Imagery, the crucified Jesv's. Nor 

me. MW mould J refuſe a willing Regard, to-Imagination. 

tion WY berſelf 3 when ſhe employs her creative Powers to 

ings cevive the Senſe of ſuch unparalleled Love, and: 
v MM prompt my Gratitude to ſo divine a Friend. 

tion THAT ſpiral Tendril, ariſing from the Bottom 

ave WY of the Stalk ; is it a Repreſentation of the Scourge, 


„I which laſhed the Redeemer's unſpotted Fleſh; 
and and inflited thoſe Stripes, by which our Souls are 
ll, BY bealed? Or, is it twiſted for the Cord, which bound 
om, bis Hands, in painful and ignominious Confinement : | 
thoſe beneficent Hands, which were inceſlantly. 

er; ſtretched out to unlooſe the heavy Burdens,. and. to 
; WY inpart Bleflings of every choice Kind ?——Behold. 
be Nails, which were drenched in his ſacred Veins, 
and riveted his Feet to the accurſed Tree: Thoſe _ 
beautiful * Feet, which always went about doing 
(00d ; and traveled far and near, to ſpread the glad 
Tidings of everlaſting Salvation.—dee the Hammer, 
ponderous. and maſſy, that drove the rugged Irons 
through the racked Nerves ; that forced a Paſſage 
for thoſe dreadful Wedges, between the diſlocated 
zones: — View the Thorns, which encircled our 
Royal Maſter's Brows, and ſhot their keen afflict- 
we Points into his bleſſed Head: that Head which 
was ever meditating Peace to poor Sinners: and 
ſent many a*wakeful Night, in ardent Prayer: for 
their Happineſs. O the Smart! the fiercely throb- 
ing Smart! when, inſtead of the triumphal Laurel; 
or the odoriferous Garland, that pungent and ragg- 
ed Wreath, was planted on the meek Meſſiah's 
Forehead ! When rude and barbarous Blows of the 
| H 5. ftrong 


| * How beautiful are the Feet of Him that bringeth gooa | 
Tidings, that publiſheth Peace, that bringeth good Tidings: 
if Good, that publiſheth Salvation! Iſai. li- 7. 
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ſtrong Eaſtern Cane *, ſtruck the prickly Croyy, 
and fixed every Thorn deep in his tender Temple! 
— There ſtand the Diſciples, ranged in the green 
Impalement; and forming a Circle, round the In. 
ſtruments of their great Commander's Torture, 
They ſtand wedged in firm Battalion; appear like ſo 
many faithful Adherents, that breathe a gallant Re. 
ſolution ;. either of defending their Lokp to the laſ 
Extremity, or of dropping, in honourable Deaths, 
by his Side. O! that they had given ſuch Proofs 
of Zeal and Fidelity in their Conduct, as their ſtea- 
dy Poſture, and determined Aſpect, ſeem to pro- 
miſe | But alas! what is human Firmneſs, when 
deſtitute of Succours from above, but_ an expiring 
Vapour ® What is every Saint, if unſupported by 
powerful Grace, but an abandoned Traitor? 

. DOD bſerve 


 * They took the Recd, ſays the ſacred Hiſtorian, ard 
Jmet? him on the Head! „ and fo, as it were, nailed 
** down the Thorns into his Forehead and Temples, and 
_ * occaſioned thereby exquiſite Pain, as well as a great 
Effuſion of Blood,” Family Expoſitor, Vol. Il. 
Sect. 188. ————* It is moſt probable; adds the ſam! 
& juaicious Critic, this was a Walking: ſtaff, which they 
„put into his Hand as a Sceptre; for a Blow witha 
% //ight Reed would ſcarce have been felt, or have de- 
ſerved a Mention in a Detail of ſuch dreadful Suffer- 
£5 in 8.9 | | 1 1 

5 7 he Smart, attending this unparalleled Piece of 
contemptuous Barbaricy, muſt be ineæ reffibly ſevere : not 
only, on account of the many painful Punctures made in 
the Fleſh ; but principally, becauſe the Perieſteum, a mo 
exquiſitely ſenſible Tegument of: the Bones; lying, in 
thoſe Parts, very near the external Skin; muſt, receive 3 
Multitude of moſt terrible Wounds. The Angyiſh of 
which could not fail of being inflamed to an Exceſs of 
Rage, by the Continuance of fo mkny thorny Lancets, 
in thatextreamly tender Membrane; which, in ſuch 3 
OO Im—— trembling alive all o'er, \ 

. Mull {mart and agonize at ev'ry. Pore. 


1/7 


o 


Obſerve the Glory, delineated in Rays of imperial 
Purple. But ah! how incapable -are * Threads, 
een tough ſpun by Summer's fineſt Hand; though dy- 
In. ea in Snows, or dipped in Heaven; to diſplay the 
re) WM immaculate Excellency of his human, or the ineffa- 
{0 WM ble Majefty of his divine Nature! Compared with 
Ne. BE theſe ſublime Perfections, the moſt vivid Aſſemblage 
aft of Colours fades into an unmeaning Flatneſs ; the 


hs, moſt charming Effects of Light and Shade are not - Y 


os N omy mere Daubings, but an abſolute Blank. 

a- Amon all the Beauties, that ſhine in ſunny 
o- Robes, and ſip the ſilver Dews; this, I think, has 
en I the 20bleſt Import, if not the fiugſi Preſence, Were 
they all to paſs in Review, and expect the Award 
of Supertority from my Deciſion; I ſhould not he- 
itate a Moment. Be the Prize aſſigned to this amia- 
ble Candidate; which has ſo eminently diſtinguiſh- 
ed, and ſo highly dignified herſelf, by bearing 
ſuch a remarkable Reſemblance to. © The righteous 
Branch [: The Plant of Renown.“ While others 
appoint it a Place in the Parterre; I would tranſplant 
the Paſſion Flower, or rather transfer its ſacred Sig- 
nificancy, to my Heart. There let it bloom, both 


7 in Summer and in Winter; bloom, in the moſt im- 
preſſive Characters, and with an undecay ing Luſtre. 
E That I: alſo may wear — wear on my | very Soul, 


the Traces of IM MANUEL; pierced for: my Sins, 
and bruiſed for my FTranſgreſſions. That I alfo may 
be crucified with CHRIS; at leaft in penitential 
Remorſe,. and affectionate Sympathy. That I may 
inow the Hellowfhip of his Sufferings I; and feel all 


n my evil Affections wounded by his A go nies, mortii 
c fed by his rr tooth ea 


So the bleſſed asus is deſcribed by Fer. xxiii. 5. 
by Exec aol ea OE 
I Cal. il. z. . APhil iii, 10. 
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Trent is another Subject of the verdant Kin ith 
dom, which makes ſo very uncommon a Figure, y 
juſtly claims my particular Notice. One, ſo en. 
tremely-d:fident in her Diſpofition, and delicate in het 
Conſtitution; that She dares not venture he-ſel 
abroad, in the open Air: but is nurſed up in the 
Warmth of a Hot Bed, and lives cloiſtered in the 
Cells of a Green-hou/e. But the moſt curious pe. 
culiarity is, That of all her kindred Species, ſhe 
alone partakes of perceptive Life ; at leaſt, advances 
neareſt to this more exalted State of Being; and may 
be looked on as the Link, which connects the ani. 
mal and the vegetable World. A Stranger, ob- 
ſerving her Qualities, would almoſt be induced to 
ſuſpect; that the is endued with ſame inferior De- 
grees of Conſciouſneſs and Caution. For, if You 
offer to handle this Senſitive Plant, ſhe immediate- 
ly takes the Alarm ; haſtily contracts her Fibres; 
and, like a Perſon under Apprehenſions of Violence, 
withdraws from your Finger, in a Kind of precipi- 
tate Diſorder. Perhaps, the Beauty of her Aſpedt 
might be ſullied, or the Niceneſs of her Texture 
diſcompoſed, by the human Touch. Therefore, 
like a coy Virgin, ſhe keeps at a Diſtance, from all 
unbecoming Familiarities; and will admit no fuch 
Improper, if not pernicious, Freedom. 
WHATEVER bethe Cauſe of this unuſual E. 
fect; it ſuggeſts an inſtructive Admonition, to the 
Chriſtian. Such, ſhould be our apprebenſiue, timor- 
ous Care, with regard to Sin; and all, even the 
moſt di//ant Appr vaches of Vice, We ſhould avoid 
the very Appearance of Evil, and ſtand aloof from 
every Occaſion of falling. ——IF Sinners entice; if 
ſorbidden Pleaſures tempt ; or if Opportunity beck- 
on with the Gain of Injuſtice in her Hand ; turn from 
the gilded Snare ; touch not the beauteous Bane 3 
but fly, fly with Haſte, fly without apy Delay, 1 5 
| e 
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e bewitching Ruin. — Does Anger draw near 
ith her lighted Torch, to kindle the Flame of Re- 
ntment in our Breaſts? Does Flattery ply our Ears 
ith her inchanting and intoxicating Whiſpers ? 
ould Diſcontent lay her leaden Hand upon our 
[empers, and mould into our Minds her four Lea- 
en; in order to make Us a burden to Ourſelves, 
nd unamiable to Others ? Inſtantly let Us divert 
ur Attention from the dangerous Objects; and not 
o much endeavour to antidote, as to ſhun the mor- 
| Contagion. Let us revolve, in our M editations, 
hat wonderful Meefneſs of our diſtreſſed Maſter ; 
hich, amidſt the moſt abuſive and provoking In- 
ults, maintained an uniform Fenor of unſhaken Se- 
city, Let Us contemplate that prodigious Humi- 
lation; which brought him from an infinite 


ou leicht above all Worlds, to make his Bed in 
te · Nhe Duſt of Death. Let us ſooth our jarring, our 
S; Nieaſy Paſſions, by an attentive Reflection on that 
e, bear fulneſs and Reſignation; which rendered Him, 
pl- hn the deepeſt Poverty, unfeignedly thankful ; and, 
der the heavieſt Tribulations, moſt ſubmiſlively 
Ire tient. 1 | 


Hax BO UR not, therefore, on any Conſideration, 
he Betrayer of our Virtue. . Be deaf, inflexibly 
ai, to the beguiling Solicitation... If it obtrude into 
e unguarded Heart; give it Entertainment, no, 
t for a Moment. Too parly with the Enemy, is 
dopen a Door for Deſtruction. Our Safety conſiſts 
Flight: and, in this Cafe, Suſpicion is the trueſt 


he dence; Fear, the greateſt J ravery.—Play not 
ud n the Brink of the Precipice. Flutter not round 
m e Edges of the Flame. Dally not with the Stings 

if Death. But reject, with a becoming Mixture 


vlicitude and Abhorrence, the very firſt Inſinua- 
ns of Iniquity : As cautiouſly, as the /marting 
re ſhrinks even from the ſofteſt Hand; as con- 
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ſtantly as this jealous Plant recoils at the approach 
A ns 


. Nor long ago, theſe curious Productions of thy 
Spring, were coar/e and miſ- ſnapen Roots. Had yi 
opened the Earth, and beheld them in their Seed 
how uncouth and contemptible, had their Appen 

ance been; But now, they are the Baaſt of Ny 
ture; the Delight of the Sons of Men; finiſhel 
Patterns for Enameling and Embroidery ; outfſhinin 
even the happie/t Strokes of the Pencil. They a 
„ both [47H taugt 


* The Prophet Jaiab, in an elegant and lively De 
ſcription of the upright Man, ſays, he fhaketh his Haul 
From holding of Bribes; and I may add, from practiſa 
any Kind of Iniquity. The Image, exceeding]y beat 
tiful, and equally expreſſive, both illuſtrates andenford 
the Doctrine of this whale | Setion. ————Shaketh vi 
Hands; juſt as a Perfon would do, who happens to ha 
burning Coals fall into his Lap, or ſome wenomous Cru 
ture faſtening upon his Fleſh. In ſuch a, Cafe, Non 
would ſtand a Moment to conſider ; none would debit 
with Himſelf, the Expediency of the Things; but, it 
ſtantly fling off the pernicious Incumbrance ; inſtant 
endeavour to diſengage himſelf, from the'clinging M 
chief... xxxiii 1343. 


* 


I have repreſented the Danger of not ſmothering it 
mediately the very firft Sparks of Temptation, in a 
riety of Views. Becauſe, a proper Behaviour, in ti 
Conjuncture, is of ſuch vaſt Importance to the Puri 
the Safety, and the Comfort of our Minds. — lum 
cauſe, H had the Royal Moralift in my Exe; who, dete 
ing his Pupils from the Path. of che Wicked, cti 
with an Air of deed Concern, and in the Language 
vehement Importunity, cries: awoid it';' paſs no# by i 
turn from it; and paſs away. How ſtrongly is the Co 
ſel urged, by being ſo frequently repeated, in ſuch à 
markable Diverſity of conciſe and abrupt,  conlequeil 
of forcible and preſſing Admonitions ! Prov. iv, 15: 


FLOWER-GARDEN. 159 
vpht to bloom, but with a very inferior Luſtre +, 
he richeſt Tapeſtries, and moſt, magnificent Silks. 
t never attempts to equal their imeomparable Ele- 
cies ; but places all her Merit, in copying after 


* ſe delicate Originals. Even thoſe, that glitter 
ver, or whoſe Cloathing is of wrought Gold; 
ene proud to borrow additional Ornaments, from 


dprig of Jeſſamine, or a little Aſſemblage of 
.. + V 
WHAT a fine Idea may we form, from hence, 
the Reſurrection of the Fuſt, and the State: of 
cir re- animated Bodies! As, the Roots even of 
ur choiceſt Flowers, when depoſited in the Ground, 
erude and ungraceful 3 but, when they ſpring up 
to blooming Life, are moſt exquiſitely elegant; 
o, the poor Fleſh of a Saint, when committed to the 
uſt, alas! what is it? A Heap of Corruption; a 
ak of putrefying Clay. But, when it obeys the 


at Archangel's Call, and ſtarts into renewed; Ex- 
hence; O! what an aſtoniſhing Change enſues 
C hat a moſt prodigious Improvement takes place 
15 That which was ſown in Weakneſs, will be raiſ⸗ 
£09 


ein all the Vivacity of Power, That which was 
own in Defermity, will be raiſed in the Bloom of 
eeſtial Beauty; and ſhine “ as the Brightneſs of the 
Firmament, when it darts the inimitable blue, 


i rough the Fleeces——the ſnowy. Fleeces of ſome 
a Mauing Cloud. . | 
1 th FEAR not, then, thou faithful Chri/tian ; fear 
unit 


t at the appointed Time, to deſcend into the 

„„. Thy Soul thou mayft truſt with thy omni- 

tent Redeemer, who is Lokp of the unſeen 
old; „ Who bas the Keys of Hell, and of 

Death.” Moſt ſafely mayſt thou truſt thy better 

cout, in thoſe beneficent Hands, which were pierced 

TY „ with 

ven The Cowſlip ſmiles in brighter Yellow dreſt, 

Than that which veils the nubil Virgin's Breaſt: 

\ fairer Red ſtands bluſhing in the Roſe, 

Than that which on the Bridegroom's Veſtment flows. 

| PRICE's Sol. 
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with Nails, and faſtened to the ignominious Ty 
for thy Salvation And, with regard to thy fuk 
Tabernacle, be not dilmayed ; it is only taken dom 
to be rebuilt upon a diviner Plan, and in a nh 
heavenly Form. If it retire into the Shadow 
Death, and Gloom of the Grave; it is only to n 
turn from a ſhort Confinement, to endleſs Liber 
If it dies, it is in order to riſe more illuſtrious fron 
its Ruins; and wear an infinitely brighter Face, 
Pefſection, and of Glory*.  * © 
HavinG, now, made my Panegyric; let me 
next, take up a Lamentation, for theſe ſweeteſt pn 
ductions of the Vegetable World.—For, I fore 
their approaching Doom: Yet a little while, andi 

' theſe pleaſing Scenes vaniſh : Yet a little while, an 
all the Sweets of the breathing, all the Beauties 0 
the blooming Spring, periſh. Every one of thel 
amiable Forms muſt be ſhriveled to Deformit 
and trodden to the Earth.—Significant Reſembland 
this, of all created Beauty. All Fleſh is Grafs, fail 
the Prophetic Voice, and all the Goodlineſs there 
as the Flower of the Field. Behold, then ye brich 

| eſt among the Daughters of Eve; behold you 
ſelves in this Glaſs. See the Charms of your P. 
fon eclipſed, by the Luſtre of theſe little Flower 
and the Frailty of your State repreſented, f 
their tranſient Glories. A Fever, may ſcorch tho 
| _ _  poliſhs 


»The Wiſe, the Juſt, the Pious, and the Brave, 

Lire in their Deaths, and flouriſh from the Grail 

Grain hid in Earth repays the Peaſant's Care; 
And Ev'ning Suns but ſet to riſe more fair. 


T Kai To godos X&AOv g, XKarb oO X,porog eeulo [%PaAvth. 
Kai To 10 X&%A0v Ec EY ee, Ka TAXU VIP. 
© Acvuxov To xp £56, {&patas anxa Wil. 
A dt xi AEVKGE, Kb TAKE OOVIKCE wn. | 
Ka, &%AN0S KANG £56 TO T&401X00, GAA oNY 0 En. 
N Tuck. 16-7 
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liſhed Veins 3 a Conſumption emaciate the dim- 
ling Cheeks ; a Load of unexpected Sorrows de- 
es thoſe lively Spirits. Or, if theſe Diſaſters, in 
Wity, ſpare the tender Frame; yet Age, inexorable - 
ige and Wrinkles, will come at laft ; will wither 
be fine Features, and blaſt every ſprightly Grace. 
TEN, ye Fair, when thoſe ſparkling Eyes are 
akened, and fink in their. Orbs; when they are 
fling in Agonies, or ſwimming in Death—How 
il you / Vain the Afliction? How will you repair 
he Loſs ? Oh! apply your Thoughts to Reli- 
un; chooſe and attend to the One Thing Roadie | 
geleve in, and imitate the bleſſed JesUs: Then 
ag your Souls, mount up to the Realms of Hap- 


EL 1 pineſs; 3 
60 When Snows deſcend, and robe the Fields 
thel In Vinter's bright Array; 

nit Touch'd by the 8 the Luſtre fades, 

ano And weeps itſelf away. 

ſat When Spring appears; when Violet blow, 
erel And ſhed a rich Perfume; | 
igt How ſoon the Fragrance breathes its laſt ! 
ould How ſhort-liv'd is the Bloom! | 

F. Freſh in the Morn, the Summer Roſe, 

en Hangs wither'd ere tis Noon; 

0 We ſcarce enjoy the balmy Gift, 

thol But mourn the Pleaſure gone. 

ihe 


With gliding Fire, an Ew'ning Star 
Streaks the Antumnal Skies; 

Shook from its Seat it darts away, 

al oF And, in an Inftant, dies. 


Such are the Charms, that fluſh the Lo 
And ſparkle in the Eye: — | 
de, from the lovely finiſh'd Form 
The tranſient Graces fly. 


To this the Sea/ons, as they roll, 
Their Atteſtation bring: | 
| They warm the Fair; their ev'ry Round 
Confirms the Truth I ſing. 


[.2 
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pineſs ; when the well-proportioned: Clay is mig. 
gling with its mean original. The bright Beams d 
God's Countenance will irradiate, with a matchle@ Wor 
Perfection, all their Faculties. Cleanſed entirely 
from every Dreg of Corruption, like ſome unſy|. 
lied Mirror, they will reflect the complete Image of 
their Creator's Holineſs.— O!] that you would thus 
dreſs your Minds, and. prepare for the immortal 
State! Then, from ſhining among your Fell- 
Creatures on Earth, you ſhall be tranſlated, to ſhine 
around the Thrane of CoD, for Ever and Eve, 
Then, from being-the Sweeteners of our Life, and 
the Delight of our Eyes, here below; you ſhall 
pals, by an eaſy Tranſition, into Angels of Light; 
and become an everlaſting Excellency, the Joy 
of all Generations.“ : 


Ne; Ye flowery Nations, Ye muſt all decay. 
Yonder Lilly, that looks like the Queen of the gay 
Creation—See, how gracefully it erects its majeſtic 
Head ! What an Air of Dignity and Grandeur en- 
nobles its Aſpe& ! For elevated Mein, as well as in- 
comparable Luſtre ; juſtly may it be preferred, to 
the magnificent Monarch of the Eaft *. But, al 
ſtately and charming as it is, it will hardly ſurvive 
few more Days: That unſpotted Whiteneſs mul 
quickly be tarniſhed ; and the ſnowy Form defiled 

in the Duſt. _ 1 1 „ 
As the Lilly pleaſes, with the noble Simplicity of 
its Appearance; the Tulip is admired, for the Gale- 
ty and Multiplicity of its Colours. What a Profi- 
ſion of . Dyes arrays its painted Cup! Its Tings 
are ſo glowing; its Contraſts ſo ſtrong; and the Ar- 
rangement of them both, ſo elegant and artful !— 
*T was lately the Pride of the Border, and the reigi- 
ing Beauty of the delightful Seaſon. As exquiſitely 
fine as the Rainbow, and almoſt as extremely * 
| 3 ent; 


* Mat. vi. 29. : 
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nt; it ſpread, for a little Moment, its glittering 
lumage: but has, now, laid all its diſtinguiſhed 


of 
I oaours down. Thoſe radiant Stripes are blended, 
rey ſs | rudely blended, with common Mold, 
foi. To a graceful Shape, and blooming Complexion, 
e of ic Roſe adds the moft agreeable Perfume. Our 
tus Noſtrils make it repeated Viſits, and are never wea- 
ral WF of drinking its Sweets. A Fragrance, ſo pecu- 
bu any rich and reviving, tranſpires from its opening 
vine WT utts; that every one covets its Acquaintance. 
ver, low have I ſeen even the accompliſhed Chariſſa, 
an Wor whom ſo many Votaries languiſh, fondly ca- 
ball eng this little Flower! That lovely Boſom, 
etz lich is the Seat of Innocence and Virtue ; whoſe 
Tor et Excellency it is, to rival the Delicacy of the 


ureſt Snows; among a Thouſand Charms of its 
wn, thinks it poſhble to adopt another from the 
Damaſk Roſe- bud. Vet, even this univerſal Fa- 
ſourite muſt fail. Its native Balm cannot preſerve 
tfrom Putrefaction, Soon, ſoon, muſt it reſign all 
thoſe endearing Qualities; and hang neglected on 
Its Stem, or drop deſpiſed to the Ground. | 
One could wiſh, methinks, theſe: lovelieft of 
einanimate Race, a longer Exiſtence: But in vain : 
hey fade, almoſt as ſoon as they flouriſh + Within 
s than a Month, their Glories are extindt. Let 
te dun take a few more Journeys through the Sky; 
den, vifit this inchanting Walk; and you will find 
tothing, but a wretched Wilderneſs of ragged or 
naked Stalks.—But O! (My Soul exults in the 
Thought) the Garment of celeſtial Glory, which 
(hall ere· long array the re-animated Body, will ne- 
er wax old. The illuſtrious Robes of a Saviour's 
tonſummate Righteouſneſs, which are appointed to 


eck the juſtified Spirit, are incorruptible and im- 
17 Portal. No Moth can corrode their Texture; no 
n-W Number of Ages fully. their Brightneſs, The 
tz let of Day may be: quenched, and all the Stars 


ſink 
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ſink in Obſcurity ; but, the Honours of “ J 
«© Men, made perfect, are ſubject to no Diminy. 
tion: Inextinguiſhable and unfading, is the Luſty 
of their Crown. 
Yes ; Ye flowery Nations, Ye muſt all decay. 
Winter, like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible Conquer. 
or, that carries Fire and Sword, where-ever he ad. 
vances; demoliſhes Towns; depopulates Countries; 
ſpreads Slaughter and Deſolation on every Side—$q, 
juſt ſo, will Winter, with his ſavage and unrelenting 


Blaſts, invade this beautiful Proſpe&t. The Storm 


are gathering, and the Tempeſts muſtering-thei 
Rage, to fall upon theſe vegetable Kingdoms. They 
will ravage through the Dominions of Nature; and 


plunder her Riches, and lay waſte her Charms. 


Then, ye Trees, muſt ye ſtand ftript of your ves 
dant Apparel ; and, ye Fields, be ſpoiled of your 
waving Treaſures. Then, the Earth, diſrobed of 
all her gay Attire, muſt fit in Sables, like a diſcon- 
folate Widow: The Sun too, that now rides in Ti- 
ymph round the World, and ſcatters Gaiety from 
his radiant Eye, will then look faintly from the 
Windows of the South ; and, caſting a ſhort Glance 
on our dejected World, will leave us to the uncom- 
fortable Gloom of tedious Nights. Then, thele 


pretty Chorrefters of the Air will chant no more to 


the gentle Gales. The Lark, the Linnet, and il 
the feathered Songſters, abandon their Notes, and 


indulge their Woes. Mute is every ſhrill and tune- 
ful Pipe : The Harmony of the Woods is at an End: 
and Silence (unleſs interrupted by howling Winds 
fullen Silence, ſits brooding upon the Boughs; that 
are now made vocal, by a Thouſand warbling 
T hroats. OE e 

Bur, O! raviſhing Remembrance! the Songs 
Saints in Light never admit a Pauſe for Sadneh. 
All Heaven will reſound with the Melody of the 


Gratitude 


— = 2 — x = m0”. 
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Gratitude; and all Eternity echo to their trium- 
dhant Acclamations. The Hallelujabs of that World; 
and the harmonious Joy of its Inhabitants; will be 
x laſting, as the Divine Perfections they celebrate. 
Come then, Holy Love, and tune my Heart; 
deſcend, « celeſtial Fire, and touch my Tongue ; that 
| may ſtand ready to ſtrike up, and bear my Part, 
in that great Zo/anna, that everlaſting Hymn. 


0, Yes; yes ; Ye flawery Nations, Ye muſt all decay 
ting And, indeed, could you add the Strength of an 
ms Oak, or the Stability of a Pyramid *, to all the 
ber D-1icacy of your Texture; yet ſhort, exceeding 
bey ort, even then, would your Duration be. For, 1 


ſe, that all Things come to an End. The Pillars of 
Nature are tottering; the Foundations of the round 


ver- World are falling away : The Heavens them- 
vou © {elves wax old like a Garment.” —But, amidſt 
d ogg theſe Views of general Ruin, Here is our Refuge; 


on-W This our Conſolation ; We know, that our Redeemer 


Thi | liveth 
rom . ; 5 
the I know not any Performance, in which the rranf- 


y Nature of theſe moſt durable Monuments of human 
Grandeur, is hinted with ſuch a modeſt Air of Inſtructi- 
on; or their hideous Ruin deſcribed, in ſuch a Pomp of 
pleafing Horror; as in a ſmall, but ſoJemn, pictureſque, 
ind majeſtic Poem, intitled Tre Ruixs or Rome. 
Written by the Rev. Mr. DrEN; whom the Reader (if 
be has the Pleaſure of peruſing that beautiful Piece) will 
eaſiy perceive, to have drawn from the Originals them 
res; as nothing but the Sight of thoſe magnificent Re- 
mains, could have inſpired his Lines with ſuch Vivacity. 
—— As a Specimen of the Work, and a Confirmation of 
the Remark _—_— above, I take Leave to tranſcribe 


the following Lines; 
50 The Pilgrim oft, 
ess At dead of Night, mid his Oraiſon hears 


Aghaſt the Voice of 1 ime, diſparting Tow'rs, 
_ Tumbling all precipitate down daſh'd, 
Rattling around, loud thund'ring to the Moon. 
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"liveth. Thy Years, bleſſed Jesvs, ſhall not fall 
from Everlaſting to Everlaſting, Thou art fill th 
ſame ; the ſame moſt excellent "and adorable Being, 
the ſame omnipotent and faithful Friend; the fan 
all- ſufficient and ineſtimable Portion. O! may we 
but partake of thy Merits ; be ſanctified by th 
Grace; and received into thy Glory Then 
periſh, if ye will, all inferior Delights. Let all thy 
is ſplendid in the Skies expire; and all that is anid 
in Nature be expunged. Let the whole Extent 
Creation be turned again into one undiftinguiſhab 
Void; one univerſal Blank: — Vet, if Gop be oun, 
we ſhall have enough + if Gop be ours, we hl 
have all, and abound *: All that our Circumſtance 
can want, vr our Wiſhes crave to make us uncot 
ceivably bleſſed and happy: Bleſſed and happy, nd 
only through this little Interval of Time; but 
through the unmeaſurable Revolutions of Eternity 


THE Sin, is now come forth in his Strength; 
and beats fiercely upon my throbbing Pulſe, — 
Let me retire to yonder inviting Arbour. * There, 
theWoodbines retain the lucid Drop; and the ell 
mines, that line the verdant Alcove, are ſtill in- 
pearled with Dews.—— Welcome, ye refreſh 
Shades / I feel, I feel, your chearing Influence 
My languid Spirits revive ; the {lackened Sine ws an 
new- ſtrung; and Life bounds briſker, through il 
her Crimſon Channels. 

RxclIx ED on this moſſy Co and ſurround- 
ed by this fragrant Coolneſs ; let me renew m 
Aſpirations, to the ever-preſent Deity. Here, let me 
remember, and imitate, the pious Augu/tine, aul 
his Mother Monica. Who, being engaged in Di 
courſe, on the Beauties of the viſible Creation - roſe 


oy 


His Hand the Good Man faſtens on the Skies, 
And bids Earth roll, nor feels the idle Whirl. 
Night-Thoughts. No. IV. 
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by theſe Ladders, to the Glories, of the inviſible 
state: till they were inſpired with the moſt a fe- 
ing Senſe, of their ſupereminent Excellency ; and 
actuated with the moſt ardent Breathing, after their 
full Enjoyment. Inſomuch, that they were almoſt 
wrapt up into the Bliſs they contemplated ; and 
« ſcarce knew, whether they were in the Body, or 
6 out of the Body 5 ey 


WHEN Tempeſts toſs the Ocean ; when plaintive 
Sienals of Diſtreſs are heard from the bellowing 


Deep; and melancholy. Tokens of Shipwreck come 


foating on the foaming Surge: then, how delightful 
to ſtand ſafe on Shore, and hug one's ſelf in con- 
ſcious Security; When a Glut of Waters burſts 
from ſome mighty Torrent; ruſhes headlong over 
all the neighbouring Plains ; ſweeps away the help- 
les Cattle; and drives the affrighted Shepherd from 
his Hut : then, from the Top of a diſtant.Eminence, 
to deſcry the Danger, we need not fear ; how pleaſe- 
ing /—Such, methinks, is my preſent Situation; for 
now, the Sun blazes from on high : The Air glows 
with his Fire: The Fields are rent with Chinks : 
The Roads are ſcorched to Duſt : The Woods ſeem 
to contract a ſickly Aſpect, and a ruſſet Hue: The 
Traveller, broiled as he rides, haſtens to his Inn, 
and intermits his Journey: The Labourer, bathed 
in Sweat, drops the Scythe, and deſiſts from his 
Work: The Cattle flee to ſome ſhady Covert, or 

H i | elſe 


As, Lucretius gave the Hint for theſe Obſervations; 


ſo, he aſſigns the Reaſon of the Pleaſure ſpecified.” It 


ariſes, not from the Conſideration of 4nother's Mi/ery : 


this would argue the rankeſt Malevolence; but, from 
the agreeable Contemplation of our own perſonal Safety : 
which, while We view Circumſtances, that are pernici- 
us to Others, but harmleſs to Ourſelves, is not a little 
ieightened by the Contraſt. Suave Mari magno. &c. 
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elſe pant and toſs under the burning Noon. 
the ſtubborn Rock, ſmit with the piercing Bay 
is ready to cleave. All Things languiſb, beneath 
dazling Deluge While I ſhall enjoy a cool H 
and calm Reflection; amidſt the Gloom of Wi 
bowery Receſs, that ſcarce admits one Speck of 
- Tavs, may both the Flock, and their Shephalf 
| dwell beneath the Defence of the Mat High, will 
abide under the Shadow of the Almighty :. Tha 
though + the Peſtilence walketh in Darkneſs 
the Sictneſs deſtroyeth at Noon-day, though Tha 
ſands fall beſide us, and Ten thouſands at our Rip 
hand; we need fear no Evil. Either the de 
ing Angel ſhall paſs over our Houſes ; or elſe; 
ſhall diſpenſe the Corrections of a Friend, not ii 
Scourges of an Enemy; which, inſtead of hurting 
us, ſhall work for our Good. Then, thoupl 
Profaneneſs and Infidelity, far more malignant Eyl 
breathe deadly Contagion, and taint the Mom 
Multitudes around us; yet, if the great Fathe 
Spirits“ hide us in the Hollow of his Hand, 
ſhall hold faſt our Integrity, and be faithful 
Death. | | - 2.28 
Lr then, deareſt Lond, O! let thy Sema 
and the People committed to his Care, be receinl 
into thy Protection. Let us take Sanctuary un 
that Tree of Life, erected in thy ignominiousCrol 
let us fly for Safety to that City of Refuge, open 
in thy bleeding Wounds, Theſe ſhall be a fac 
Hiding-place, not to be pierced by the Flames 
divine Wrath, or the fiery Darts of Temptation 
Thy dying Merits, and perfect Obedience, ſhall p | 


„ 
. 


* Pſalm xci. 1. 


+ This was written, when a very infectious and mir | 
tal Diſtemper raged in the Neighbourhood. "2 
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Fi | our Souls, as Rivers of Water ina dry Place, or 
a he Shadow of a great Rock in a weary land“. 


MY But moſt of all, in that la/# tremendous Day, 
Hon ben the Heavens are rent aſunder, and wrapt up 
of e Scroll: when thy Almighty Arm ſhall arreſt 
of 6 e Son in his Career, and daſh to pieces the Struc- 
ei e of the Univerſe : when the Dead, both Small 
3 nd Great, ſhall be gathered before the Throne of 
* = Glory ; and the Fates of all Mankind hang on 
T Age very Point of a final irreverſible Deciſion 
hen hen, bleſſed Js us, let us be owned by Thee, and 
ar e ſhall not be aſhamed ; de fended by Thee, and we 
Tha 1 not be Haid. O! may we, at that awful, 
{Right at unutterably important JunEture, be covered 
leſtroj ith the Wings of thy Redeeming Love ; and we 
le, Nan behold all the horrible Convulſions of expiring 
not theſ ature, with Compoſure, with Comfort! We ſhall 
hurt en welcome the Conſummation of all Things, as 
how he Times of Refreſhing from the Preſence of the 
t Evil, rf. | | 
orals There are, I perceive, who ſtill attend the 
ather flowers; and, in Defiance of the Sun, ply their 
I,” will ork on every expanded Bloſſom. The Bees, I 
ul une rea, that Nation of Chymiſts! To whom Nature 
. las communicated the rare and valuable Secret, of 
Servant Eoriching themſelves, without impoveriſhing others. 
eceivel ho extract the moſt delicious Syrup, from every 


unde ragrant Herb; without wounding its Subſtance, 


eros diminiſhing its Odours. I take the more notice 
Y opened f thele ingenious Operators ; becauſe, I would wil- 
\ Ccred gy make them my Pattern 9. While the gay 
ames a ter fy flutters her painted Wings; and ſips a 
tation le fantaſtic Delight, only for the preſent Moment. 
Ball be bie the gloomy * worſe than idly buſied, 
00 Is 
* Ifai, xxxii. 2. + Ads iii. 19. 
go apis matinæ 
More modoque 


of ; | 
ind M Crata carpentis ibyma _ Hor, 
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Is preparing his inſidious Nets for Deſtruction; 9 
ſucking Venom, even from the moſt wholſome i 
Plants. This frugal Community are wiſely employ. 
ed in providing for Futurity ; and collecting a copi. 
ous Stock, of the moſt balmy Treaſures.— a, 
O! might theſe Meditations ſink into my Soul! would 
the God, who ſuggeſted each heavenly Though 
vouchſafe to convert it, into an eſtabliſhed Principle 
to determine all my inclinations, and regulate my 
whole Conduct: I ſhould, then, gather Advantages 

from the ſame blooming Objects; more preciou 
than your golden Stores, ye induſtrious Artiſts, 
I alſo ſhould go home laden with the richeſt Sweets, 
and nobleſt Spoils 3 though I crop not a Leaf, nor 
call a ſingle Flower my own. | 5 

HERE I behold, aſſembled, in one Vieu, almoſt WW 
all the various Beauties, that have bgen ſeverally 
entertaining my imagination. The Viſtas, ſtruck ; 
through an antient Wood, or formed by Rows of 
venerable Elms; conducting the Spectator's Obſer. 
vation, to ſome amiable Gbject; or leading the 
Traveller's Footſteps, to this delightful Seat. 
The Falls, enriched with Fruit-trees, and faced 
with a Covering of their leafy Extenſions; I ſhould 
rather have ſaid, hung with different Pieces of Na. 

_ ture's nobleſt Tapeſtry . The Walls, neatly 

ſhorn, and lined with Verdure; or finely ſmoothed, | 

and coated with Gravel: The AEM , arched | 
| 


with Shades, to embower our Noon-tide Repoſe; 
or thrown open for. the free Acceſſion of *Air, to 
invite us to our Evening Recreation: The de- 
cent Edgings of Box, that incloſe, like a plain Sel- 
vage, each beautiful Compartment, and its ſplen- 
did Figures. The ſhapely Evergreens, and flow- 
erings Shrubs ; that ſtrike the Eye, and appear with 
peculiar Dignity in this diſtant Situation 2 bbe 
Baſon, with its criſtal Fount, floating in the Cen- 


tre; and diffuſing an agree able Freſhneſs through 
| | 
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be whole: — The Waters, falling from a remote 


* ſaſcale; and gently murmuring, as they flow 
dong the Pebbles: Theſe, added to the reſt ; 
pl. nd all ſo diſpoſed, that each recommends and en- 
aut gears each; renders the pole a moſt ſweet ra- 
uld riſking Scene of Order and Variety, of Elegance 
4 and Magnificence. PLD : 4. 
" Frox ſo many lovely Proſpects, cluſtering upon 


01e's Sight, it is impoſible not to be reminded of 
Ses i eawen: that World of Bliſs ; thoſe Regions of 
Light; where the Lamb that was {ſlain manifeſts 
his beatific Preſence, and his Saints live for evermore. 
But O! what Pencil can ſketch out a Draught 
of that goodly Land? What Language expreſs the 
q incomparable Splendors of IMM ANUE T's King- 
8 dom ? Would ſome celeſtial Hand draw aſide the 
Veil, but for one Moment ; and permit us to throw 
2 ſingle Glance on thoſe Divine Abodes ; how 
would all ſublunary Poſſeſſions become tarniſhed in 
our Eyes, and grow flat upon our Taſte ! One 
tranſient Glimpſe of thoſe unutterable Beatitudes 
would captivate our Souls, and engroſs all their Fa- 
culties. Eden itſelf, after ſuch a Viſion, would 
appear a chearleſs Deſart; and all earthly Charms, 
intolerable Deformity. | 
VER v excellent Things are ſpoken of Thee, Thou Ci- 
ty of Gor F, Volumes have been written, and thoſe 
by inſpired Men, to diſplay the Wonders of thy 
Perfeftions. All that is rich and reſplendent in the 
viſible Creation has been called in to aid our Con- 
ceptions, and elevate our Ideas. But indeed, no 
Tongue can utter ; no Pen can deſcribe ; no Fan- 
cy can imagine; what Gop, of his unbounded 
Munificence, has prepared for them that love Him. 
——-vccing then, that all terreſtrial Things muſt 
come to a ſpeedy End ; and there remaineth ſuch a 
Reſt, ſuch a bliſsful and everlaſting Reſt, for the 
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$ Pſalm lxxxvii. 2. . 
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People of Go : let me never be too fondly attadi 
ed, to any preſent Satisfactions. Weaned fan 
whatever is temporal, may I maintain a ſuperior Ji 
difference, for ſuch tranſitory Enjoyments; W 


long, long. earneſtly for the . Manſions that al 
above; the Paradiſe, ** which the Lord hath plants 


« ed, and not Man.” Thither, . may I trag 


the Chief of my Converſation ; and from then 
expect the Whole of my Happingſs. Be that the 


cred, powerful Magnet, which ever influences mpl 
Heart; ever attracts my Affections. There ad 


ſuch tranſcendent Glories, as Eye has not ſeen 


There are ſuch tranſporting Pleaſures, as Ear ha 
not heard: There is ſuch a Fulneſs of Joys, a 


Thought of Man cannot conceive. 
I xxo that conſummate Felicity; thoſe e 
Fruitions, permit me, Madam, to wiſh you, wi 


ternal] 


due Time, an abundant Entrance - and to asu 
You that this Wiſh is breathed with the ſame Sine 


as it is, MA DAM, for 


noured Correſpo 
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